
A
2
4
 

W
ED

N
ESD

A
Y

, JU
LY

 1, 1992 
u

b
t,r

  
TH

E W
A

SH
IN

G
TO

N
 PO

ST 

 

 

Postponem
ent Sought for Trial of Ex-C

IA
 O

fficial 
B

y G
eorge Lardner Jr. 

W
ashington Post Staff W

riter 

L
aw

yers for C
lair E

. G
eorge, the 

form
er chief of C

IA
 clandestine ser-

vices accused in the Iran-contra 
scandal, asked yesterday for a delay 
in his crim

inal trial that had been 
set for July 13. 

U
.S

. D
istrict Judge R

oyce C
. 

L
am

berth indicated he w
ould grant 

a postponem
ent, but did not set a 

new
 date. G

eorge's law
yers told 

him
 they needed m

ore tim
e to re-

view
 15,000 pages of prosecution 

w
itness statem

ents that indepen-
dent counsel L

aw
rence E

. W
alsh's 

office provided them
 on Friday. 

L
am

berth told G
eorge's chief 

defense law
yer, R

ichard A
. H

ibey, 
that "to som

e extent, I think it's a  

problem
 of your ow

n m
aking." T

he 
judge pointed out that the prosecu-
tors had offered H

ibey the records 
earlier, but H

ibey had declined to 
accept them

. 
G

eorge faces trial on nine feluny 
counts of lying and obstructing con-
gressional and grand jury investi-
gations of the Iran-contra affair. 
T

he scandal involved the R
eagan 

adm
inistration's covert resupply 

netw
ork for the contra rebels in 

N
icaragua, secret U

.S
. arm

s-for-
hostages deals w

ith Iran and the 
diversion of profits from

 those deals 
to the contra cause. 

A
t the 21/4-hour pretrial hearing 

yesterday, L
am

berth m
ade public a 

sanitized 30-page ruling on the clas-
sified docum

ents to be used at the  

trial. T
he ruling show

ed the C
IA

, 
despite its professed new

 dedication 
to "openness," is insisting on blan-
k

et secrecy
 fo

r o
n

e o
f its b

est-
know

n features: the existence of 
C

IA
 stations abroad. 

W
herever the w

ord "station" had 
appeared in governm

ent and court 
docum

ents involved in the case, it 
w

as deleted and substituted w
ith 

"C
IA

." G
eorge objected to this prac-

tice, L
am

berth said, but had failed 
to show

 that the existence of a sta-
tion in a certain country "has any 
relevance to his case." 

A
t the sam

e tim
e, the judge said 

he did not w
ant the jury to be con-

fused about w
iiit actions and know

l-
edge could be im

puted to "C
IA

 field 
officers as opposed to C

IA
 head- 

quarters." T
he ruling suggested 

that a substitute phrase, such as 
"C

IA
 field personnel in C

entral 
A

m
erica," w

ould be acceptable. 
L

am
berth said the C

IA
 also in-

tends to censor "all references to 
various constituent part's of the 
L

atin A
m

erican affairs division of 
the C

IA
 and of the C

entral A
m

er-
ican task force." 

G
eorge, the order, related, has 

argued that he needs to be able to 
identify the offices w

ith operational 
responsibility for various tasks at 
issue in the case and thus show

 he 
w

as not involved in m
any of the de-

tails of his subordinates' operations. 
L

am
berth said substitute w

ord-
ing indicating the status of such 
units, w

ithout disclosing their exact 
nam

es or acronym
s, w

ould suffice. 


