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US. ) udge Rules Ex—Guatemalan Offl(:lal
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Special to The Washington Post -
BOSTON, April 12—A federal judge to-
day found a former Guatemalan defense min-

ister responsible for a campaign of murder

andtorhuemthatcmmtxy,andorde;edhun

to'pay $47.5 million to his victims.

Gen. Hector Grama)owasfound-mde-

| fault in a pair of lawsuits filed in 1991 by an
- American nun and 11 Guatemalans, charg-

ing: Gramap with ordering, -tolerating or
covering up extensive human rights abusa

. dunng the 1980s.
“ -’ In an- 87-page opinion, U.S. District’
Judge ‘Douglas P. Woodlock found Gramajo-

lable under several U.S. laws, including

the 1991 Torture Victim Protection Act.

He ordered millions in compensatory and

punitive damages for each plaintiff.
Woodlock found that Sister Diana Ortiz,

‘a U.S. citizéen who was working in Guate-
mala, was abducted, raped and tortured in -
1989 by soldiers under Gramajo’s com- .

mand, “Our quest is not one of revenge,”
said Ortiz, a member of the Uruline order.
“All we want is justice—not just for our-
selves but for the people of Guatemala.”
Attorneys said it would be nearly impos-

-sible to collect the money from Gramajo,-
" who lives in Guatemala and did not defend

himself in the suit. But they hailed the rul-

ing and called the damages an important

symbolic victory.

“I think it is really a very powerful indict-
ment of General Gramajo and the Guate-
malan: military generally,” said Beth Ste-
phens, an attorney with the. Center for
Constitutional Rights in New York who
represented the plaintiffs. )

President Clinton has ordered an mvestl—
gation into possible U.S. involvement in hu-
man rights abuses in Guatemala, including
the Ortiz case. The investigations follow
recent congressional disclosure of allega-
tions that a Guatemalan army colonel who

"was a paid CIA informant was-involved in

the 1990 murder of an American innkeeper
there and the 1992 slaying of a Guatemalan
guerrilla leader mamed to an American
lawyer ) :

Among the precedents cited by Wood-

lock was a 1946 case involving atrocities.
by Japanese soldiers against U.S. service-
men. during World War II. “In this.case, -

plaintiffs have convincingly demonstrated

that, at a minimum, Gramajo was aware of -

and supported widespread acts of brutali-
ty committed by personnel under his com-~

mand resultmg in thousands of: civilian - % ‘W

deaths.”

the.charges, saying he was a victim of a
“political vendetta.”
In the past,. Gramajo, who served as de-

fense minister from 1987 to 1990, has. -

been:a frequent vnsntor to the Umted
States. . .
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