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fora; banker who has admitted il-
licifly. funding Iraqi weapons pur-

2+ chases before the Persian Gulf War -

..sought today to withdraw his guilty -

E&:Smnoga:rowﬁ.;%::? :
+ tration hid evidence of involvement
- * by more senior bank officials.
... District Judge Marvin H,

- ¢ Shqob, who has criticized the way',

i the: administration handled its in- -

;-\ vestigation of the Atlanta branch of

Italy’s Banca Nazionale del Lavoro

w ATLANTA, Sept. 17—Attorneys ‘-

* (BNL), said he ‘would announce .
! Tuesday whether to accept a new
- plea-of not guilty and order z_ovo.

litieally sensitive case to trial. "

" 'Shoob said he was unlikely to al--

. xjcﬁ guilty plea to be withdrawn
Co Sx:ﬁ%oggn_ﬁi_—%s.

© rioys consideration to the charge

. lev
- Ch

led by attorneys for banker
istopher P. Drogoul that Dro-
goul, who managed BNL'’s Atlanta

~ branch, was misled into admitting
guilt in June on 60 counts of fraud
- and tax evasion. |
. Assistant U.S. Attorney Gale !
. McKenzie said the government was

“inclined to oppose” the motion in-

" troduced today by Drogoul’s court- |

rodm attorney, Bobby Lee Cook,

case;” Gerrilyn  Brill, explained -
reporters later that the government,

believes the question :of ‘possible .
involvement by other bank officials
is irrelevant to Drogouls guilt. .z
. The shift in_Drogoul's strategy .w,
- .;ﬂasoa%m%&wﬂ&gﬁy
that Shoob ordered while deliber-’

ating on Drogoul’s sentence. Both

the: government. and Drogoul*have -
used the hearings to. debate the :
Bush administration’s policy toward
Iraq before and after the 1991 Per-.
sianGuf War. & %

‘.I‘I

. that. the ilicit.Joans to Irag were”
- known to_and tolerated by the ad-".
ministration as part of an extensive
: effort to win favor in.Baghdad. -

-~ "'Citing news accounts and declas-"
© %, sified government documents, Cook

zﬂ

Drogoul's cutrent uz_.ﬂ:a«.mwaaa ‘

after Drogoul fired the public defend- -

ers who Degotiated the gulky plea,

“ have also charged that the adminis-

tration: improperly decided-to make ¢
Drogoul ‘the scapegoat in_the illicit ;

~loans scheme and let other," more -

powerful participants off the hook.

' has. - claimed, .for | éxample, = that .

.- Washington officials. knéw of com-

" pligity by ;senior Iraqi officials and
 senior. BNL officers at the -bank’s

Involvement

headquarters in Rome, but decided

. niot. 10, prosecute them for fear. of .
\ angeting Baghdad and.embarrass-.

ing the - Italian- politicians. who ‘ap--.
pointed BNL’s board members, - .-
Ti"arguing for. withdrawal-of Dro-::
goiil's guilty plea, Cook cited a state--
mient . Monday - by - House Banking:

- Committee Chairman Henry-B. Gon-

" zaez*(D-Tex.) -about' @ CIA report
=+ which showed,‘the agency had re i
i ceived information"indicating: senior -

BNL officials ‘idy” hiave” u&iiwmm.a
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" bétween: ésdandlm dllega- |

*‘MﬂmadebyDroxoulmdbyalor-
“mér BNL official who has moper

atedwnththe gove

-replvonxroundsthat it‘meov-[
ered by restrictions against openly
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