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The testimony creates a probiem butions to the contras and appeared 
for federal prosecutors who have to give the testimony" reluctantly 

vouched: for his credibility and used 
him as a key witness in their drug-
trafficking and racketeering ,case 
against Noriega. 

Once described by U.S. govern-
ment officials 'as the most notorious 
cocaine trifficker ever appre- 

under relentless, cross-examination 
by Frank Rubino, Noriega's lead 
attorney. 

Asked whether the cartel had 
shipped cocaine to the United 
States using the Coate .Rican•ranch, 
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tel Gave Contras Cash, Trial. 

Drug kingpin Lehder, far left, is cross-examined by defense attorney 
second from right, as Noriega, right, and Judge William Hoeveler loo 

NORIEGA. From Al 
of American JohnII, a principal 
figure in the secret contra resupply 
network organized by then-White 
House aide Oliver L. North, Lehder 
said that "could have been" true but 
that he had no direct knowledge of 
it. 

Then Rubino asked whether the 
cartel had contributed directly to 
the contras. "To the best of my rec-
ollection, there was some contribu-
tion to the contra anti-communist 
movement," Lehder replied. It 
could be around $10 million." 

Asked...k he personally partici-
pated in the-contribution, Lehder 
responded, "Appirently, I did." 

Adolfo Calero, former chief of the 
Nicaraguan Democratic Front, the 
principal CIA-backed contra organ-
ization, immediately denounced the 
testimony, in a telephone interview. 
Calero said that all of the $33 mil-
lion privately raised for the contras 
had been accounted for in the Iran-
contra investigation by independent 
counsel Lawrence Walsh and that 
not a cent had come from drug traf-
fickers. 

I never heard anything like it 
before," Calero said here. "I don't 
know what credibility can be given 
to what a convict in jail testifies to 
. . . . He is the lowest form of hu-
man being." 

Mary Belcher, a spokeswoman 
for Walsh in Washington, declined 
to comment on Calero's remarks. 
But sources familiar with Walsh's 
inquiry noted that it dealt with the 
period of October 1984 to October 
1986 during which Congress 
banned U.S. military support for 
the contras. The ban was circum 
vented by. North's resupply oper-
ation. Persistent allegations, and 
testimonyin other drug trafficking 
trials, haveTheld that private pilots 
hired to carry Military equipment,  
secretly to the contras emptied 
their planes of that cargo in Central 
America and carried drugs on the 
return trips to the United States. 

Lehder: did not say when the 
money was given, or whether it was 
in exchange for anything. Noriega's 
defense team has subpoenaed a 
number of Reagan administration  

officials, including North and for-
mer U.S. ambassador to Costa Rica 
Lewis Tambs. 

During the mid-1980s senior 
Reagan administration officials re-
peatedly denied allegations of links 
between the contra and drug traf-
fickers. 

Nevertheless, Jack Blum, chief 
investigator in a Senate Foreign 
Relations subcommittee probe into 
those alleged ties, said today that 
Lehder's testimony appears similar 
to allegations made before the panel 
in 1987 by Ramon Milian Rodri-
guez, a former cartel money laun-
derer. 

Milian testified that, in 1983, he 
had funneled $10 million on behalf 
of , the cartel to the contras at the 
request of Felix Rodriguez, alias 
Max Gomez, a former CIA agent 
working with the contras, who had 
close ties to Donald Gregg, then 
national security adviser to Vice 
President Bush and now U.S. am-
bassador to South Korea. 

Rodriguez angrily denied the 
charges, and the Senate panel ul- 

timately concluded • tha 
lacked credibility after h 
polygraph test. 

Blum said Lehder's 
raises new questions prim 
cause "it is against his inter 
say anything federal prosecu ti= 
not want him to say "This veiriwr 
the government in an astonisluiwir 
position," Blum said. 	the%ii7.; 
witness, and they can't impea hi 
. . . . Under the circumstan , y 
have to ask why would he [Lehd 
put this out." 	 ...ow,  

Lehder also testified he personally :4 
made five contributions totali 
$500,000 to the politiCal party 
hamian Prime. Minister Lynde 
dfing. "I needed the best pro 
could afford," Lehder said. 

Pindling has been the su 	o 
several drug investigations, ,mos=', 
recently by the U.S. attorney!s 
fice in Tampa after testimony dur-- 
ing Lehder's trial in 1988 that her= 
took payoffs from drug traffickera' 
But no indictments ,resulted ant= 
Pindling repeated& has denied Iinlp= 
to drug traffickers. 


