
T
h

e W
ash

in
gton

 P
ost 

R
IC

H
A

R
D

 H
E
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M

S
 

C
om

m
en

d
ed

 P
ap

er's A
n

tliF
u

lb
righ

t S
tan

d
 

Senator R
ebuke C

IA
 C

hief for W
riting L

etter 
B

y
 G

eo
rg

e L
ard

n
er Jr. 

W
ash

in
gton

 P
oet S

taff W
riter 

C
entral Intelligence A

gency 
d

irecto
r R

ich
ard

 H
elm

s w
as 

h
an

d
ed

 a sp
an

k
in

g
 in

 th
e S

en
-

a
te

 y
e
ste

rd
a
y
 fo

r h
is le

tte
r-

w
ritin

g
 h

ab
its. 

E
v

en
 m

em
b

ers o
f th

e S
en

-
ate's ex

clu
siv

e C
IA

 o
v
ersig

h
t 

c
o
m

m
itte

e
 sa

id
 th

e
y
 w

e
re

 
shocked. 

H
elm

s, S
en. E

ugene M
cC

ar-
th

y
 (D

-M
in

n
.) to

ld
 h

is co
l-

leag
u

es, h
ad

 w
ritten

 a L
etter 

to
 th

e E
d

ito
r. 

N
o

t ju
st a

n
y

 le
tte

r, m
in

d
 

y
o
u
, b

u
t a letter co

m
m

en
d
in

g
 

the S
t. L

ouis G
lobe-D

em
ocrat 

for an editorial entitled "B
rick-

b
ats fo

r F
u

lb
rig

h
t." 

"It w
as en

tirely
 o

u
t o

f p
lace 

fo
r h

im
 to

 h
av

e d
o

n
e th

at," 
M

cC
arth

y
 said

, sin
k

in
g

 th
e 

d
ag

g
er in

to
 th

e C
IA

 ch
ief's 

clo
ak

. "W
e are to

ld
 th

at th
e 

C
IA

 d
o
es n

o
t p

articip
ate In

 
d

o
m

estic p
o
litics. T

h
is is a 

new
 departure." 

T
he July 18 editorial rapped 

S
en

. J. W
illiam

 F
u
lb

rig
h
t (D

-
A

rk
.) fo

r h
is F

o
reig

n
 R

ela- tio
n
s C

o
m

m
ittee's u

n
su

ccess-
fu

l m
o
v
e to

 w
in

 th
ree seats 

o
n
 th

e C
IA

 o
v
ersig

h
t co

m
m

it. 
te

e
. It sa

id
 th

e
 S

e
n
a
te

 h
a
d
 

p
ro

p
e
rly

 "
r e

b
u
k
e
 d

"
 th

e
 

"crafty
 A

rk
an

san
." 

In
 a letter p

u
b
lish

ed
 b

y
 th

e  G
lo

b
e D

em
o
crat o

n
 W

ed
n
es-

d
a
y

, th
e
 C

IA
 d

ire
c
to

r sa
id

: 
"I w

a
n
t to

 le
t y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

 o
f 

m
y

 p
le

a
su

re
 in

 re
a
d

in
g

 th
e
 

ed
ito

rial, 'B
rick

b
ats fo

r F
u

l-
b

rig
h

t' . . It reflects so
 w

ell 
y
o
u
r p

ap
er's p

o
licy

 o
f 'p

rin
t-

in
g
 th

e n
ew

s im
p
artially

, su
p
-

p
o

rtin
g

 w
h

at it b
eliev

es to
 b

e 
rig

h
t, an

d
 o

p
p

o
sin

g
 w

h
at it 

b
eliev

es to
 b

e w
rong w

ithout 
reg

ard
 to

 p
arty

 p
o
litics." 

M
cC

arth
y

, w
h

o
 h

ad
 o

ffered
 

th
e u

n
su

ccessfu
l C

IA
 reso

lu
-

tio
n

, sa
id

 h
e
 su

p
p

o
se

d
 th

e
 

e
d

ito
ria

l w
a
s "

w
ith

in
 th

e
 

b
o

u
n

d
s o

f irre
sp

o
n

sib
ility

 
th

at sh
o

u
ld

 
b

e 
allow

ed an 
ed

ito
r." 

B
u

t h
e
 e

n
v

isio
n

e
d

 fu
tu

re
 

electio
n
 cam

p
aig

n
s w

ith
 C

IA
 

letters co
m

m
en

d
in

g
 criticism

s 
o
f all so

rts o
f S

en
ato

rs. 
H

elm
s, M

cC
arthy said, 'ow

es 
a
n

 a
p

o
lo

g
y

 n
o

t o
n

ly
 to

 th
e
 

ch
airm

an
 o

f th
e S

en
ate F

o
r-

eign R
elations C

om
m

ittee and 
to

 ev
ery

 S
en

ato
r w

h
o
 v

o
ted

 
for the resolution, but to every 
m

em
b

er o
f th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates 
S

enate." 
S

e
n

a
te

 M
a
jo

rity
 L

e
a
d

e
r 

C
/A

 0,4
6
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R

 

P
rom

 the tat. L
ouis G

lobe-D
em

ocrat 

M
ik

e M
an

sfield
 (D

-M
o
n
t.) 

called
 H

elm
s' letter "a m

o
st 

serio
u
s m

atter" an
d
 h

o
p
ed

 "It 
w

ill n
o

t b
eco

m
e a h

ab
it w

ith
 

him
." 

(In recent w
eeks, H

elm
s has 

also w
ritten letters partly sup-

porting S
en. T

hom
as J. D

odd 
(D

-C
onn.), w

ho is facing m
is-

conduct charges, and backing 
an undercover C

IA
 agent fac-

in
g
 a slan

d
er su

it.) 
S

en. L
everett S

altonstall (R
-

M
ass.), agreed the G

lobe-D
em

-
o
crat letter w

as "v
ery

, v
ery

 
q
u
estio

n
ab

le." S
en

. M
ilto

n
 

Y
oung (R

-N
.D

.) said it w
as "a  

shock" to him
. A

nd S
en. John 

S
te

n
n
is (D

-M
iss.) c

a
lle

d
 it 

"v
ery

 u
n
fo

rtu
n
ate." 

F
u
lb

rig
h
t said

 th
eir w

o
rd

s 
h
ad

 th
e so

u
n
d
 o

f m
u
sic, co

m
-

in
g

 a
s th

e
y

 d
id

 fro
m

 th
re

e
 

m
em

bers of the oversight com
-

m
ittee. H

e to
o
k
 th

e o
ccasio

n
 

to
 rep

o
rt ru

m
o

rs h
e'd

 h
eard

 
o
f C

IA
 d

a
b
b
lin

g
 in

 o
th

e
r 

"d
o

m
e
stic

 a
ffa

irs," su
c
h

 a
s 

v
ario

u
s lab

o
r u

n
io

n
 electio

n
s. 

"T
h

is is o
n

e
 o

f th
e
 p

ro
b

-
lem

s y
o

u
 ru

n
 in

to
 w

h
en

 y
o

u
 

p
ro

m
o

te a career m
an

," M
c-

C
a
rth

y
 sa

id
 o

f H
e
lm

s w
h
o
 

to
o
k
 o

v
er as C

IA
 d

irecto
r last 

m
o

n
th

. "B
u

t h
e's a g

o
o

d
 fel-

lo
w

. I ex
p

ect h
e'll ad

ju
st in

 
tim

e." 
T

h
e sp

an
k

in
g

 en
d

ed
 w

ith
 a 

rep
o

rt fro
m

 S
alto

n
stall, w

h
o

 
h
ad

 step
p
ed

 o
ff th

e flo
o
r to

 
call H

elm
s, 

"I ask
ed

 M
r. H

elm
s if h

e 
h

ad
 w

ritten
 th

e letter an
d

 h
e 

said
 h

e h
ad

," th
e S

en
ato

r an
-

n
o
u
n
ced

. "H
e said

 it w
as a 

m
istak

e an
d

 h
e w

as so
rry

." 
H

e
lm

s la
te

r sa
id

 h
e
 a

lso
 

called
 F

u
lb

rig
h

t an
d

 said
 h

e 
w

as so
rry

 ag
ain

. 


