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TH
E W

A
SH

IN
G

TO
N

 PO
ST 

C
IA

' H
ad H

it List of 58 G
uatem

alans is the 1950s 
Agency Reveals D

etails of C
overt Action Against President Arbenz, O

verthrow
n but N

ot K
illed 

tion "as a substitute for, or in com
bi-

nation w
ith" param

ilitary operations 
w

as co
n
sid

ered
, th

e ag
en

cy
 said

. 
"D

iscussions of assassination took 
place at the w

orking level but also 
involved senior agency officials and, 
on several occasions, S

tate D
epart-

m
ent officials as w

ell," the agency 
said in a sum

m
ary paper. 

In the end, as previously reported, 
a param

ilitary force of exiled, G
uate-

m
alans w

as trained and sent into .the 
co

u
n
try

 to
 create p

ressu
re o

n
 A

r-
benz and "persuade m

ilitary leaders 
inside the governm

ent to cooperate 
in a coup against A

rbenz," the agen-
cy said. T

he m
ilitary action w

as co-: 
ordinated w

ith a • propaganda cam
- • 

paign against A
rbenz; tw

o w
eeks 

after the invasion he,  resigned `and 
left the country. 	

- 
In the 1960s, the agency under- 

to
o
k
 o

th
er co

v
ert actio

n
s th

at in
- 

cluded assassination attem
pts, in- 

clu
d
in

g
 ag

ain
st C

u
b
an

 P
resid

en
t 

F
idel C

astro, P
rim

e M
inister P

atrice 
L

iuntunba of the B
elgian C

ongo and 
the D

orffinicari R
epublic's dictator, 

R
afael T

rujillo. T
he C

astro efforts 
failed; and although L

um
um

ba died 
in

 a p
lan

e crash
 an

d
 T

ru
jillo

 w
as 

- shot, a 1975 congressional investi-
gation foU

nd that neither death w
as 

a result of the C
IA

's actions. 
T

he G
uatem

ala assassination m
a-

terial w
as not m

ade available to C
ap-

ito
l H

ill in
v
estig

ato
rs d

u
rin

g
 th

e 
1975 H

ouse and S
enate hearings 'on 

B
y W

alter Pincus 
W

ashioran Post Staff W
riter 

T
he C

IA
 considered assassinating 

G
uatem

alan lead
ers m

o
re th

an
 4

0
 

years ago, review
ing a list of 58 tar-

g
ets and training som

e gunm
en for 

the job, but the killings w
ere not car-

ried out, the agency said yesterday. 
T

he disclosure cam
e as the C

IA
 

announced the release of 1,400 pag-
es of once-classified records describ-
ing a covert action that caused the 
collapse of the governm

ent of G
uate-

m
alan P

resident Jacobo A
rbenz in 

June 1954. A
rbenz fled to C

uba and 
eventually into exile in M

exico. 
A

lthough m
ost details of the G

ua-
tem

alan operation have been w
ell 

know
n for years, yesterday's release 

of docum
ents w

as the first tim
e that 

the C
IA

 disclosed that assassinations 
bad been contem

plated. A
gency offi- . 

cials term
ed the assassination m

ate 
rial "the m

ost sensitive in the collec-
tio

n
" th

a
t w

a
s re

le
a
se

d
 to

 th
e
 

N
ational A

rchives for public review
. 

T
he E

isenhow
er adm

inistration 
acted

 ag
ain

st A
rb

en
z b

ecau
se h

e 
w

as view
ed as a leftist. "T

here w
as 

considerable com
m

unist influence 
w

ithin his governm
ent, giving rise to 

fears that G
uatem

ala could becom
e a 

S
oviet client state," a C

IA
 official 

said. 
F

ro
m

 first p
lan

n
in

g
 sessio

n
s in

 
1
9
5
2
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e fin
al y

ear o
f th

e 
T

rum
an adm

inistration, assassina- 

the agency and w
as only discovered 

in 1979, the agency said. 
H

o
w

ev
er, w

h
en

 th
e A

m
erican

 
public learned in 1973 that the C

IA
 

had considered assassination as a 
policy, then-C

IA
 D

irector W
illiam

 E
. 

C
olby prohibitedfurther agency in-

volvem
ent in such action. In 1976, 

then-P
resident G

erald R
. F

ord is-
sued an executive order banning any 
U

.S. governm
ent eM

ployee from
 in-

v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 assassin

atio
n
. T

h
at 

prohibition, expanded by P
resident  

Jim
m

y' C
arter, rem

ains in effect to-
day. 

A
rgum

ents 01111 take place w
ithin 

the agency about the m
erits of the 

current policy, prim
arily because it 

has kept planners from
 undertaking 

covert operations that m
ay as a side 

effect lead to som
e killings, accord-

ing to retired and active agency offi-
cers. O

ne official pointed to the B
ush 

adm
inistration's m

ilitary invasion of 
P

anam
a to capture th

at co
u
n
try

's 
dictator; M

anuel A
ntonio N

oriega, 
w

hich took place after agency offi-
, cials said a covert action to seize him

 
m

ight lead to his assassination. 
The A

ssociated P
ress added: 

T
he docum

ents released yester-
day indicate that exiled rebel leader 
C

astillo A
rm

as, w
ho took over after 

the fall of A
rbenz, gave the C

IA
 the 

list of 58 individuals to be assassinat-
ed.. O

ne C
IA

 official review
ing the 

proposal suggested "even a sm
aller 

num
ber, say 20, w

ould be sufficient." 

In M
arch 1954, the C

IA
 drew

 up 
criteria for assassination targets: 
high governm

ent and organization 
leaders "irrevocably im

plicated in 
C

om
m

unist doctrine and policy"; 
"out and out proven C

om
m

unist 
leaders"; or' people in key govern-
m

ent and m
ilitary positions of tacti-

cal im
portance "w

hose` rem
oval for 

psychological, organizational or oth-
er reasons is m

andatory for the suc-
cess of m

ilitary action." 
In 1953, the C

IA
 included plans 

for "K
" groups, or assassin team

s, to 
w

ork w
ith sabotage groups, and reb-

els began training assassins. C
IA

 
headquarters in W

ashington sent 20 
silencers for .22-caliber rifles to the 
rebel killers training hi H

onduras, 
said a Jan. 11, 1954, cable. 

In the spring of 1954, C
IA

 officers 
m

ade official requests to the S
tate, 

D
epartm

ent to im
plem

ent assassina-
tions. N

o cabled replies w
ere found. 

T
hree w

eeks before'President A
r-

benz resigned, a C
IA

 field officer 
m

et w
ith officials in W

ashington to 
subm

it the political assassination 
plan in person. It w

as ruled out "at 
least for the im

m
ediate future," ac-

cording to a once-classified C
IA

 his-
tory of the events that w

as w
ritten 

in 1995. 
Still, upon returning to G

uatem
a-

la, the official told his C
IA

 staff the 
consensus in W

ashington w
as, "A

r-
benz m

ust go; how
 does not m

atter." 


