
TH
E W

A
SH

IN
G

TO
N

 PO
ST 

Torricelli A
dm

its V
iolating H

ouse Secrecy O
ath 

B
y D

ana Priest 
W

ashington Poet Staff W
riter 

cure—
and then review

 for declassi-
fication in an expedited m

anner—
all 

U
.S. governm

ent records pertaining 
to [tw

o dozen] hum
an rights cases in 

G
uatem

ala." 
T

h
e letter, sp

o
n

so
red

 b
y

 S
en

. 
C

hristopher J. D
odd (C

onn.), ranking 
D

em
ocrat on the F

oreign R
elations 

C
om

m
ittee, said, "U

.S. citizens have 
a right to know

 w
hat their ow

n gov-
ernm

ent knew
 about these crim

es tp 
determ

ine if m
istakes w

ere m
ade 

and, if so, to ensure that they are not 
repeated." 

T
he oath that T

orricelli adm
itted 

violating w
as a new

 one adopted by 
the 104th C

ongress as part of H
ouse 

m
em

bers' C
ode of O

fficial C
onduct. 

It requires legislators to sw
ear not 

to reveal classified inform
ation. In-

telligence panel m
em

bers take a sec-
ond oath not to reveal inform

ation 
they learn from

 the com
m

ittee. 
In 1987 Sen. Patrick J. L

eahy (D
 - 

V
t.), a form

er vice chairm
an of the 

S
enate intelligence com

m
ittee, re -

signed from
 the panel after acknow

l -
edging he had show

n a television re -
p
o
rte

r a
 d

ra
ft re

p
o
rt o

n
 th

e
 

Iran-contra investigation that the 
com

m
ittee had voted not to release 

to the public. 
In a related developm

ent, U
.S. of-

ficials have offered to allow
 the FB

I 
to assist w

ith the G
uatem

alan inves-
tigation of A

lpirez, and w
ere aw

ait-
ing a decision. T

he bureau w
ould on-

ly be assisting in the case, and not 
preparing one for prosecution in the 
U

nited S
tates, departm

ent sources 
said yesterday. 

R
ep. R

obert G
. T

orricelli (D
-N

J.) 
adm

itted yesterday he violated a 
new

 H
ouse secrecy oath not to dis-

close classified inform
ation w

hen he 
revealed a paid C

IA
 inform

ant's role 
in tw

o m
urders in G

uatem
ala, but 

said his duty under U
.S

. law
s to re-

port crim
inal activity w

as m
ore im

-
portant. 

T
o

rricelli, in
 an

 ag
reem

en
t 

w
orked out w

ith H
ouse R

epublicans 
w

h
o
 w

an
t to

 th
ro

w
 h

im
 o

ff th
e 

H
ouse Perm

anent Select C
om

m
ittee 

on Intelligence, has asked the ethics 
com

m
ittee to resolve w

hat he called 
"a clear conflict" betw

een a H
ouse 

oath to protect classified data and 
his oath of office to uphold the C

on-
stitution. S

ecrecy oaths, he said, 
"are not designed to shield unlaw

ful 
behavior.... T

here w
as sim

ply no 
ch

o
ice.... I w

ill n
o
t b

e p
arty

 to
 a 

lie." 
If the C

O
m

m
ittee on Standards of 

O
fficial C

onduct rules against T
orri-

celli, he could face a broad range of 
disciplinary actions including a letter 
of reprim

and, rem
oval from

 the in-
telligence panel, censure or w

orse. 
O

n M
arch 22 T

orricelli w
rote a 

letter to President C
linton, and gave 

a copy to the N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es, al-

leging that a G
uatem

alan arm
y colo-

nel on the C
IA

's payroll had been in-
v
o
lv

e
d
 in

 th
e
 m

u
rd

e
rs o

f a
n

 
A

m
erican innkeeper and a G

uatem
a-

lan guerrilla m
arried to an A

m
erican 

law
yer. H

e said C
IA

 and other gov-
ernm

ent officials had covered up the 
inform

ation. 
T

orricelli said that m
em

bers of 
the C

IA
 and N

ational Security C
oun- 

Staff w
riter P

ierre T
hom

as 
contributed to this report. 

(R
-T

ex
.) said

 th
at sin

ce th
en

 th
e 

panel has not had a full m
eeting on 

the m
atter but that there have been 

"som
e telephone conversations" and 

"discussions" w
ith staff about the 

case. "It takes som
e tim

e to put this 
story together. . . . W

e're dealing 
w

ith
 a situ

atio
n
 th

at h
ap

p
en

ed
 a 

num
ber of years ago," C

om
best said. 

C
om

best said he believes T
orri-

celli violated the H
ouse secrecy oath 

and possibly the com
m

ittee's oath, 
w

hich prohibits law
m

akers from
 di-

v
u
lg

in
g
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

b
tain

ed
 as 

m
em

bers of the panel. H
e said dis-

closures such as T
orricelli's hurt 

C
ongress's credibility w

ith the intel-
ligence com

m
unity, on w

hich C
on-

gress relies for inform
ation. 

"It's very difficult for us to expect 
the agency to respect us, if w

e di-
v

u
lg

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
, reg

ard
less o

f 
w

here that inform
ation com

es from
," 

C
om

best said. 
W

hen T
orricelli took the podium

 
in the H

ouse R
adio and T

elevision 
G

allery m
om

ents later, he lam
basted 

C
om

best's com
m

ents about the con-
gressional-C

IA
 relationship. 

"I'm
 not going to earn their trust," 

he said of the C
IA

. T
heir testim

ony 
"is n

o
t a g

ift to
 th

e C
o
n
g
ress. ... 

W
hat m

atters is not the bond w
e 

have w
ith the boys in the C

IA
, it's 

the bond w
e have w

ith the A
m

erican 
people." 

W
hile R

epublicans appeared ready 
to toss T

orricelli off the com
m

ittee 
for his disclosures, som

e D
em

ocrats 
w

ere asking for still m
ore revela-

tions. T
w

elve senators, including 
one R

epublican, Jam
es M

. Jeffords 
(V

t.), sent a letter to C
linton asking 

him
 "to m

ove im
m

ediately to se- 

cil w
ent to his office on the evening 

of M
arch 22 to try to talk him

 out of 
disclosing the inflam

m
atory new

s, or 
of inform

ing C
linton of all the infor-

m
ation he had obtained. 
A

 C
IA

 spokesm
an said the agency 

w
ent to T

orricelli's office only "to 
apprise him

 of the facts and answ
er 

an
y
 q

u
estio

n
s" h

e h
ad

 ab
o
u
t th

e 
case. T

he N
ational S

ecurity C
ouncil 

had no com
m

ent. 
T

orricelli has said from
 the begin-

ning that he did not receive any of 
the inform

ation from
 intelligence 

panel briefings and, in fact, deliber-
ately

 d
id

 n
o

t atten
d

 b
riefin

g
s o

n
 

G
uatem

ala to avoid a conflict. Y
es-

terday he said his inform
ation cam

e 
"from

 m
em

bers of C
linton's ow

n ad-
m

inistration w
ho w

anted to com
m

u-
nicate w

ith [the president] as soon 
as they could, and as boldly as they 
could." 

T
he president ordered a govern-

m
entw

ide investigation into the m
at-

ter as a result of T
orricelli's disclo-

sure. 
It w

as unclear yesterday w
hat, if 

any, details about the case C
linton 

knew
 before he received the con-

g
ressm

an
's letter. In

 Jan
u

ary
, 

m
onths after it had received the in-

form
ation itself, C

IA
 headquarters 

inform
ed the W

hite H
ouse that C

ol. 
Julio R

oberto A
lpirez, the C

IA
 infor-

m
ant, had been involved in the 1990 

m
urder of innkeeper M

ichael D
e-

V
ine and the 1992 slaying of guerril-

la E
frain B

am
aca V

elasquez. T
he 

C
IA

 briefed congressional intelli-
gence oversight com

m
ittees on the 

m
atter in F

ebruary. 
Y

esterd
ay

, H
o

u
se in

tellig
en

ce 
com

m
ittee C

hairm
an L

arry C
om

best 


