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T
he difficulty, w

e are told, is that 
so

cietal attitu
d

es ch
an

g
e. T

h
lrig

s 
that w

ere form
erly condoned, even 

en
co

u
rag

ed
, fall o

u
t o

f fash
io

n
. 

"T
im

e m
ak

es an
cien

t g
o
o
d
 u

n
-

couth," and so on. 
T

hus w
e are urged to be com

pas-
sionate tow

ard (or even pin hero's 
m

ed
als to

 th
e ch

est o
f) R

ich
ard

 
H

elm
s, the form

er C
IA

 chief w
ho 

R
ed under oath and got caught. 
O

nly a tiny handful of H
elm

s's de-
fenders—

and they are legion—
ask 

us to believe that this devoted public 
servant didn't really lie. W

hat m
ost 

of them
 ask Is that w

e understand 
that he w

as in a very difficult situa-
tion, torn betw

een his oath to pro-
tect the secrets of the C

IA
 and his 

oath to tell the truth to senators w
ho 

w
ere considering his appointm

ent as 
am

bassador to Iran. 
A

nd m
oat of all, w

e are asked to 
re

m
e
m

b
e
r th

a
t "

tim
e
s h

a
v

e
 

• changed," that it Isift. fair to judge 
1973 of fenkes by 1977 standards. 

If the argum
ents are fam

iliar, It Is 
because w

e have heard them
 before. 

W
e shouldn't hound R

ichard N
ixon 

out of office; w
e w

ere told, because 
John K

ennedy, L
yndon Johnson and 

others com
m

itted sim
ilar offenses 

and got aw
ay. 

S
piro A

gnew
's fall cam

e not be-
cause he com

m
itted a w

hole cata-
logue of corrupt acts but because he 
got caught in a tim

e w
arp of chang-

ing values. H
e, and M

arvin M
andel, 

his successor as governor of M
ary-

land, only did w
hat cam

e naturally 
(before tim

es changed) for B
altim

ore,  
politicos. 

L
ik

ew
ise w

ith
 B

ert L
an

ce, th
e 

scores of beneficiarieS
 of K

orean 
p
h
ilan

th
ro

p
ist T

o
n
g
su

n
 P

ark
 an

d
 

L
ord know

s w
ho else. 

T
h

e p
eo

p
le u

p
o

n
 w

h
o

m
 w

e are 
urged to look w

ith com
passion have 

o
n
e th

in
g
 in

 co
m

m
o
n
: T

h
ey

 are 
"som

ebody." B
y the sam

e token, those 
doing m

ost of the urging have in com
-' 

m
on the fact that they are long-tim

e 
friends of these "som

ebodies." 
S

ince I am
 nobody, and since I am

 
not a close friend of anyone w

ho is 
"som

ebody," perhaps I could be in- 

dulged a m
odest proposal. In consid-

eration of the fact that tim
es change 

an
d
, w

ith
 th

em
, o

u
r v

alu
es, w

e 
m

ight consider a periodic w
holesale 

am
nesty. Say every tw

o years. 
If any "som

ebody" goes for tw
o 

y
ears w

ith
o
u
t g

ettin
g
 cau

g
h
t, h

e 
should be granted an autom

atic ex-
em

ption from
 the new

 m
orality. H

is 
slate should be w

iped clean. 
T

he obvious objection is that such 
a plan, applied solely to "som

ebod-
ies," constitutes a double standard 
that, in itself, runs against the new

 
m

orality. 
N

aturally, I've thought of that. 
T

aking a listing in the C
ongres-

sional D
irectory as a pretty fair indi-

cator of "som
ebodiness"—

at least in 
the governm

ent—
there are approxi-

m
ately 12,800 "som

ebodies" am
ong 

u
s. F

ig
u

rin
g

 o
n

 th
e b

asis o
f a n

a-
tional population of 220 m

illion, that 
w

orks out to about 17,187 ordinary 
folk fO

r every "som
ebody." 

W
hat I propose, in the interest of 

fairness, is that every tim
e a "som

e-
body" has his slate w

iped clean, sim
i- 

Jar forgiveness should be aw
arded—

perhaps on the basis of a lottery—
to 

17,187 of the rest of us. T
he lucky, 

w
inners could then confess, w

ithout —
 

4  
fear of punishm

ent, that they had - 
cheated on their Incom

e tax or pad-
d
ed

 th
eir ex

p
en

se acco
u
n
ts o

r 
b
o
u
g
h
t a su

it o
f clo

th
es fro

m
 th

e 
"hot m

an." 
A

 case could be m
ade, of course, 

that the "nobodies," having less op-
porttinity for corruption, are likely 
to be less corrupt than the "som

e-
bodies" and thus less needful of am

-
hesty. 

T
herefore, as an alternative, I pro-

pose that the 17,187 ordinaries to be 
forgiven be chosen from

 am
ong the 

ranks of prisoners, in w
hich case 

their corruptness can be taken for 
granted. W

ith our national prison 
population estim

ated at som
e 200,-

000, w
e w

ould only have to forgive a - 
dozen B

etim
es to clean out the pri ,  

.
.
 

sons altogether. 
I'm

 su
re A

m
erican

 in
g

en
u

ity
 

could find another source of license 
plates. 
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