
ela Officials 
Are Cleared 
In Slayings 
Oversight Board Critical 
Of Gyatemala Updates 

By Walter Pincus 
Washmeon Post SW( Writer 

President Clinton's Intelligence 
Oversight Board yesterday cleared 
American CIA officials of any in-
volvement in the killings in Guate-
inala of a U.S. innkeeper and a Gua-
temalan guerrilla married to an 
American lawyer, but it criticized 
the agency for failing  to keep Con-
gress and the State Department in-
formed of important information 
about the two cases. 

In addition, .a six-month internal 
CIA inquiry left in doubt whether a 
Guatemalan army colonel on the 
CIA's payroll had any association 
with either killing. The investiga-
tion, by the CIA inspector general, 
described serious flaws in CIA re-
porting  in 1991 and 1995 that initial-
lr  linked Col. Julio Roberto Alpirez 
to the cases. 

The issue remained open, howev-
er, as a senior CIA official familiar 
with the investigation yesterday told 
reporters that Alpirez "may very 
well have been involved." 

The, investigations by the over-
sight board and the CIA inspector 
general were undertaken this year 
after members of Congress com-
plained of a possible coverup of CIA 
involvement in the 1990 abduction 
and killing  of innkeeper William De-
Vme and the 1992 torture and disap- 
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In disclosing doubts that the C

IA
 

inspector general had about the ac-
curacy of agent reports it received 
on A

lpirez and the tw
o m

urderi,"the 
senior agency official w

ho briefed re-
porters disclosed that only 10 per-
cent of the C

IA
's paid agents in G

ua-
tem

ala h
ad

 b
een

 exam
in

ed
 for 

reliability under agency rules in ef-
fect since 1989. 

T
he senior official said, how

ever, 
that despite the rem

aining doubts he 
w

as not sure the inspector general 
"w

ould do a lot m
ore w

ork" on find-
ing out about any A

lpirez role in the 
killings because his investigation w

as 
designed only to "find out w

hat the 
agency knew

 about A
lpirez, w

hat 
their relationship w

as, rather than 
finding out w

ho [did] it." 
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T

he report singles out one C
IA

'„ 
case officer in "G

uatem
ala w

ho w
as ,  

the source of the 1991 report that 
first  indicated that A

lpirez m
ay have  

been "present" w
hen D

eV
ine w

as in-
terrogated

 an
d

 even
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ally k
illed

. 
T

he case officer, according to a sum
-

m
ary of the H

itz report, later told in-
vestigators he w

as "uncertain about 
the accuracy of key elem

ents of the 
inform

ation that he reported to the 
agency." 

H
itz found in the G

uatem
ala m

at;
  

ter that the agency did not m
eet the 

statutory standard to keep "congres-
sional intelligence oversight com

m
it-

tees fully and currently inform
ed.' 

W
hen the 1991 report on A

lpirez's 
alleged presence at the D

eV
ine in-

terrogation cam
e to W

ashington, 
C
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gress w

as n
ot in
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ed

, 
though the m

urder had caused the 
B

ush adm
inistration to halt U

.S. m
il-

itary aid to G
uatem

ala. 
H

itz, how
ever, put that failure to 

"m
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ent inattention" rather 
than finding any "agency personnel 
[w

ho] advocated not notifying C
on-

gress or m
ade a decision not to do 

so." 
C
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w

ho is in E
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ing to C

ongress and the State D
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ent, and w
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plinary m
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report. 
R

itz, according to a senior intelli-
gence official, nam

ed active and re-
tired agency em

ployees in his report 
and w

rote up their alleged deficien-
ciep. 

H
itz did not recom

m
end firing 

any, the official said. 


