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NEW DELHI—The hottest political 
issue in India these days is who was 
the CIA informer in Indira Gandhi's 
Cabin during the 1971 war in Bang-
ladesh. 

The question was raised II days ago 
by Gandhi, who is making a comeback 
after suffering a humiliating defeat in 
the March 1977 elections. So far she 
has embroiled both of the political 
parties opposing her while managing 
herself to stand clear. 

• The American CIA is•used routinely. 
as a whipping boy in Indian elections. 
This time, the ammunition was 
banded to Gandhi on a silver platter 
in the form of a critical biography by 
Thomas Powers, of. former spy chief. 
Richard Helms, entitled "The Man. 
Who Kept the Secrets." 

In the book, which is not yet avail-
' able here, Powers tells how in August 

1971, an informer in Gandhi's Cabinet 
told the CIA that the Soviet Union 
had signed a friendship treaty with 
India to forestall Indian recognition 

$ of Bangladesh. 
= Later that year, with India fighting 
Pakistan In Bangladesh—then East 

Pakistan—the Cabinet member was 
able to answer a CIA question and re-
port that the Indians planned to ex- 
tend the war to West Pakistan. 

Accoding to Powers' book, Nixon 
called that information one of the 
most timely pieces of intelligence he 
ever-got from the CIA 

In add, four leading politicians in 
the two anti-Gandhi parties . were 
members of-:her Cabinet in 1971: One 
of them, Jagjivan Ramrdefense minis-, 
ter In 1971; has denied a pane' accu-:,  
sation that he was the. CIA informer. 

Another,. Deputy Prime. Miniater 
Y.B. Chavati, finance minister in 1971, 
announced that several government 

= ministries are running a coordinated 
investigation to uncover the CIA in-
former. 
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Ram nd Chavan are major figures 
in the Janata and Lok Dal parties, the 
major opponents of Gandhi's Con-
gress in the Jan. 3 elections.. Splinters 
of the coalition that defeated her in 
1977, they etow spend as much time 
fighting each other as they do battling 
her party. 

Ram, the undisputed leader of In 
din's Untouchable caste, is the only' 
Janata- leader who -was-in Gandhi's.  

1971 Cabinet. But there are three Lok 
Dal members—Chavan, C. Subrama-
nian, the present defense minister, 
and. Karan Singh, the present educa-
tion minister—who were lit that Cabi- 
net.. - , 

Charan Singh, the caretaker prime 
minister and head' of the Lok Dal, has 
said that .no members of his present 
Cabinet was the CIA informer. 

Oddly enough, none of the infnrma-
tion revealed in Powers' book was 
new. Columnist Sack Anderson re-
ported in 1971;  when he uncovered the 
Nixon-Kissinger "tilt toward Paid. 
stan,"' that the CIA received informa-
tion on Indian intentions from a mem-
ber of Gandhi's Cabinet. 

In fart, Powers Included the infor-
mation in his book as an illustration 
of how upset the CIA was about intel-
ligence leaks from high in the execu-
tive branch. The CIA, Powers wrote, 
"was not about to tell every junior 
desk officer in government that it had 
an agent in Indira Gandhi's Cabinet." 

When Gandhi told a Nov. 10 politi-
cal rally in Kampur about the CIA in-
former in her Cabinet, she said she 
had not seen the hook but had been 
sent a copy of ' the section involving 
her. . 
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Four leading 
politicians . . . were 
members of her 
Cabinet in 1971. 
One .. Jag jivan 
Ram . . . has denied 
a public accusation 
that he was the 
CIA informer. 
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Stirs Furor in India 
Two days later the Ministry of Exter-

nal Affairs, on the direct orders of For-
eign Minister S.N. Mishra, released 
the excerpt. 

Since then, Prime Minister Singh's 
caretaker government has been trying 
to pin the charge of CIA agent on 
Ram. Singh hinted that Ram was the 
man who informed the CIA, and on 
Monday one of his political allies, Raj 
Narain, actually named Ram. 

Only one newspaper, the Express, 
carried the story. One news agency 
also carried Narain's charge, but later 
asked subscribers to kill the name. 

Narain, the president of Singh's Lok 
Dal party whom the Express de-
scribed as not having "distinguished 
himself by sobriety" in his post, of-
fered only one piece of circumstantial 
evidence to back the charge: the fact 
that Ram left the post of defense min-
ister after India defeated Pakistan 
and became agriculture minister. 

That, Narain said, could indicate 
that Gandhi knew that Rain was feed-
ing information to the CIA. 

In denying the charge. Ram at-
tacked Singh for clearing members of 
the present Cabinet before the gov-
ernment investigation is completed  

and defended his record as a member 
of the Gandhi Cabinet. 

"I have dealt with the defense appa-
ratus of the country for several years 
and I have dealt with it to the satis-
faction of the entire nation," he said. 

While the Janata and Lok Dal poli-
ticians battled each other, Gandhi has 
been sitting quietly .on the sidelines.' 
She was accused of 'having CIA con- 
nections in a book by Sen. Patrick 
Moynihan ID-N.Y.), the former U.S. 
ambassador to India, who wrote that 
Gandhi's congress Party received 
CIA funds twice in the past. 

The newspapers, however, have 
roundly condemned all the politicians 
for raising the CIA issue. The gener-
ally pro-Gandhi Times of India last 
week called it "shocking" that Gatidhi 
"lent credence to the charge that an 
unnamed Cabinet colleague was in 
touch with the CIA." Later, in an edi-
torial headed "from bad to worse," 
the Times attacked Narain and Singh 
for pointing the finger at Ram. 

The Times editorial also defended 
its position of not printing Narain's 
original charge, Which it called 
"Libelous . . . to a highly respected• 
individual. who can be the country's 
prime minister one day." 


