CIA Agent We lch B u”ed

Ford, Kissinger Among Mourners at 'AA_rl_ington

By Laurence Stern ‘/"/ 7
Washington Post Stalf Wriler
Richard S. Welch, who spent most of his life
in the cold .and anonymous world of .in-
ternational espionage, was buried in
Arlington National Cemetery yesterday with

a show of pomp usually reserved for the -

nation's most renowned military heroes,

President Ford and Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissinger stood as mourners while
the flag-draped coffin of the slain’ Central
Intelligence Agency official was carried by
eight Marines to a horse-drawn caisson for
the trip to the knoll where Welch was laid to
rest.

The funeral was a rare and glittering
tableau of the American national security
establishment with several generations of
| diplomats and spies gathered on the grassy

slopes of Arlington to pay tribute to Welch and
the institution he served. -

Although the Welch family requested that
reporters be barred from the chapel where
the funeral service was performed, provision
.was made for news coverage of what the Ford
administrgtion clearly conceived of as an
important event, '

The family was reported by friends to hold
a grievance against some members of the
‘press for contribufing to a *‘climate of
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opinion” that may have resulted in Welch's
murder Dec. 23 in Athens. The CIA has
maintained a large and controversial]
presence in Athens since the Greek civil war
inthe late 1940s. by
Welch's murder came at a time when the
public stock of the CIA was at the lowest point’ 3
in its:'27:year history. Two congressiona
committees, as-well as the administratiog, .
are preparing new bureaucratic blueprints;
for reorganizing the agency to prevent futuré’
abuses, of the sort that have resounded,
Lhroutgsh congressional hearing rooms for;
maonths, VL e . % Khs
The ceremony was conducted with fufl’
military honors in freezing temperatures;
under a bright sun. President Ford and
‘Kissinger arrived shortly before the begih-;
‘ning of the service at 11:30 a.m. Security
personnel swarmed “in - unusual profusioh
through the crowd that.gathered at the er-
trance to the chapel. (.
President Ford sat in-the new, modernistic
Ft. Myer-chapel between CIA Directurﬂ
‘William E. Colby and Kissinger. George
Bush, who has been nominated to succeed¥
Colby, sat two rows behind, Brent Scowcroft,.
the President's special assistant for nationalsy

' See FUNERAL, A2, Col.L -«
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security affairs,

sat in the row behind Mr.
Ford,

Nol once during the simple

ceremony was Welch's name

mentioned. There was a short

eulogy, but no'sermen. At one.

point, the officiating chaplain,

- Col. Duncan C. Stawart ef Ft.
Myer, asked that Weich's

‘‘devotion to duty and to
country”™ ‘be ﬁvva.aaa in
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the' Army band played “Abide

With Me,"" President Ford .

-x_v—ni!a&mang
to Welch's widow, Maria
Cristina, and 'then’ was'in-
ﬂ......_noon. to the slain
LIA offi ather, two sons
‘and ddughers = e 0
It was at the 1..3:5.:.»

insistence’ that Welch was -

buried in'Arlinglon, which is
now restricted to those who
dve while am active duty in the
armed forces, veterans who
el gk -i!ulltnau

depehieils of i i i
Arlington.

Welch, 46, __E__ sereed iy
L.urope and ie Letts America
and was reputed Lo be.one of
the CIA's most respected
operatives. 7

Although he was in official
biographical”lists. as being
both a military and a
diplomatic officer—common
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covers for CTA operati
had served as an intel
officer for more than 20 y
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es for Welch at E_Emaos

d helped organize the CIA's
terpart organization in
el

@i\nother was Mike Acker-a
n, who served under Welch
uyana, Ackerman handed -
reporter an index card
bepring what he described as
Bio’s definition of the
public’s ideal guardian.

{ The nature required to
ke a really noble guardian
our commonwealth,'
erman's quolation mma

1 be ‘swiit and m:.aun.
frited and philosophic.”
pse, he said, .were “the -
: ities of Welch,

rmourners included at
two staff members of the -
ate intelligence com-
Blee, whose members were

invited to xanﬂ_ the funeral '
- by the administration. .
One postscript tothe funeral -

was .the CIA's
mnrnainmma:mﬁ that it has
asked the Justice Department
to investigate whether federal
laws were violated in
publication of Welch's name
by a Washington-based group
called Fifth Estate.

Welch was named in two
editions’ of the organization's
magazine, Counter-Spy, as
CIA station chief in EEm

Peru, -

As has mammimnp Ford,
David  -Phillips of ° the
. Association of  Retired

' Intelligence Officers linked
Welch's . assassination _ lo

Janguage

_EE_nw:n: of his name in
Counter-Spy and.an mum__u? Y
newspaper in
Athens.

. .Members of Fifth Estate

have previously said that
Welch's name first appeared
in a Peruvian: provincial

- newspaper that two Maryknoll

missionaries brought to

~ Washington. His name also

appeared eight years ago in
the book “Who's Who in the
CIA,”” _an unreliable com-
pendium of names reported to
have been gathered and
published by Commiinist
intelligence services, y

Fifth Estate would, not’
comment on the Enﬁm_.
yesterday.




