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TO
isl PO

ST 

E
x-Post C

orrespondent D
isputes lleport of K

G
B

 T
ies 

Porm
e r .11 oscow

 B
ureau C

hief, E
ditors D

ism
iss Tune Story A

ttributed to Soviet D
efector 

f 	
D

ism
iss 

 

B
y H

o and K
urtz 

R
IO

 S
taff W

riter 
• 

"F
re

e
la

n
c
e
 jo

u
rn

a
list D

u
sk

o
 

F
ed

er y
esterd

ay
 d

ism
issed

 as "ri-
diculous" and "insane" an allegation 
reported by T

im
e m

agazine that he 
iic

e
p

te
d

 $
1

,0
0

0
 fro

m
 th

e
 K

G
B

 
W

hile w
orking as T

he W
ashington 

P
ost's M

oscow
 bureau chief in the 

m
id-1980s. 
T

he allegation, m
ade in 1985 by 

a high-ranking S
oviet defector, trig-

g
ered

 an
 F

B
I in

v
estig

atio
n
 th

at 
found no evidence that D

oder w
as 

w
orking w

ith the S
oviet intelligence 

service. 
"If you think you can buy the bu-

reau chief of T
he W

ashington P
ost 

fo
r $

1
,0

0
0
—

m
y
 in

co
m

e th
at y

ear 
w

as close to $100,000," D
oder said 

in
 .a telep

h
o

n
e in

terv
iew

. "It's in
-

su
ltin

g
. If y

o
u
 w

ere talk
in

g
 ab

o
u
t 

$
1
0
0
,0

0
0
, th

en
 it w

o
u
ld

n
't b

e in
-

sulting, just a lie." 
In

 a statem
en

t, P
o
st E

x
ecu

tiv
e 

P
.d

ito
r L

eo
n
ard

 D
o

w
n

ie Jr., an
d

 
M

anaging E
ditor R

obert G
. K

aiser 
called

 th
e T

im
e sto

ry
 "in

accu
rate 

and m
isleading in m

any w
ays that 

d
o
 D

o
d
er an

 in
ju

stice." T
h
ey

 said
 

th
e p

ap
er's in

q
u

iry
 in

to
 th

e m
atter, 

six years ago "failed to find any ev-
idence from

 U
.S

. governm
ent agen-

cies or any other source that w
ould 

su
p
p
o
rt th

e alleg
atio

n
 th

at D
o
d
er 

w
as a d

u
p
e o

r ag
en

t o
f th

e S
o
v
iet 

governm
ent or the K

G
B

." 
T

he T
im

e article, to be published  

after checking w
ith A

m
erican offi-

cials in M
oscow

, told T
he P

ost the 
sto

ry
 w

as u
n
tru

e, p
ro

m
p
tin

g
 th

e 
n
ew

sp
ap

er to
 tak

e it o
ff th

e fro
n
t 

page after the first edition and soft-
en

 so
m

e o
f th

e lan
g
u
ag

e. T
h
e S

o
-

v
iets an

n
o
u
n
ced

 A
n

d
ro

p
o
v
's d

eath
 

the follow
ing day. 

D
oder has said he pieced the sto-

ry together from
 such clues as late-

night activity in governm
ent offices 

an
d

 th
e fact th

at S
o
v
iet telev

isio
n
 

a
n
d
 ra

d
io

 p
ro

g
ra

m
m

in
g
 h

a
d
 

sw
itched to classical m

usic. 
D

o
d

er criticized
 th

e C
IA

 in
 a 

1986 opinion piece in T
he P

ost for 
its "clu

m
sy

 h
an

d
lin

g
" o

f th
e case 

involving A
m

erican journalist N
ich- 

alas D
aniloff, w

hom
 the S

oviets de-
tained on espionage charges. D

oder 
w

rote that D
aniloff had been "used 

by the C
IA

 station in M
oscow

." 
P

art of the T
im

e article involves 
sp

ecu
latio

n
 ab

o
u
t D

o
d
er's S

o
v
iet 

so
u
rces. A

rth
u
r H

artm
an

, fo
rm

er 
U

.S
. am

b
assad

o
r to

 M
o

sco
w

, to
ld

 
T

im
e it w

as h
is "im

p
ressio

n
" th

at 
D

o
d
er h

ad
 a "v

ery
 g

o
o
d
 so

u
rce" 

w
ho w

as "probably K
G

B
 direct." 

D
o
w

n
ie an

d
 K

aiser called
 th

e 
co

m
m

en
t "irresp

o
n

sib
le," say

in
g

 
D

oder's reporting w
as "em

barrass-
ingly m

ore tim
ely and accurate,than 

th
at o

f H
artm

an
's em

b
assy

 o
r th

e 
C

IA
" and that these officials "have 

long sought to diS
credit it." 

D
ater, 5

5
, w

h
o

 w
as h

o
rn

 in
 Y

u
-

g
o
slav

ia an
d
 cam

e to
 th

e U
n
ited

 
S

tates as a y
o
u
n
g
 m

an
, g

rad
u
ated

 
from

 W
ashington U

niversity in S
t. 

L
ouis and received an M

A
 degree in 

_
h
isto

ry
 fro

m
 C

o
lu

m
b
ia. H

e w
as 

head of T
he P

ost's M
oscow

 bureau 
fro

m
 1

9
8
1
 to

 1
9
8
5
. A

fter tak
in

g
 

leav
e to

 w
rite a b

o
o

k
, h

e co
v

ered
 

national security affairs in W
ashing-

to
n
 fo

r T
h
e P

o
st, th

en
 resig

n
ed

 
from

 the new
spaper in 1987 to cov-

er C
h
in

a fo
r U

.S
. N

ew
s &

 W
orld 

R
ep

o
rt. H

e left th
e m

ag
azin

e tw
o

 
y

ears later an
d

 n
o

w
 liv

es in
 B

el-
grade, w

here he w
rites for the B

os-
ton G

lobe, the B
altim

ore S
un and a 

E
uropean new

spaper. -7
 



in the issue appearing Monday, says 
that Vitaly Yurchenko, a senior 
KGB colonel who defected to the 
United States in 1985, told U.S. 
officials that he had heard from 
KGB colleagues that Doder once 
accepted a $1,000 payment from a 
KGB officer in Russia. 

Three months after his highly 
Publicized defection, Yurchenko 
suddenly eluded his CIA handlers 
and returned to Moscow, prompting 
some CIA officials to conclude that 
he had been a double agent. Time 
says Yurchenko's allegation about 
Doder "cannot be proved." 

In 1986, after Doder had re-
turned to Washington and begun a 
new assignment covering national 
security affairs, then-FIN Director 
William H. Webster told Benjamin 
C. Bradlee, then The Post's exec-
utive editor, about the Yurchenko 
allegation that had been made more 
than a year earlier. Bradlee said in 
an interview that The Post's attor-
ney, the late Edward Bennett Wil-
liams, "grilled" Doder and that the 
newspaper's inquiry found no evt, 
idence that Doder had any tie.410.! 
the KGB. He remained on the 
tional security beat. 

According to Time, the FBI later 
arranged a sting, furnishing Doder 
with classified information to see if 
he would pass it to the Soviets, but 
he did not, 

"Webster told The Post that the 
FBI had concluded that there was 
no evidence that Doder had done 
anything improper or had any con-
nection to the KGB," Downie and 
Kaiser said in their statement. 
"Time was told this repeatedly but 
failed or refused to say so in its sto- 
rY-" 

Bradlee said he could not believe  

that Time would publish a "hearsay 
charge" by "a double defector." 

Time spokesman Robert Pondis-
cio responded that "the story was 
carefully reported and scrupulously 
edited and is fair to all parties con-
cerned." He said the author, Jay 
Peterzell, had interviewed more 
than 60 intelligence officials, dip-
lomats,. KGB officers and journal-
ists. 

The article raises a broader ques-
tion about Doder's reporting, re-
counting some of his exclusive sto-
ries in Moscow and suggesting that 
they must have been leaked by 
high-level Soviet sources, "Did the 
KGB co-opt Doder? Or was it the 
other way around?" the magazine 
asks, 

Doder said he cultivated a variety 
of Soviet sources, and that some, 
Such as Foreign Ministry officials, 
May have had KGB ties, Doder said 
the leak of the Yurchenko claim to 
Time reflected "a clear case of ven-
detta" by the CIA, which he said had 
been repeatedly embarrassed by his 
reporting. 

The CIA was hiimiliated," he 
said. "Day in and day out, my judg-
ments proved more accurate. •, . I 
was fluent in Russian. I knew how 
to deal with these people." . 

One of Doder's biggest scoops 
was his Feb. 10, 1984, report in 
The Post that there were signs that 
then-Soviet leader Yuri Andropov 
had died. Then-Undersecretary of 
State Lawrence S. Eagleburger, 

IPAimitieseigitiegusmasiM.Rtimm2=1,4'1Wr3VMYSViWIMT.. 


