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T
he L

istener 8 July 197: 

 

 
 

 

C
u
t o

f th
e A

ir 
E

llsb
erg

 an
d
 th

e C
IA

 
C

o
lo

n
el F

letch
er P

ro
u
ty

, w
h
o
 fro

m
 1

9
5
5
 to

 
1
9
6
3
 w

as th
e P

en
tag

o
n 's liaison officer w

ith 
th

e C
IA

 an
d
 th

en
 d

irected
 sp

ecial o
p
era-

tio
n
s fo

r th
e Jo

in
t C

h
iefs o

f S
taff, w

as seen
 

tw
ice last w

eek
 o

n
 

24 H
o
u
rs. H

e g
av

e h
is 

v
ie

w
 o

f D
a
n
ie

l E
llsb

e
rg

 a
n
d
 th

e
 re

c
e
n
t 

V
ie

tn
a
m

 d
isc

lo
su

re
s. D

id
 h

e
 th

in
k
 th

a
t 

th
ere h

ad
 b

een
 an

y
 ed

itin
g
 o

n
 th

e C
IA

's 
b
eh

alf in
 th

ese d
o
cu

m
en

ts, w
h
ich

 are o
n
 

th
e
 w

h
o
le

 fa
v
o
u
ra

b
le

 to
 th

e
 C

IA
?
 ' I 

p
erso

n
ally

 b
eliev

e th
ere w

ill b
e ev

id
en

ce 
o
f th

a
t a

s w
e
 g

o
. I th

in
k
 th

a
t E

llsb
e
rg

-
w

h
o
 w

o
rk

ed
, if n

o
t fo

r C
IA

, at least v
ery

 
closely w

ith them
 in S

aigon—
m

ay have very 
w

ell k
n
o
w

n
 th

e d
ifferen

ce b
etw

een
 d

o
cu

-
m

en
ts th

at sh
o
u
ld

 b
e retain

ed
 an

d
 d

o
cu

-
m

en
ts th

at sh
o
u
ld

 b
e lo

st—
o
r o

v
erlo

o
k
ed

. 
H

e w
o
rk

ed
 w

ith
 G

en
eral L

an
sd

ale, w
h
o
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 m

o
st o

f h
is serv

ice w
as w

o
rk

in
g
 

w
ith

 th
e
 C

IA
 a

lo
n
g
 w

ith
 o

th
e
r A

rm
y
 

sp
ecialists—

it w
as a sm

all g
ro

u
p
 o

rien
-

ta
te

d
 v

e
ry

 c
lo

se
ly

 w
ith

 th
e
 C

IA
. If h

e
 

w
o
rk

ed
 in

 th
at g

ro
u
p
 an

d
 w

as n
o
t in

 th
e 

A
g
en

cy
 I w

o
u
ld

 b
e v

ery
 su

rp
rised

.' A
n
o
th

er 
"

- idea of C
o
lo

n
el P

ro
u
ty

's—
w

h
ich

 h
e p

u
t fo

r-
w

ard
 o

n
 h

is first ap
p
earan

ce—
w

as th
at th

e 
d
isclo

su
res w

o
u
ld

 b
e a ' trem

en
d
o
u
s b

o
o
st 

fo
r P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 '. ' I recall in

 Jan
u
ary

, 
d
u
rin

g
 h

is n
ew

s co
n
feren

ce, h
e stated

 th
at 

h
e h

ad
 in

h
erited

 a n
ig

h
tm

are. I recall o
n
ly

 
a m

o
n
th

 o
r so

 b
ack

 th
at h

e stated
 it w

as 
tim

e n
o
w

 to
 tu

rn
 fro

m
 in

tern
atio

n
al co

n
-

cern
s to

 th
e d

o
m

estic situ
atio

n
. A

n
d
 b

ein
g
 

strictly
 o

rien
ted

 to
 p

o
litics, it seem

ed
 th

at 
p
erh

ap
s th

is w
as an

o
th

er step
 th

at Is g
o
in

g
 

to
 b

e o
f trem

en
d
o
u
s im

p
o
rtan

ce to
 N

ix
o
n
. 

W
h
eth

er E
llsb

erg
 h

ad
 th

is in
 h

is m
in

d
, o

r 
w

h
eth

er an
y
 d

o
o
rs w

ere o
p
en

ed
 to

 h
im

 in
 

_ 	
•  

th
is p

ro
cess, th

at w
ill b

e so
m

eth
in

g
 w

e'll all 
h
a
v
e
 to

 k
n
o
w

 a
 little

 m
o
re

 a
b
o
u
t. I c

e
r-

tain
ly

 d
o
n
't k

n
o
w

.' 
C

o
lo

n
el P

ro
u
ty

 also
 d

iscu
ssed

 th
e sto

rm
y
 

relatio
n
sh

ip
 b

etw
een

 P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 

a
n
d
 th

e
 C

IA
. ' T

h
e
re

 w
a
s a

 v
e
ry

, v
e
ry

 
stro

n
g
 feelin

g
 b

etw
een

 K
en

n
ed

y
 (an

d
 p

er-
h
ap

s B
o
b
b
y
 K

en
n
ed

y
) an

d
 th

e C
IA

. I th
in

k
 

the C
IA

 had helped him
 a lot in his election 

—
rem

em
b
er A

lan
 D

u
lles an

d
 

J
. 

E
dgar 

H
o
o
v
e
r o

f th
e
 F

B
I w

e
re

 th
e
 o

n
ly

 tw
o
 

E
isen

h
o
w

er p
eo

p
le carried

 o
v
er in

to
 th

e 
K

en
n
ed

y
 A

d
m

in
istratio

n
. I th

in
k
 h

e re-
acted

 stro
n
g
ly

 to
 th

e d
efeat,4

1
 th

e B
ay

 o
f 

P
ig

s, an
d
 m

o
v
ed

 ag
ain

st th
e C

IA
 to

 co
n
-

tro
l-'h

e
m

.' D
id

 h
e
 th

in
k
 P

re
sid

e
n
t K

e
n
-

n
e
d
y
's d

e
a
th

 c
o
u
ld

 b
e
 re

la
te

d
 to

 th
is?

 'I 
h

ave h
eard

 m
an

y
 p

eo
p
le m

en
tio

n
 th

at, an
d
 

it is a p
o
ssib

ility
. I am

 n
o
t satisfied

 th
at 

th
e
 p

re
se

n
t e

x
p
la

n
a
tio

n
 is rig

h
t. I d

o
n
't 

th
in

k
 O

sw
a
ld

 h
im

se
lf k

ille
d
 

P
resid

en
t 

K
en

n
ed

y
.' 
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