CIA Is Accused of Payoff Offer

By Ste en S. eld

. ‘Washington Post Staff Writer
-The ' Central Intelligence
Agency allegedly offered to
| *“pay off” a mian labeled by
: one of its agents as a Soviet
.'spy in order to get him to
! drop his slander suit against
" the agent. i

But, accardlng court

i papers filed in Federal court |

‘g .in Baltimore, the man refused

- to “auction h.la “honor”. and
. “the settlement negotiations
[ “broke down because one of
| the conditions of the settle-
; ment required an outright
i The court papers related no

Iz more details of this strange|

'r,twist last December in thé

| §

; slander sult brought by Eerik
:,Beine of Rexford, Canada,
" against a fellow emigre from
« Soviet Estonia, Juri Raus, who
15 a Bureau of Public Roads
e'ngmeer In- Washlngm

4

lec lear Agent Sued

Heine, seeking $110,000 in
damages, protests that Raus
sought to diseredit him in
Estonian emigre groups by
calling him a Soviet intelli-
gence agent. Without disput-
ing this charge, Raus seeks to
have the suit dismissed on the
ground that he was acting un-
der CIA orders,

In a startling move made to
support motion, . CIA Deputy
Director Richard Helms in
court affidavits confirmed
that Raus was a CIA opera-
tive.. Helms said he was a
source of information on Es-
tonia and Estonian emigres
and had performed “specific
assignments” as well.

Heine’s attorneys have chal-

reign intelligence agency—

for Slander

ded into internal securlty
atters.

The CIA had no comment
yvesterday on the Heine allega-
tion. One official source said,

wever: “Maybe the CIA got
é:lltﬂe out of line. It wouldn't

the first time.”

At issue is whether the CIA,
in touching emigre affairs, was
poaching on the “internal
threat” area reserved by law
to the FBI or was properly
performing its “foreign threat”
mission,

U.S. Chief in Bangkok
Reuters
BANGEKORK, Thailand, April
22 —TU.S. Army Chief of Staff
Gen. Harold K. Johnson ar-
rived here today from South
Eaentm-&l for talkzsf ﬂ:vlth A.mer-r
officials o e milrtary
assistance group.




