and “not’ antlcnpate any more
ihdlcﬁnen‘ : ts. .

;“lt’sd Fibat theve: wil be oy
;mrthglrm:resentatwns to the grand'

. Walsh; cautloned in an mtemew. !
howevet, that there are still three¢’
i'more trials . scheduled, :mcludmg 1
that of former. defense “sécretary

W. Weinberger. “If some-
:'thing '¢omes up at the trials, and it |
«alwayshas thatoouldmakeusgo
ﬂtbaglgtoiw
!'the ‘embattled Reagan adnumstra-
: tion's . attomey general,. Edwin

“ Meese 111, sought his appomtment, f '

Walsh said “the pasdage ouime

detnment to

th 3 " tion. :
?r’o ug:thse was the last top |
Reagan administration ** official

Walsh’s office considered for indict-

ment; “according to sources. Walsh
declmed to.discuss Meese ot any
;other:former high-ranking individ-
ualsmho*have been: focal points. of
the am phase of the investigatiof,
Swhichi has sought " to ~détermire
sthei senior Reagan administras
tried- to-cover:up the
a covert: November

P R

giedn

1 o It g
ithe f contra.rebels .
theumm mmt,l}eomnd-lgeog I!Le
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‘i on Dec. 19, 1986, after L

i L neys. pot ‘to,retry the case But,}
“should he pursue. his current inten-
. tion to hold another trial, Walsh'is 1
-daid to 'be: considering a revision of )
.‘some"of -the' ofiginal - charges to
: make the case less oomphcated for
a new jury; !
Several txmes during the hour-
, Iong interview Walsh alluded-to the .-
. frustrations of a private - lawyer
,.,commg in asa court-appomted in- i
. dependent counsel to investigate ™|
s:three ‘major government - depart- '
., ments—State, Defense  and . the
.-ClA—along ‘with. the White House
" and Nthe Natlh:n:lmd Security Council,
v /Norone, ,wantedtocoop-
;verate.:In.:the three major Iran-
- contra cases brought to trial by his
..office, Walsh said, “each ‘prosecu- :
. tion: witness has been a character - H
witnéss for the defense. It isn’t like
: acnmmaltmlwhereyouhavea ;
- complainaiit who's aggrieved” .- ¢

Y ;

A;(WalshscrmcsinCongressand
elsewhere " have accused h1m of .

’ragua mto a criminal matter But
the 80-year-old prosecutor, a life-
long Repubhcan, has been adamant
* inhis insistence that the integrity of
.government rests in-large part on
«:the . obligation';iof i-the - “*executwe
Be Zbranch to tell the truth to Congress,
- Sensitive to, the : long time  his
“work ‘has taken, ‘Walsh ‘said that |
“when he first took. the independent
“ counsel’s job; -he could not even
promise a full year’s employment to
the lawyers he was hurriedly hiring.
- But he said their attempts to get |
. records were contmually frustrated,
“and this resulted in their focusmg
..on what Walsh called “a central op-
eratmg group” made up of former
White House .national security. ad-
'?v(sers ‘Robert’ C. McFarlane and
“John'M, Pomdexter and their aide,
.-Oliver L. North, ::
McFarlane and Pomdexter super-
vised North’s handling of both the |
. Iran arms initiative and the secret |

See WALSH, A7,Col 1
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when U.S. military assistance had  yond.the hypothesis of a ‘runaway
been barred by Congress.: . * . % group’ [consisting of McFarlane,
McFarlane eventudly pleaded " North " and ‘Poindexter] and “and

ération] anda.ﬁmdeqpread Jbacking
throughout the entire admuustra-

L The second phase" extended
hearings - Walsh’s work far' beyond his expec-
tations. After a detailed review of
laboriously obtained CIA ' commu-
nications, his prosecutors extracted
| ;.2 guilty plea last year from Alan D.
""Fiers, a senior CIA official. At al-
.most -the same time, they uncov-
i & Stipres irt; + ered - evidence that ‘led to -Clar-
Walsh smd the mveougatlon. the . ridge’s indictment and discovered

lofigest ever conducted under the - the Iran-contra notes that Weinber- -

law, was

14-year-old . mdependent .counsel | ger and aides. tothenSecreta of
W .A s - State. Geol

~_ show the ‘extensiveness [of the op--

s.No Further Ihdlctments

e e Ghiigation to teil the truth
- i WAISH.PMAO i '*toCongresswastheblgmsuemthejv"
nietwork - that supplied * military " second phase,” he said. “The second
equipment to the contras at a time ‘phasewasalsounportanttogobe-r

‘complete but said he cannot finish
*,it until periding trials &Fe concluded. !
"“Until then,” he said, “I don't see :

~<how I can release. an- informative
final report that names names.” .
Auditors from the General Ac- -
"counting Office are reviewing the
expenditures of Walsh and his office
4 sinceits inception in the wake of Re- :
. publican criticisms about per -diem :
- payments to -cover hotel and food -
bills ‘here -while maintaining resi- ,
: dence in Oklahoma. In addition, both -
Walsh-and his. top prosecutor, Craig
Gillen, who has kept his official res- -
. idence in Atlanta, belatedly learned '
they were liable for D.C. income :
" taxes—Walsh for: one year, and Gi -a
* len for two—-despnte their payment
: of home-state income taxes.
:Asked how he felt about the en-

tire experience, Walsh paused for

almost a minute and said “the se-

Shultz but “rious
; W“Wseg; 46" be in the report . :-but you won-
$ . der, have you dealt as effectively as :
. - .youcould with thé litigation? Rarely

do you go 'away totally happy.”
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