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A
 D

ocum
ents Found B

efore G
eorge T

rial 
B

y G
eorge L

ardner Jr, 
and W

alter Pincus 
W

ashington Post Staff W
riters 

Iran-contra prtm
etuturs yester-

day disclosed the belated discovery 
earlier this m

onth of tw
o boxes of 

covert C
IA

 records under the desk 
of the custodian of docum

ents for 
the agency's directorate operations.. 

It w
as not clear how

 m
any of the 

2,000 pages that w
ere found m

ay be 
relevant to the Iran-contra scandal, 
but at least som

e of the inform
ation, 

according to prosecutors, is relevant 
to the trial of C

lair E
. G

eorge, form
er 

chief of the C
IA

's clandestine service. 
G

eorge and his law
yers received  

copies of the docum
ents S

unday, 
prom

pting them
 yesterday to seek 

perm
ission that som

e of the papers ,.  
be  declassified for use at trial. U

.S
 

D
istrict Judge R

oyce L
am

berth said 
he w

ould convene a closed-door hear-
ing this m

orning to review
 G

eorge's 
request. 

Jury selection w
as entering its 

final stages w
hen the judge w

as for-
m

ally apprised of the discovery in 
open court last evening. 

A
ssociate Iran-contra prosecutor 

M
ichael V

hay told the court that at 
least one of the docum

ents w
as rel-

evant to G
eorge's trial on charges 

of lying and obstructing congres-
sional and grand jury inquiries into  

the Iran-contra scandal, P
rosecu-

tors learned of the existence of the 
docum

ents July 10 w
hile conducting 

an interview
 of them

official dastodiad  
of docum

ents for the C
IA

's direc-
torate of operations. 

"She [the custodianL
inform

ed us 
th

at sh
e h

ad
 tw

o
 b

o
les, u

n
co

n
-

trolled, under her desk and not part 
of any C

IA
 records system

," V
hay 

to
ld

 th
e co

u
rt. "W

e h
ad

 an
 F

B
I,  

agent seize [the records) on the 
afternoon of July 10." 

V
hay said the F

B
I also inter-

view
ed the custodian about the doc-

um
ents "she had squirreled aw

ay 
underneath .her desk" and turned 
over the F

B
I's report of that inter- 

view
 to defense law

yers. W
hile the 

relev
an

ce o
f th

e reco
rd

s to
 th

e 
.Iran-contra affair rem

ained unclear 
...yesterd.ty, V

ito's -sketchy ateofint 
indicated that at least som

e of the 
docum

ents should have been dis-
closed 

five years ago, to the office 
of independent counsel L

aw
rence 

W
alsh and to the H

ouse and Senate 
com

m
ittees investigating the scan 

dal. T
he Iran-colitra affair involved-

the R
eagan adm

inistration's covert 
arm

s supply netw
ork for the contra 

rebels in N
icaragua, secret U

.S
. 

arm
s-for-hostages deals w

ith Iran 
and diversion of profits from

 those 
deals to the contra cause. 


