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Ex-A
ide Says C

IA
 D

elayed C
orrecting H

ill Testim
ony, 

A
gency R

eluctance to D
isclose R

ole in C
ontra R

esupply M
issions Is A

ired at G
eorge Trial 

• 
B

y G
eorge L

ardner Jr. 
and W

alter Pincus • 
W

ashington Poet Staff W
ritere 

A
 form

er C
IA

 official w
ho unw

it-
tingly drafted m

isleading .1986 con-
gressional testim

ony said yesterday 
that it took alm

ost tw
o m

onths to 
get C

IA
 superiors to correct the 

record after he discovered the tes 
tim

ony w
as w

rong. 
T

he errant testim
ony, subm

itted 
five days after a contra resupply 
plane w

as shot dow
n over N

icara-
gua on O

ct. 5, stated that the C
IA

 
"w

as not involved directly or indi-
rectly in arranging, directing or fa-
cilitating resupply m

issions con-
ducted by private individuals in sup-
port of the N

icaraguan D
em

ocratic 
R

esistance." 
T

he agency's reluctance to give 
C

ongress a candid accounting, just 
as the Iran-contra affair w

as begin-
ning to unravel, w

as described in 
federal court here yesterday at the 
trial o

f C
lair E

. G
eo

rg
e, fo

rm
er 

chief of the C
IA

's clandestine ser-
vice. 

G
eorge has been accused of lying 

and obstructing congressional and 
g

ran
d

 ju
ry

 in
v

estig
atio

n
s o

f th
e 

scandal, but through his law
yers he 

has been trying to put the blam
e on 

his chief accuser and one-tim
e sub-

o
rd

in
ate, A

lan
 D

. F
iers, fo

rm
er 

chief of the C
IA

's C
entral A

m
erican 

T
ask Force. 

Y
esterday's testim

ony by. L
ouis 

D
upart, w

ho w
as a legislative and 

legal adviser to F
iers, raised ques-

tions about the credibility of both 
F

iers and G
eorge and the agency 

they served. 
C

alled as a w
itness for the pros7 

ecution, D
upart said he learned the 

The prosecution 
w

itness's assertions 
raised questions 
about the credibility 
of the defendant, 
his chief accuser 
and the C

IA
. 

testim
ony w

as inaccurate on N
ov. 

6, 1986, four w
eeks after Fiers had 

him
 draft it for delivery by G

eorge 
to the S

enate F
oreign R

elations 
C

om
m

ittee and the H
ouse 'intelli-

gence com
m

ittee. 
D

upart said he learned on a trip 
to C

entral A
m

erica that Joseph Fer-
nandei, the C

IA
's station chief in 

C
osta R

ica, had regularly shared 
inform

ation w
ith m

em
bers of the 

secret resupply effort to the N
i- 

caraguan contras run by N
ational 

S
ecurity C

ouncil staff m
em

ber L
t. 

C
ol. O

liver L
. N

orth. 
"I w

as very concerned about the 
facts he [Fernandez] had given m

e," 
D

upart testified, D
upart said he 

began pressing to set the record 
straight shortly after his return to 
W

ashington, but it w
as not until 

inquiries in D
ecem

ber from
 H

ouse 
intelligence com

m
ittee C

hairm
an 

L
ee H

. H
am

ilton (D
-Ind.) that "sig-

nificant action" w
as taken. 

D
upart said the C

IA
 did not pro-

vide a form
al report to C

apitol H
ill 

until D
ec. 29, 1986. B

y then, the 
Iran-contra scandal had broken 
open, an independent counsel had 
been appointed and congressional 
investigations w

ere m
ushroom

ing. 
N

ow
 a deputy assistant secretary 

of defense, D
upart said he drafted 

the testim
ony O

ct. 9 in accordance 
w

ith instructions from
 Fiers. 

"A
lan called m

e into his office and 
said . . . 'W

e have a good story to 
tell. W

e've done a good job here.' " 
D

upart recalled the rule, laid dow
n 

by C
ongress in 1984, prohibiting 

C
IA

 involvem
ent in m

ilitary aid for 
the contra rebels. H

e said Fiers out-
lined w

hat the statm
ent should say, 

including a brief description of the 
evolution of the resupply netw

ork, 
w

hich w
as based in E

l Salvador. 
F

iers, w
ho concluded his testi-

m
ony earlier yeaterday, has said he 

had know
n of Fernandez's contacts 

w
ith the netw

ork since the spring of  

1986, but rationaliied their om
is-

sio
n

 fro
m

 th
e statem

en
t to

 to
il-

gress in m
id-O

ctober on grounds, 
that they w

ere inconsequential. H
e 

said it w
as not until late O

ctober 
that he, too, had a private conver-
.sation w

ith Fernandez and realized • 
the extent of the C

IA
 officer's in-

volvem
ent. 

G
eorge has been accused of lying 

and obstruction for denying know
l-

edge of individuals involved in the • 
contra resupply netw

ork and for 
allegedly ordering Fiers not to m

en-
tion the evolution of the netw

ork 
for fear it w

ould lead to disclosure; 
of the W

hite H
ouse role. 

D
upart's testim

ony show
ed that 

th
e ag

en
cy

 k
ep

t h
id

d
en

 w
h

at it 
k

n
ew

 ab
o

u
t th

e ro
le p

lay
ed

 in
 

N
orth's netw

ork by F
elix R

odri-
guez, a form

er C
IA

 officer w
ith con-

nections to the staff of then-V
ice 

President G
eorge B

ush. 
O

n
e o

f th
e p

rin
cip

al ch
arg

es 
against G

eorge is that he lied about 
the C

IA
's know

ledge that R
odri-

guez w
as acting as N

orth's surro-
gate in E

l S
alvador under the alias 

of M
ax G

om
ez. D

upart said that 
even after G

eorge and F
iers ac-

k
n

o
w

led
g

ed
 to

 C
o

n
g

ress th
at 

G
om

ez and R
odriguez w

ere the 
sam

e person, they still failed to tell 
law

m
akers in m

id-O
ctober w

hat 
they knew

 of his active participation 
in the resupply netw

ork, a fact that 
w

as being denied at the tim
e by 

B
ush and his office. 


