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T
he federal judge w

ho presided 
over a case involving illicit bank 

to Iraq criticized A
ttorney 

eral W
illiam

 P. B
arr yesterday 

fer deciding not to seek an indepen-
&

It investigation of how
 the B

ush 
alim

inistration handled the case. 
Ju

d
ge M

arvin
 H

. S
h

oob
 said

 

r
a letter to C

ongress on M
on-

rejecting a request for an inde-
pem

dent counsel contained several 
"totally untrue" assertions about the 
4tlanta-based court  proceedings. '' 

hoob said only appointm
ent of an 

independent counsel could set the 
record straight. 

lw
atd

H
In 45 years practicing law

, "I 
ave never seen anything that has 

m
any unansw

ered questions," 
b said in a telephone interview

. 
E

laborating on concerns he first 
• 

in June, Shoob said he is per-
;hexed by indications that officials in 
W

ashington interfered w
ith the 

tion of the case and w
orked 

ut a last-m
inute deal w

hich, he 
id, avoided a public statem

ent by 
key defendant w

hose attorneys 

fiad threatened tO
 im

plicate gevern- ble crim
inal violations by U

.S. of- 
' m

ent officials in the illicit loans. 	
ficials. B

ut B
arr, in denying the re- 

, T
he case involved an estim

ated quest, w
rote to the com

m
ittee that 

$5 billion in unauthorized loans to "alm
ost w

ithout exception . . . the 
Iraq by the A

tlanta branch of. the !facts' cited by Judge Shoob to ex-
Italian-ow

ned B
anat N

azionale del plain , his conclusion have been 
L

ava° (B
N

L
)„ of w

hich .$1.25 bit-, .” show
n to be incorrect." • 

llion m
ere guaranteed by the .  B

ush 	
B

arr sp
ecifically ch

allen
ged

 
adM

inistration as part of a high-ley Shoob's account of the negotiations 
el effort to bolster U

.S.-Iraqi, rela- leading to D
rogoul's plea bargain 

tions. T
he case w

as concluded in and denounced as "com
pletely un-

June: w
hen the U

.S. A
ttorney's of- founded" Shoob's allegation that the 

five, I acting w
ith advice' from

 the Justice D
epartm

ent som
ehow

 tried 
Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t, accep
ted

 a to silen
ce D

rogou
l b

y d
ism

issin
g 

guilty plea by B
N

L
 branch m

anager m
ost of the charges against him

 "It 
C

hristopher' ,  D
rogoul td 60 of the sim

ply is not a crim
e for the depart-

347 initial counts of conspiracy and m
ent's headquarters to assist in and 

fraud. 	
review

 investigations and prosecu- 
It is considered unusual for a fed- tions being conducted by U

.S. at-
eral judge to express such vigorous torney's offices," B

arr said. 
criticism

 of the governm
ent's han-• ' 	

Shoob, a 69-year-old form
er busi- 

dling of a case over w
hich the judge ness litigator appointed to the 

retains jurisdiction. Justice D
epart- ' bench in 1979 by President Jim

m
y 

m
ent officials say that if any others C

arter, said he is a D
em

ocrat. "B
ut 

are charged in the case, they m
ay ' I'm

 not active politically at all" and 
be brought before Shoob. 	

not m
otivated by politics in this 

D
em

ocrats on the H
ouse Judicia- case, he said. 

ry C
om

m
ittee, relying in part on 	

H
e resp

on
d

ed
 yesterd

ay th
at 

Shoob's criticism
 of the plea bar- B

arr "is right that I don't under-
gain, petitioned B

arr to appoint , stand the case." 
som

eone w
ho could independently t 	

H
e said he did not, for exam

ple, 
exam

ine "irregularities" and possi- understand w
hy the U

.S. attorney's 

office w
aited until F

ebruary 1991 
to em

panel a grand jury in the B
N

L
 

case, m
ore than a year after G

ayle 
M

cK
enzie, the chief prosecutor in 

the case, had drafted an indictm
ent 

and faxed it to W
ashington. 

D
em

ocratic legislators have said 
recen

tly
 th

a
t th

e d
ela

y
 w

a
s 

prom
pted by W

ashington's desire to 
avoid disrupting U

.S.-Iraqi relations 
before Iraq's invasion of K

uw
ait in 

A
ugust 1990. B

ut the Justice D
e-

partm
ent, in a lengthy report given 

to C
ongress in support of B

arr's 
letter and released yesterday, said 
the delay w

as due paitly to M
cK

en-
zie's w

orkload and partly to uncer-
tainties about the culpability of of-
ficers at B

N
L

's headquarters in 
R

om
e. 

Shoob said he does not under-
stand "w

hy the W
hite H

ouse w
ould 

call th
e assistan

t U
.S

. attorn
ey 

[M
cK

enzie] on at least tw
o occa-

sions" to discuss the case in 1989. 
W

hile som
e legislators have sug-

gested
 th

at th
e calls m

ay h
ave 

am
ounted to political interference, 

th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t rep
ort 

states that the official involved w
as 

"only seeking inform
ation" and not 
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E, A7, Col 1 
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	JUDO, Irma AS : 	dais maintain that they secured 
- , 

' Drogoul's assistance in their con- 
eating at the behest of other White tinning  investigation of potential 

Ade' official& , ' - ' , ..i.':-.9',',1.:-: " ' • '''.'rvirongdoing only by dropping most 

tie
Shoob said he also questions why of the counts ,apiint .Drogoul, 

government did not move more , Shoob said it IS his understanding 

to investigate U.S. comps - that the arrangement put forward 

w ,t: Supplied goods to Iraq : by Drogoul's attorney—and not IC-

fls front BNL; Why certain ''cented by the Ioverinnent—elso 

IINL'offiCiMs were not included in . would have entailed Drogoul's "full 

tfie eventual indictment of Drogoul-...,cooperation!,--'.,` , :,..., , . : ,  .....,'. 

Iraqii; and 	it re- - - On - several pointi;''Shoob's ac- 

his Prompting to make the • count of the negotiations leading up 

't revoke Drogours bond, t: tcLthere#,,itoki.,Thvga,t1A.,#.4444,, 
airing Drogoul's continued ton • iith:the.verskinliit Mirth BeWs ' 

t before 

 

sentencing. WO letter mut.the *tilled Jthitice De-' 

he had di point out that tiro;  Pertinent report , The , differenCei 

d "substantial- sums on de- could not be viol* YeeterdaY be- 

uitiniiiie,and might flee. 	Millie Dingtifitoidd not be leaflet 

1  Aiustite Departtheilt official de., .. and Tyler, who works at the federal 

tigned comment,  on these criticisms  public defender's office in Atlanta, 

iltst night, and neither McKenzie did not return I phone Call. . 

ilor her supervisor in, the U.S. at- 	Sh°th said that McICengle's den- 

Mrney's office returned phones alts. utY, Rand)!  Chartash, offered.Dm-

: Shoob's principaL concern, he god_ PIO keilin on Oa when 
McKenzie Wes 'Mit ilf io 'In a 

Said, remains the plea bargain, of 
 to Dumont on May. 29, which lithe letter t° the  11°°;" Judiciary 

Coitunittee,..,he attached' additional 
Drogoul acCepted several daya' lat- importance. to the apparent ' fact 

that Chartash had 'joined the case 

!alk' 	WaSt.thit'pothiced"altreetnen:- an  warrangt'hQt WY in Febreary'...• :', and ihadlxn--. 

' 	
, that Drogoul cm* arrived hem the Department 

of Justice in Washington! 	: ' 
no statement" about 	moth acknowledged, yesterday  

open court. The plea.that he was wrong about Chartash's 
. 'mead required that career, path. Chartash . worked-  for 

submit to daily questioning the Justice Department from 1981 
BM:a .activitiel by the U.S. to  iggg and joined mcKenaies of 

atresey's office, which Shoob said face in 1991. But Shoob maintained 
Meow underway. 	 that "It is highly unusual for an as- 

. Int Shoo!) said the agreement sistant to give away a plea bargain" 
lot as favorable to the govern. and . said McKenzie  told him  in  , 

as a proposal several days' dairibere that she was not aware of 

by Drogoul's attorney, Shei- Chartash's proposal until three days 

er, that called for Drogoul to later, "after the bargain was made." 

All guilty to' all 347: counts and 	Justice Department officials in 

"nave a full disclosure" to the court Washington said last night the deal 

inZpublic statement about the case offered by Chartash was identical to 

eliZtJustice DePartment off- May 16: 	. 
to last five to six hours. 	one that McKenzie had proposed on 


