
)04.15-744 Defector Once w orked 
For CIA Cover Radio 

By Thomas B. Ross 
Chicruo sun-Timm 

Harold M. Koch, a former ligence Agency cover organi-
Roman Catholic priest from 
Chicago who defected to the 
Soviet Union, once worked 
briefly for a Central Intel- 

._ 

rope and the Far East during the flight to Paris but that the 
that period. But he did not 
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zation, it has been learned. 
During the summer of 1964, 

Koch was an employe of Ra-
dio Liberty, which broad-
coasts anti-Communist pro-
grams to the Soviet Union 
from headquarters in Munich, 
West Germany. 

The New York Times re-
vealed last April that Radio 
Liberty, ostensibly a private 
company, in fact provides 
"cover for CIA-financed or-
ganizations." 

It could not be immediately 
determined, however, if 
Kith's connection with Radio 
Liberty adds a national securi-
ty dimension to his defection. 
He appeared on Moscow tele-
vision Tuesday and denounces 
the United States. 

A spokesman for the Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation 
said the Bureau had no file on 
Koch and was starting from 
scratch in its investigation, 
which will begin in Chicago. 

(In Chicago, arch diocesean 
officials have said Koch 
served there as a priest from 
1958 to 1963 but left when his 
superiors advised him to un-
dergo psychiatric treatment) 

State Department security 
officials were looking into in-
dications that Koch may have 
visited Vietnam sometime is 
1963 or 1984. 

In applying for his current 
U.S. passport, Koch stated 
that he had traveled in Eu-
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Moscow expels U.S. dip-
lomat and announces Peace 
Corps volunteer is being in-
vestigated as "border vio- 
lator." 	Page A18.  

spectifywhat countries he had 
visited. 

Koch was issued a passport 
Aug. 2 and left the United 
States Aug. 21 on a Kill& Air-
line flight Lino New York to 
Amstercian. He was supposed 
to be en route to Jidda, Saudi 
Arabia, to oberve training 
methods at an English-Lan-
guage school and eventually 
teach there. 

Koch was [traveling with an 
11-man team of instructors un-
der contract with the Institute 
of Modern Languages Inc., a 
company based bare. 

Koch left the group in Am. 
aterdatn, telling his colleagues 
that he wanted to stop over in 
Paris to talk to a Sorbonne 
professor with whom he was 
working on a doctoral thesis. 

When Koch failed to appear 
on the job in Saudi Arabia on 
Aug. 25, the Institute started 
a search for him. 

Marcel X. Rocca, head of 
the Institute, said that KLM 
reported KoCh had-completed 

Paris police were unable to lo-
cate him or provide any infor-
mation about his movements. 

Rocca said Koch • ap-
proached a representative of 
the Institute at a convention 
of the National Association 
for Foreign Student Affairs in 
Chicago last May, 

Shortly there after, Rocca 
said, Koch submitted an appli-
cation for an overseas job, 
listing the fact that he was a 
graduate of St. Mary of the 
Lake Seminary in 'Mundelein, 
I'll. 

Rocca said Koch, who 
speaks good Russian, listed 
employment with Radio Liber-
ty on the application, which 
proved accurate when subject-
ed to a normal cheek of 
professional experience and 
security. 

The Institute was well 
aware that Koch was a priest 
who had left his duties, Rocca 
said, but did not raise the 
issue with him. 

"It was a bit unusual," Roc-
ca remarked, "but it didn't 
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shock me. That sort of thing 

Is not so rare in our time." 
Me. Institute judged Koch 

to be well-qualified for a 
teaching job and brought him 
to Washington last month for 
a two-week briefing before 
oversees assignment. 

Rocca said this companions 
found Koch "very personable 
and affable, intelligent and 
dedicated." 

"He never talked politics," 
Rocca added. 

In Saudi Arabia he was to 
have given language training 
to Arabians employed by the 
Raytheon Corp. in the installa-
tion of Hawk antiaircraft mis-
siles. 

Rocca complained that 

Koch owes the Institute about /  

$2000 for travel expenses and 
advance pay. 

London Suspect 

Eats Evidence 
LONDON, Sept 14 (UPI) 

When a policeman stopped 

Samuel Lagunda to ask him 

about stolen papers, he 

knocked the bobby down and 
ate the alleged evidence,. 

He was nevertheless sen-
tenced to 18 months for steal-
ing letters and money orders 
from the Transport Ministry 
and for assault on a police-
man. 
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