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13?,VL D
efendant Asserts Bush Adm

inistration 

B
y R

. JeffreySm
ith 

W
ashington hat S

t* W
riter 

A
T

L
A

N
T

A
, Sept. 17—

A
ttorneys 

foW
e re' banker w

ho has adm
itted il-

licit/ funding Iraqi w
eapons pur-

' chaaes before the P
ersian G

ulf W
ar 

sought today to w
ithdraw

 his guilty 
plea on grounds the B

ush adm
inis-

tration Ind evidence of involvem
ent 

by; M
ore senior bank officials. 

U
S

. D
istrict Judge M

arvin Ht  
Shiloh, w

ho has criticized the w
ay ,., 

thei• adm
inistration handled its in-

. . vestigation of the A
tlanta branch of 

4 Italy's B
anc* N

azionale del L
avoro 

(B
$L

), said
 h

e W
ou

ld
 an

n
ou

n
ce 

T
ueadaY

,  w
hether to accept. a new

 
plea of not guilty and order the po-
litically sensitive, case to trial. 

,Shoob said he w
as unlikely to al-•;

  
, lov4 the guilty plea to be. w

ithdraw
n 

but m
ade clear that he w

ill give se-
, riou

s con
sid

eration
 to th

e ch
arge 

leveled
 b

y attorn
eys for b

an
k

er 
C

hfistopher P
. D

rogoul that D
ro-

R
ot%

 w
ho m

anaged B
N

L
's A

tlanta 
branch, w

as m
isled into adm

itting 
guilt in June on 60 counts of fraud 
and tax evasion. 

A
ssistan

t U
.S

. A
ttorn

ey G
ale 

• 
 

M
cK

enzie said the governm
ent w

as 
"inclined to oppose" the m

otion in-
troduced 

 
 today by D

rogoul's court-
room

 attorney, B
obby L

ee C
ook, 

and, w
ould proyide a detailed reply 

on M
O

i
d

a
Y

. 	
. 

.T
hesenior U.S. attorney in the 

case; .G
errilyn 	

explained to 
reporters later that the'governm

ent 
b

elieves th
e q

u
estion

 of p
ossib

le . 
involvem

ent by other bank officials 
is irrelevant to D

rogoul's 
, T

he shift in, D
rogoul's strategy.: 

cam
e on the fourth day:of hearingi 

that Shoob ordered W
hile deliber;.-  

ating on D
rogoul's sehtence. R

oth 
the' governm

ent and D
rogouthave 

u
sed

 th
e h

earin
gs to d

eb
ate th

e 
B

ush adm
inistration's policy tow

ard`  
Iranbefore and after the 1991 P

er-
s
ia

n
 G

u
lf W

a
r
.' • • 

Concealed Evidence .Q
1 

T
h

e case h
as attracted

 ion
sid

 
. 	

- 
erab

le in
terest b

ecau
se of D

ro-. -, 

goul's claim
--_-tinproved so far—

that the illicit Joans to Iraq w
ere 

know
n to 'and tolerated by the ad-

m
inistration as part of an'extensive 

effort to w
in favor in B

aghdad. 	
s 

D
rogoul's current attorneys:• hired 

after D
rogouifired the iniblicdefend- 

en -w
ho negotiated' the 	

plea, 
have also charged that the adm

inis-
tration im

properly decided to m
ake t. 

D
rogoul the scapegoat in the illicit 

loans schem
e and let other,' m

ore 
pow

erful participants off the hook. 
C

iting new
s accounts and declas-

sified governm
ent docum

ents, C
ook O

thers' InVolvem
ent 

has 	
for exam

p
le, th

at 
W

ashington officials knew
 of com

= 
plicity by senior. Iraqi officials and 
senior. B

N
L

 officers at the bank's 

headquarters in R
om

e, but decided 
not, In prosecute them

- for fear ;  of 

angering 'B
aghdad and em

barrasS 7  
ing the Italian politicians, w

ho ap-
pointed B

N
L

's board m
em

bers. , 
hi arguing for w

ithdraw
al of D

ro-
goul's guilty plea, C

ook cited a state-
m

ent M
onday ;  by • H

ouse B
anking

.  

C
om

m
ittee C

hairm
an H

enry B
. G

on-
sales 1D

-T
ex.) about a C

IA
 report 

w
hich show

ed the agency had re-

ceived` inform
ation indicating ,  senior • 

B
N

L
 officials m

ay have authorised 



-loans, He suggested  Dro- 
not,vep1eaded guilty 

this week, , 
,acknowledgment ' 

SOMII0eseniettlieSeitillatota that the 	• 
justice Department barred 

Y.,„__410418104t to Silk Italy and Tur-
key to huject MIL. files or inter- 

*aiming bY 
that HNL ! 

• :40culnents at the At1anta ran ==.:Ifolloiing a 1989 
Mid there-Arthur J. Wade..Jr., 

tor,, said the gov-
.Mitil -this week to 

theraid whether = 

.,,between 1986 and 1989;*illegii- .  
"Von Made by ntogotdintby'a 

met 
	for- 

• official who has Cooper-- 
''''Yeted With'. the giWernment. 	' 

7  ' Wadi ritiafirnieifthaf.the- RH&D, 
officer, kientified 'by took wel)ale 
Toler, -lokf Jinvestigators that at 
Iraq's uggéo& he alikoklied?1  

.:',BNIJA.Adanta branchAo..obtain 
?narking for the sale Cl various ma-
chine tools to Iraq. WhOli: COW 
asked Wade to eoilfirth that TOW 
was a former* employee of the -Nor: 

It&itililiatifiliedstinbWk 
reply on grounds that it-  was cov-
ered by restrictions against Openly 

identifying intelligence cOnSnunIPY 

Wade ited 
know or any of the unauthorised 
activities of BNL-Atlanta 	• 	• 
• Toler could not be reached for 
comiient. , 


