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P
eacetim

e Intelligence H
as F

ailed 
B

y
 P

h
illip

 K
n

ig
h

tley
 

T
H

E
 C

O
L

D
 W

A
R

 is over. Is intelligence still 
needed? A

nd if it is, w
here and how

? C
on-

g
ress h

as set u
p
 a co

m
m

ittee to
 an

sw
er 

these and other questions. 
T

he secret agents, the code breakers, the evalua-
tors insist that intelligence is still essential. A

nd 
th

e o
ld

 sp
ies are n

o
t cag

ily
 su

rren
d
erin

g
 th

eir 
m

yths. T
he K

G
B

 defector O
leg G

ordievsky, w
ho 

now
 advises H

er M
ajesty's S

ecret Intelligence S
er-

vice ISIS), recently review
ed the m

em
oirs of his old 

boss, G
en. O

leg K
alugin, in a B

ritish m
agazine. 

G
o
rd

iev
sk

y
 w

ro
te o

f K
alu

g
in

's ap
p
o
in

tm
en

t as 
head of the K

G
B

's foreign counterintelligence and 
how

 he "turned his talent and energy tow
ards the 

destruction of the fabric of A
m

erican society." 
T

he idea that any K
G

B
 general, no m

atter how
 

brilliant, could sit at his desk in the L
ubyanka and 

by playing intelligence gam
es destroy the fabric of 

A
m

erican society is ludicrous. Y
et it is typical of 

the 'legends that m
any spies and spy-m

asters seem
 

d
eterm

in
ed

 to
 p

erp
etu

ate. F
o
rtu

n
ately

, o
th

ers 
have decided to be frank. 

Y
uri M

odin, the K
G

B
 officer w

ho controlled the 
notorious C

am
bridge ring—

 K
im

 P
hilby, G

uy B
ur-

gess, D
onald M

aclean, A
nthony B

lunt and John 
C

airneross —
has revealed that w

hen he w
as w

ork-
ing as a desk officer in the K

G
B

 during W
orld W

ar 
H

, he seldom
 had tim

e to read all the reports that 
agen

ts sent him
. W

hen he consulted his senior offi-
cer about this he w

as told to plunge his hand into the 
pile on his desk, hope that he hit gold, and m

ark the 
rest "T

o be read later." 
A

 new
 R

ussian biography of P
hilby reveals that 

the K
G

B
 never really trusted the C

am
bridge R

ing 
anyw

ay -- because it w
as too good ta.be true.,M

os-
cow

. C
enter refused to believe that the 'five m

en 
could have legitim

ate access to such top-secret In- 

P
h

illip K
n

igh
tley is th

e au
th

or of "
T

h
e S

ec-
on

d O
ldest P

rofession
,"

 a critiqu
e of in

telli-
gen

ce, an
d of a stu

dy of K
im

 P
h

ilby. 

form
ation. P

hilby w
as especially suspect. 

H
ow

 could a m
an w

ith a know
n C

om
m

u-
nist past becom

e an officer in the S
ecret 

Intelligence S
ervice? T

he center conclud-
ed that all five m

ust really be B
ritish intel-

ligence officers trying to penetrate the 
K

G
B

. S
o, at a tim

e w
hen the G

erm
ans 

w
ere at the gates of M

oscow
, the center 

concentrated on trying to trap the C
am

-
bridge F

ive into adm
itting this. 

I believe, therefore, that P
hilbv's m

ost 
valuable role for the K

G
B

 actually cam
e 

after he fled to M
oscow

. T
here he w

as —
 a 

constant, living rem
inder to S

IS
 and the 

C
IA

 that none of their officers w
as to be 

trusted, and a stim
ulus to the paranoia of 

such A
m

erican counterintelligence offi-
cers as .Jam

es Jesu
s A

n
g
leto

n
. w

h
o
se 

hunt for the A
m

erican P
hilby tore apart 

the C
entral Intelligence A

gency. 
A

ngleton w
as, of course, too early. T

he 
A

m
erican P

hilby turned up later —
 A

l-
drich H

. A
m

es —
 and the report by Senate 

S
elect C

om
m

ittee on Intelligence about 
the A

m
es case m

akes it clear the C
IA

 w
as 

every bit as inept as the K
G

B
. S

o it cam
e 

about that the agency's failure to accept 
that A

m
es, a drunken and bum

bling spy, 
had been handing over bundles of C

IA
 doc-

um
ents to the Soviet em

bassy in W
ashing-

ton, led to the loss of "virtually all the C
IA

's intelli-
gence assets targeted at the Soviet U

nion" B
y 19E

17, 
a senior officer reported, it did not have a single 
S

oviet case producing.w
orthw

hile intelligence. 
Y

et, despite this, the U
nited S

tates w
on the cold 

w
ar. K

alugin's grandiose plans for the K
G

B
 to de-

stray the fabric of A
m

erican society cam
e trt R

oth' 
ing. T

hu crA; brinpled by A
m

es treacberY
, th

e
 

equally unsuccessful- in its operations against the 
Sorviet U

nion:rbe C
onclusion is inescapable: Intelli-

gence played little or no role in the outcom
e of the 

cold w
ar. E

conom
ic strength, technological ability, 

political institutions, geography and population 
w

ere far m
ore im

portant factors. 

N
ez>

S
xyl N

rd L
evine 

A
t a recent conference on intelligence, I chal-

lenged a panel that included the form
er head of the 

K
G

B
, L

eonid S
hebarshin; the form

er chief of K
G

B
 

counterintelligence, Sergei K
ondrashov; the form

er 
h

ead
 of E

ast rm
an

 in
telligen

ee, M
ark

u
s W

olff 
and the form

er head of W
est G

erm
an intelligence, 

H
eribertiiallenbreiela, to rata single im

P
ertant' 

tifaterIctileveht In peacetim
e in W

hich iritaH
igenge 

had plaiecfa•clethatorrote: T
hey m

ull prrtdcf 
' f b

elieve h
istory veil show

 that peacetim
e  

gene agencies have been an expensive w
aste —

 and 
that for 50 years w

e have all been victim
s of a vast 

international confidence trick to deceive us about 
their necessity and value. 


