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Behind the CIA Cn'sis'

Inside Report

THE RABORN CRISIS in
the Central Intelligence
Agency has become a top
concern among Johnson Ad-
ministration officials who
deal with the Nation's secu-

rity.

Stated bluntly, the ecrisis
is one of confidence in the
head of the CIA appointed
last April: Retired Admiral
William F. Raborn, who de-
serves his reputaadon as the
Navy’s hero in the develop-
ment of the vital Polaris
missile.

But developing the Polaris
has nothing to do with run-
ning the cavernous, mulfti

raised fears about the CIA's

ture. By gradually losing '

high place in the Wash-

Indeed, right now the CIA |

is losing influence to the
Pentagon’s DIA (Defense In-
telligence Agency), a Kenne-

ion merger of .

dy
Army, Navy and Air Force
intelligence units.

80 LONG AS a strong
personality—old intelligence
hand Allen Dulles or indus-
trialist John MecCone—ran
the CIA, its worldwide in-
telligence reports had prior-
ity over sometimes less re-
ligble DIA studies. Further-
more, a right-wing element
In DIA was kept under tight
control by the influence of
Dulles and McCone in the
President's highest councils.

But the President, surpris-
ingly enough, has not even
called Raborn in to see him
since his gall bladder opera-
tion two months ago. Ac-
cordingly, what ought to be
the relentless impact of CIA
thinking on the President
(voiced by the chief of the
agency) has been absent.

Furthermore, Raborn s
neither intimate with inter-
national politics nor familiar
with the business of imtel-
ligence, This inevitably
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means that Raborn lacks
the vital, enthusiastic inter-
est in intelligence reports
from the field—the heart of
the CIA operation. Display-
ing lttle curlosity about the
intelligence craft himself,
Raborn can scarcely convey
it to the President—a neces-
sary element of his job.

In eddition, a lack of sensi-
tivity has shown up in Ra-
born’s dealings outside the
CIA. In Congress, some of

e indelicately suggested
possibility of “14 or

throughout Latin America
before the problem of Com-
mumnist subversion could be

—
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ALTHOUGH these events
occurred several months
ago, those concerned with
the future of the CIA he-
lieve the situation is little
improved today. The decline
in the agency’s morale in
Washington hasn't hampered
operations in the field yet,
but some intelligence ex-
pents are deeply worried.
For instance, if CIA's

place in Washington con-

tinues to give way to DIA,
the absolutely essential in-
terchange of intelligence
with friendly foreign powers
(sometimes as many as 30,
000 documents a month with
Britain's famous MI-6) con-
ceivably could be compro-
mised,

Why did President John- |

son select Raborn in the
first place? Partly as a care-
taler to calm the agency's
often stormy relations with
Congress, to leave after a
relatively short period.

Supporting this idea was :

his remarkably warm and
friendly relations with Con-
gress during Polaris days.
With popular “Red" Raborn
at the helm, it was thougm,
demands for a congressional

watchdog committee over

CIA muld lessen. It s |
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