CIA Director Queried
In Agent Slander Suit
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BALTIMORE, June 6—A
Federal District Court Judge
ruled today that CIA Director
Richard M. Helms will be

tion in'a case in which one of
his agents is charged with
slander.

In setting a Sept. 19 date for
obtaining the deposition form
Helms, Chief Judge Roszel C.
Thomsen made it clear that

to answer any questions if the
CIA director feels that to do
so would jeopardize national
security. ;

the United States are at issue
in this case,” Thomsen said.
“The Government is justified
in being cautious about what
it says. It has to be remem-
bered that there are certain
public interests that are para:
mount.”

The $110,000 slander suit
was filed in 1964 by Eeril
‘|Heine, now 47, against™yR®
v o9, of Hyattsville, ~==
_[*"In a further note of caution,
-|Thomsen warned the plain-

tiffs' attorneys:

ﬂ “I don't know if your attack
is on the CIA or not. But ob-
viously, such a case as this
would make a beautiful vehi-
cle to attack the CIA. We can't
have a congressional hearing
here. Congress is the appropri-
ate place to attack the CIA,
not the courts.”
The plaintiffs’ lawyers; Er-
nest C. Raskauskas and Rob-
ert J, Stanford, assured the
judge that they were not out
to . attack the intelligence
.agency, but seeking only to
gain compensatipn for their
|client. .
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asked to give further informa-|"

Helms could not be compelled |

“The security interests of|
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" Heine, ‘who now lives in
Canada, claimed in the suit
that the CIA, acting through
Raus, was attempting to ruin
his career as an anti-Commu-
nist lecuurer by spreading sto-
ries among Estonian.emigres
that he was a Soviget agent.

The suit claims tha Raus's
allegedly landerous .remarks
came in connection with a
Nov. 9, 1963, meeting of. Es-
tonian emigres in New ¥ork.

Heine claims to have been a
prisoner in a Russian prison
camp and a guerrilla fighter
before the Comminist take-
gver of his country. He lee,
tures and shows antl-Commu.
nist films.

The case came before Judge
Thomsen last year. At that
time he fefused Heine permis-
sion to prosecute the suit on
the grounds that CIA secrets
would be revealed.

- The Fourth Circuit Court of
Appeals ordered the case re-
manded to Thomsen's court
for another hearing on spe-
cific points dealing with
whether the CIA had actually
given Instructions to Raus con-
cerning Heine,

_During today's hearing,
there was confusion from time
to time as to who was repre-
senting the CIA interests.

Raskauskas periodically ob-
jected to Raus’ lawyers, Paul
R. Connolly and F. -
Frettymar Jr., expressme-the
ST T TOMion in the case.

nolly and Prettyman “have
not entered appearances” as
the CIA attorneys, but yet
continued to speak for the
agency as well as Raus. Smil-
ing, Thomsen overruled the
objections, saying, “obviously,

the relationship with blxg_;CLA
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Raskauskas said that Con-|
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!is pretty close.”
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