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Semor State Department officials
urged the sale to Iraq in 1989 of
military equipment expressly de-
signed to protect Iraqi President
‘Saddam Hussein by safeguarding
liis. personal au'craft from missile
attack.

* Details of the planned salé, “which

Was not publicly disclosed at the
time, are described in an internal
State Department memorandum de-
classified yesterday along with 54
other department documents on_

U S-Iraql relations. The documents‘
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mnentsas:usnﬁmhonfortheBush |
administration’s efforts to cultivate ..
relations with Iraq prior-to lraqs
invasion of Kuwait in August 1990.
Those efforts included easing’.con-
trols on U.S. exports to Irag,’ pt‘o-

 yiding an additional $1 billion in .

credits for Iraq to purchase U.S.
I tural commodities and op- :
posmgpummesancﬁonSdemanded 4
by some members of Congress for
Iraq’s_violations of human nghts
and .use of chemical - 'Weapons
against its Kurdish population.
oongmsmalDemocratswchas
Rep. SamGe)denson(Conn).
man of a H S, 8ub-
committee, have Criticized
maunnsprevmspohcy Ge;denson
had demanded release of yesterday’s
tchofdocumentsongro\mdsthey
contained no national security infor- -
mation and had been withheld only
beenusetlwy“acrosstheboardem— ‘
barrass the administration.” . . - - : 3
' Thedocmnentswereprovdedby
a US. official to The Washington
Post at the same time they were
given to Gejdenson “to prevent the
Democrats” from “characterizing

thesedocumentsmawaywetlunk

.- has been unfair,” theofﬁcmlsaid “A

neutral reader will seé"they are not
evidence of a coverup or certainly
illegal acts but of an adxmmstrat:on
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were requested by a congressional
committee investigating U.S. policy

_ toward Iraq before the Persian Gulf

War.
The July 1989 memo, co-written
by former assistant secretary of

 state John Kelly and acting assistant .
" gecretary Arnold Schlossberg Jr., -
.. -said the proposed sale of an infrared

countermeasures system for Sad-

dam’s Boeirig 747 and_fhres, pres- ., described. it,as Jconsopan

idential heélicopters was consistent:
with the administration’s earlier
approval of “communications secu-
nty devices for the presidential pal- ..
ace in Iraq. “The sale of these
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‘ace devxces was - also not dlsclosed

at the time, according to officials.

The officials ‘noted that-‘while
U.S. policy generally forbade export
of military equipment to Iraq, the
sale of anti-missile equipment fell
under an exception to munitions .
export regulations for . “protection

" of the head-of-state.” A U.S.’official -+

said yesterday the sale ‘'was never !
completed, : but ‘the memorandum )
t.with our._.|
wider ‘goal of working towards a '
‘broader relationship with Iraq.”

S Y controversial policy aim is
i c:ted in’ many . of the internal.doc:’ J
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struggling ' to- tormwiate a - puucy
.ﬂwhentheopt:onsasawholewerm
not good ones.” |
The new documents make clear‘

‘that National Security Decision Di-
rective 26 (NSDD 26), a statement

- of overall U.S. policy on Iraq signed

by Bush in October 1989 and par-

. tially declassified last week, had far-

reachmgnmplmtlons.

In the directive, Bush called on
U.S. -officials to-“propose economic :
and political incentives for Iraq to
moderate its behavior” and to “pur-
sue and seek to facilitate. opportu-
nities for U.S. firms to participate in

. the reconstruction of the Iraqi econ-

omy, particularly in the energy area,
where they do not conflict with our
nonprohferatxon and other s:gmfi

cant objectives.”

Assnstantsecretaryl(elly,whom‘

- 1989 and 1990 had charge of Near

East and South Asian affairs at the °

" State Department, cited the “explicit ‘

presidential authority” provided by
NSDD 26 in arguing in a subsequent
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