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D
espite an ex-

haustive year-long investigation, m
obi- 

lizin
g
 at least eig

h
t secu

rity
 serv

ices 
around the w

orld, the assassination in 
A

th
en

s last D
ecem

b
er o

f C
IA

 statio
n
 

ch
ief R

ich
ard

 W
elch

 rem
ain

s a m
y

s-
tery

. 
N

o
 su

b
stan

tial lead
s h

av
e b

een
 u

n
-

c
o
v
e
re

d
 a

n
d
 a

u
th

o
ritie

s h
a
v
e
 e

x
-

hausted m
ost of the clues, w

hich w
ere 

frag
m

en
tary

 at b
est 

B
ut fresh im

petus has been given to 
the investigation and new

 sensitivities 
h
av

e b
een

 raised
 b

y
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 

last T
uesday of E

vanghelos M
allios, a 

ran
k
in

g
 secu

rity
 o

fficial o
f th

e o
u
sted

 
G

reek
 m

ilitary
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t. P
o
lice 

sa
id

 y
e
ste

rd
a
y
 th

a
t b

a
llistic

s te
sts 

sh
o
w

 th
at th

e sam
e .4

5
 calib

er p
isto

l 
w

as used in both assassinations. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e y
ear sin

ce th
e k

illin
g
 o

f 
W

elch
, crack

 team
s o

f C
IA

 in
v
estig

a- 
to

rs h
av

e co
m

e to
 A

th
en

s. S
o
 far th

ey
 

h
av

e d
irected

 o
r p

articip
ated

 in
 fo

u
r 

m
ajo

r in
q
u
iries. A

 n
u
m

b
er o

f fo
reig

n
 

serv
ices h

av
e co

o
p
erated

, in
clu

d
in

g
 

the C
ypriots, T

urks and, interestingly, 
the S

oviet K
G

B
. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 au
th

o
ritativ

e so
u
rces, 

th
e
 K

G
B

 a
p
p
a
re

n
tly

 w
a
s e

a
g
e
r to

 
sh

o
w

 th
at it w

as n
o
t resp

o
n
sib

le fo
r 

W
elch

's d
eath

. It ap
p
aren

tly
 realized

 
th

a
t its o

w
n
 a

g
e
n
ts c

o
u
ld

 b
e
c
o
m

e
 

highly vulnerable if w
arfare broke out 

betw
een m

ajor intelligence services. 
F

o
r th

e in
v
estig

ato
rs, th

ere w
as lit-

tle to
 w

o
rk

 o
n
 fro

m
 th

e b
eg

in
n
in

g
 

sin
ce th

e assassin
atio

n
 w

as a 
h
ig

h
ly 

professional job. 
S

u
rro

u
n
d
ed

 b
y
 th

ree m
ask

ed
 m

en
 

o
u
tsid

e h
is p

o
sh

 su
b
u
rb

an
 v

illa as h
e 

retu
rn

ed
 fro

m
 a C

h
ristm

as p
arty

 D
ec. 

23, W
elch, 46, w

as gunned dow
n w

ith 
silent precision. W

ithin 60 seconds h
e 

lay
 d

ead
 o

n
 th

e p
av

em
en

t. T
h
e assas-

sins sped aw
ay in a black F

lat w
ithout 

leaving a trace. 
A

fter a year of siftin
g
 clues, interro-

g
atin

g
 su

sp
ects an

d
 try

in
g
 to

 u
n
rav

el 
m

otives, the prevailing theory, accord-
in

g
 to

 o
n
e so

u
rce clo

se to
 th

e in
v
esti-

g
atio

n
, is th

at a sm
all g

ro
u
p
 o

f rig
h
t-

ist extrem
ists w

ere responsible for the 

assassin
atio

n
. T

h
ey

 co
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 
G

reek, G
reek-C

ypriot or both. 
T

heir m
otive w

as tw
ofold according 

to
 th

e th
eo

ry
: to

 d
estab

ilize G
reece's 

n
ew

 d
em

o
cratic g

o
v
ern

m
en

t an
d
 to

 
se

ttle
 a

 sc
o
re

 w
ith

 th
e
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 

agency. T
he C

IA
 has been accused of 

betraying rightists in both C
yprus and 

G
reece. 
"T

h
is w

as a tim
e," an

o
th

er so
u
rce 

ad
d

ed
, "w

h
en

 m
ajo

r trials w
ere sen

d
-

in
g
 th

e
 le

a
d
e
rsh

ip
 o

f th
e
 ju

n
ta

 
(d

ep
o
sed

 in
 1

9
7
4
) to

 p
riso

n
 fo

r life. 
M

ak
ario

s h
ad

 retu
rn

ed
 to

 C
y

p
ru

s an
d

 
th

e
 id

e
a
 o

f 
enosis, 	

u
n
io

n
 o

f 
G

reece an
d
 C

y
p
ru

s su
p
p
o
rted

 b
y
 th

e 
rig

h
tists" w

a
s c

le
a
rly

 a
n
d
 fin

a
lly

 
d
ead

. T
h
ese w

ere g
u
y
s w

h
o
, In

 th
eir 

rig
h
t-w

in
g
, an

ti-C
tim

m
u
n
ist fan

ati-
cism

, thought they w
ere im

plem
enting 

th
e ag

en
cy

's p
lan

s. S
o
 th

ey
 ex

p
ected

 
the C

IA
 to support them

. B
ut dictator-

ships w
ere overturned in both N

icosia 
an

d
 A

th
en

s an
d
 th

e C
IA

 n
ev

er said
 a 

w
ord." 
"W

eice w
as w

ell know
n on C

yprus," 
th

e
 so

u
rc

e
 c

o
n
tin

u
e
d
. "H

e
 se

rv
e
d
 

th
ere in

 th
e v

o
latile y

ears after In
d
e-

pendence, from
 1960 to 1963. O

n an is-
lan

d
 lik

e th
at y

o
u
're b

o
u
n
d
 to

 m
ak

e 
enem

ies, and som
e of the best guns in 

th
e eastern

 M
ed

iterran
ean

 are m
em

-
b
ers o

f E
O

K
A

-B
," th

e G
reek

 C
y
p
rio

t 
terro

rist g
ro

u
p
. 

In
terro

g
atio

n
 o

f sco
res o

f C
y

p
rio

ts, 
b
o
th

 sy
m

p
ath

izers an
d
 in

fo
rm

ers o
f 

E
O

K
A

-B
, h

as u
n
earth

ed
 n

o
 su

b
stan

-
tive inform

ation relating to the W
elch 

m
u
rd

er. N
eith

er h
av

e an
y
 o

f th
e m

o
re 

than 500 interrogations to date. 
K

now
n anarchists, professional gun-

m
en

, m
em

b
ers o

f G
reece's u

ltra-rig
h
t 

an
d
-left, h

av
e all b

een
 su

m
m

o
n
ed

 to
 

secu
rity

 h
ead

q
u
arters. T

h
eir h

o
m

es 
h
av

e b
een

 raid
ed

 an
d
 in

 so
m

e cases, 
their offices sacked. A

lthough authori-
ties h

av
e u

n
co

v
ered

 a scatterin
g
 o

f 
sm

all arm
s arsen

als, th
ey

 h
av

e u
n
-

earth
ed

 n
o

th
in

g
 o

n
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 

o
f W

elch
—

d
esp

ile th
e o

ffer o
f 5

1
6
0
,-

0
0
0

 rew
ard

. T
h

e car u
sed

 in
 th

e k
ill-

ing of W
elch has not been found, and, 

there Is no iron-clad evidence that the 
assassins w

ere G
reek. 

W
e
lc

h
's d

riv
e
r a

n
d
 b

o
d
y
g
u
a
rd

 
E

v
an

g
h
elo

s C
h
riso

ch
o
u
 in

sists th
at 

o
n
e o

f th
e assassin

s sh
o
u
ted

 "P
u
t u

p
 

your hands" in G
reek. M

rs. W
elch, the 

only other w
itness, does not agree. 

T
w

o previously unknow
n organiza-

tio
n
s h

av
e claim

ed
 resp

o
n
sib

ility
 fo

r 
killing W

elch, but neither claim
 could 

be verified, and police dism
issed both 

as the w
ork of cranks. 

O
ne of the m

ost m
ystifying aspects 

of the tw
o assassinations is the surfac-

ing of a little-know
n, underground or- 

g
an

izatio
n
 callin

g
 itself th

e R
ev

o
lu

- 
tio

n
a
ry

 O
rg

a
n
iz

a
tio

n
 o

f N
o
v
. 1

7
. 

N
a
m

e
d
 a

fte
r a

 stu
d
e
n
t u

p
risin

g
 

ag
ain

st th
e ju

n
ta o

n
 th

at d
ate in

 1
9
7
3
, 

th
e
 o

rg
a
n
iz

a
tio

n
, th

ro
u
g
h
 p

rin
te

d
 

statem
ents, has claim

ed responsibility 
for killing both M

allios and W
elch. 

O
th

er th
an

 th
e assassin

atio
n
 claim

s 
a
n
d
 so

m
e
 m

in
o
r b

o
m

b
 a

tta
c
k
s o

n
 

A
m

erican cars, authorities have no in- 
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 a

lle
g
e
d
ly

 le
ftist 

sp
lin

ter g
ro

u
p
. T

h
ey

 co
n
ced

e th
at 

th
e
re

 m
u
st b

e
 so

m
e
 a

p
p
a
ra

tu
s fo

r 
su

ch
 o

p
eratio

n
s, h

u
t, th

u
s far, th

ere is 
no specific evidence that the "N

ov. 17" 
organization exists. 

E
x
p
e
rts a

re
 e

x
a
m

in
in

g
 le

a
fle

ts 
strew

n
 n

ear M
allio

's b
o
d
y
, alleg

ed
ly

 
by "N

ov. 17," and com
paring them

 to 
statem

en
ts slip

p
ed

 u
n
d
er th

e d
o
o
rs o

f 
foreign new

s agencies last D
eceniber, 

claim
ing responsibility for the assassi-

nation of W
elch. 

P
h
ilo

lg
ists h

av
e b

een
 called

 in
 to

 
testify

, T
h
e A

n
g
h
i, th

e n
ew

sp
ap

er o
f 

th
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ist P

arty
 o

f th
e In

terio
r, 

w
hich follow

s a nationalist, independ-
en

t lin
e, co

m
m

en
ted

 o
n
 th

e p
h
raseo

l- 
o
g
y
 o

f th
e M

allio
s leaflets. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 

th
ey

 w
ere co

u
ch

ed
 in

 rad
ical leftist 

rh
eto

ric, th
e p

ap
er said

, th
ere w

ere 
certain expressions w

hich w
ere out of 

sync for a G
reek leftist_ 

T
here are a num

ber of striking sim
-

ilarities betw
een the W

elch and M
all- 

ins operations, including, according to 
co

m
p

eten
t o

fficials, th
e u

ltim
ate o

b
-

jectiv
e to

 d
estab

ilize th
e G

reek
 g

o
v
-

ernm
ent. 

In
fo

rm
ed

 so
u
rces cau

tio
n
 th

at an
 

im
m

ed
iate lin

k
ag

e co
u

ld
 b

e su
p

erfi-
cial. T

h
ere are also

 so
m

e o
u
tstan

d
in

g
 

•
•
•■•1111 

discrepancies, particularly that, 
ap

p
ears, in

 th
e case o

f M
ello

! 	
be 

th
e w

o
rk

 o
f a g

ro
u

p
 w

ith
 a n

iM
al, 

leftist base. 
A

s the W
elch investigators w

aitsfor 
the next lead, secruity at the A

m
erican 

em
b
assy

 h
as b

een
 in

ten
sified

, A
 "1

0
-

fo
o
t iro

n
 fen

ce su
rro

u
n
d
s th

e b
u
ild

-
in

g
, an

d
 w

in
d
o
w

s h
av

e b
een

 rep
laied

 
w

ith
 o

p
a
q
u
e
 g

la
ss. V

isito
rs a

re
 

c
h

e
c
k

e
d

 c
a
re

fu
lly

, a
n

d
 b

o
th

 u
n

i-
fo

rm
ed

 an
d
 p

lain
clo

th
es p

o
liced

:len
 

m
ill about the lobby and stand outtde 

o
n
 th

e street. 
W

hen ranking em
bassy officers a v e 

a p
arty

, th
ere are g

u
ard

s o
n

 th
e stitet 

o
u
tsid

e
 th

e
 h

o
u
se

 a
n
d
 in

sid
e
 th

e
 

.  
grounds. 

C
h
riso

ch
o
u
, 4

8
, is still an

 ern
b
assy

 
d
riv

er, alth
o
u
g
h
 h

e n
o
 lo

n
g
er d

riv
es 

the C
IA

 chief of station's car. 
T

he old residence on V
assillas tre-

d
erlk

as, th
e b

o
rn

e o
f W

elch
 

and' at 
least six

 o
th

er statio
n
 ch

iefs o
v
er th

e 
last 25 years, has not been abandohed. 
A

 n
ew

, o
fficially

 u
n
d
isclo

sed
, resi-

dence has been found. 


