
S
pies build $310 m

illion headquarters 
W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
 (A

PI —
 T

he top-
secret ag

en
cy

 th
at m

an
ag

es th
e 

n
atio

n
's sp

y
 satellites h

as n
early

 
com

pleted building a new
 6310 m

il-
lion headquarters. unknow

n to its 
congressional overseers. 

T
he existence of the four-tow

er, 
m

illion-square-foot 	
N

atio
n
al 

R
econnaissance O

ffice com
plex in 

the V
irginia suburbs of W

ashington 
w

a
s d

isc
lo

se
d
 M

o
n
d
a
y
 a

fte
r 

P
resident C

linton declassified the 
project. 

T
his is an unprecedented dis-

closure," said S
en. R

obert K
errey. 

D
-N

eb
., a m

em
b
er o

f th
e S

en
ate 

In
tellig

en
ce C

o
m

m
ittee. "T

h
e 

adm
inistration is saying m

istakes 
w

ere m
ade." 

C
en

tral In
tellig

en
ce D

irecto
r 

Ja
m

e
s W

o
o
lse

y
 a

n
d
 D

e
p
u
ty

 
S

ecretary of D
efense John D

eutch 
said in a joint statem

ent they w
ill 

form
 a team

 to review
 the project 

and its cost effectiveness, and find 
o
u
t w

h
y
 its ex

isten
ce w

asn
't d

is-
closed to C

ongress. 
T

hey are to be am
ong w

itnesses 
at a clo

sed
-d

o
o
r h

earin
g
 o

f th
e 

S
en

ate 	
in

tellig
en

ce 	
panel 

W
ednesday. 
T

he structure, five m
iles south of 

D
ulles International A

irport, has 
been under construction for nearly 
four years under the guise of a new

 
o

ffice b
u

ild
in

g
 fo

r d
efen

se co
n

-
tractor R

ockw
ell International. 

Sen. D
ennis D

eC
oncini, D

-A
riz., 

w
ho chairs the S

enate com
m

ittee, 
said the N

ational R
econnaissance 

O
ffice took great pride In finding a 

w
ay to "hide an elephant on a foot- 

bail field." 
C

ongressional officials in charge 
o
f m

o
n
ito

rin
g
 th

e
 C

e
n
tra

l 
In

tellig
en

ce A
g
en

cy
 an

d
 its p

ro
-

jects k
n
ew

 a b
u
ild

in
g
 w

as b
ein

g
 

constructed to consolidate offices of 
th

e reco
n

n
aissan

ce ag
en

cy
, b

u
t 

w
ere blind to its location, size and 

cost, M
r. D

eC
oncini said. 

T
he structure —

 roughly the size 

M
illion-square-foot building south 

of D
ulles airport alm

ost com
pleted  

...w
ithout telling C

ongress 
of the C

IA
's headquarters com

plex 
in L

angley, V
a. —

 appears far too 
large for the num

ber of people w
ho 

w
ork at the reconnaissance agency, 

com
m

ittee aides said. 
P

la
n
s c

a
ll fo

r so
m

e
 1

,9
0
0
 

em
ployees and 1,000 outside con-

tractors w
ho w

ork for the agency to 
be housed there, but the building is 
designed for 3,500 people. 

T
he project w

as uncovered by a 
c
o
m

m
itte

e
 a

u
d
it, a

n
d
 M

r. 
D

eC
oncini told M

r. C
linton about it 

last w
eek

 d
u
rin

g
 a m

eetin
g
 o

n
 

health care, he said. T
he president 

ap
p
aren

tly
 h

ad
 b

een
 u

n
aw

are o
f 

the project, he said. 
M

r. D
eC

oncini said there appar-
ently w

as "an effort not to disclose 
th

e co
st an

d
 ev

en
 th

e lo
catio

n
 ... 

based on a culture and philosophy 
in

 m
u
ch

 o
f th

e in
tellig

en
ce co

m
-

m
u
n
ity

 th
a
t w

e
 d

o
n
't h

a
v
e
 to

 
acco

u
n
t" fo

r activ
ities lik

e o
th

er 
governm

ent agencies. 
S

en. H
ow

ard M
etzenbaum

. D
-

O
h
io

, said
 th

e d
isclo

su
re w

as "a 
g
o
ad

 ex
am

p
le o

f w
h
at h

ap
p
en

s 
w

h
en

 th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t d
o
es b

u
si-

ness in the dark ... 88 acres, a m
il-

lion square feet, and nobody know
s 

about It." 
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P

o
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31,950 
it 

T
od
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T
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