
Firm
's Suits A

gainst C
IA

 Shed L
ight on C

landestine A
ir F

orce 
. • T

h
e in

tellig
en

ce ag
en

cy
 w

as so
 o

b
-. 	

T
h
e law

su
its alleg

e an
titru

st v
io

la 
's
  f a

/ 79 B
y B

ill R
ichards 

W
a

istlin
eto

n
 P

o
st S

ta
ff W

riter 

O
n
 a w

in
try

 d
ay

 in
 1

9
5
5
 a d

ark
-

haired m
an flashing the credentials of 

a
 U

.S
. A

ir F
o

rc
e
 c

iv
ilia

n
 a

n
a
ly

st 
turned up at the office of the G

eneral 
A

ircraft C
o

rp
. lo

cated
 in

 a o
n

e-sto
ry

 
b
u
ild

in
g
 alo

n
g
sid

e a g
rassy

 ru
n
w

ay
 

outside of B
oston. 

T
h

e v
isito

r to
ld

 d
elig

h
ted

 o
fficials 

o
f th

e little firm
 h

e w
as th

ere o
n

 o
r-

d
ers o

f th
e A

ir F
o
rce to

 lo
o
k

 o
v

er 
th

eir a
m

a
zin

g
 n

ew
 airp

lan
e th

at co
u

ld
 

take off and land on a field the size of 
a tennis court. 

T
h

e "an
aly

st" w
as really

 an
 u

n
d

er. 
co

v
er C

en
tral In

tellig
en

ce A
g
en

cy
 

m
an

 n
am

ed
 C

asirm
iro

 (C
h
ick

) B
ar-

q
u
in

. A
n

d
 h

is v
isit o

p
en

ed
 a relatio

n
- 

ship betw
een the C

IA
 and the M

assa-
ch

u
setts aircraft m

an
u
factu

rer th
at 

G
A

C
 now

 claim
s crippled its flourish-

in
g
 w

o
rld

w
id

e trad
e an

d
 ev

en
tu

ally
 

d
ro

v
e it o

u
t o

f th
e airp

lan
e b

u
sin

ess 
altogether. 

T
h
e claim

s are m
ad

e in
 a series o

f 
unusual law

suits quietly filed by G
A

C
 

d
u

rin
g

 th
e p

ast y
ear in

 fed
eral co

u
rts 

here and in A
lexandria. 

A
ccording to G

A
C

, the C
IA

 engaged 
in

 co
rp

o
rate esp

io
n

ag
e ag

ain
st its. 

short takeoff and landing (S
T

O
L

) air- 
craft co

m
p

an
y

. T
h

e M
assach

u
setts 

firm
 also

 say
s th

at th
e C

IA
 u

sed
 its 

w
o
rld

w
id

e co
n
tacts to

 d
riv

e it o
u
t o

f 
business and to build up th

e financial 
em

pire of its ow
n air proprietary com

-
panies. 

In
 ad

d
itio

n
 to

 th
ese ch

arg
es, th

e 
sn

its o
ffe

r in
sig

h
ts in

to
 th

e
 d

a
rk

 
w

o
rld

 o
f th

e C
IA

's far-flu
n

g
 air p

ro
-

p
rietaries w

h
ich

 stretch
ed

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e 
1960s from

 bland offices tucked aw
ay 

d
o
w

n
to

w
n

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 b

u
ild

in
g

s to
 

n
ig

h
t-fly

in
g
 d

ared
ev

il o
u
tfits o

p
erat-

ing through som
e of the w

orld's m
ost 

dangerous and rem
ote outbacks. 

Included in the m
aterial that is part 

of a foot-high stack of docum
ents filed 

by G
A

C
 are allegations that: 

• T
h
e C

IA
 h

ad
 ab

o
u
t 1

0
0
 air p

ro
-

p
rietaries o

f• v
ario

u
s ty

p
es o

p
eratin

g
 

in
 th

e early
 1

9
6
0
2
, in

clu
d
in

g
 at least 

six located in W
ashington and eet 

u
p

 
to

 p
u

rch
ase S

T
O

L
 craft fro

m
 G

A
C

 
w

ith
o
u
t h

av
in

g
 to

 id
en

tify
 th

e tru
e 

buyer.  

se
sse

d
 w

ith
 

secrecy 
a
b

o
u

t its 
"san

itized
" p

lan
es—

th
o

se th
at w

ere 
n

ev
er to

 b
e id

en
tified

 as b
elo

n
g

in
g

 to
 

either the C
IA

 or other U
.S

. operators 
—

th
at it th

rew
 aw

ay
 o

r m
elted

 d
o

w
n

 
th

e p
lan

es rath
er th

an
 risk

 sen
d
in

g
 

th
em

 to
 o

u
tsid

e rep
air sh

o
p
s fo

r n
o
r-

m
al w

ork. 
• D

u
rin

g
 th

e early
 1

9
6
0
5
 th

e C
IA

 
ran

 its o
w

n
 air fo

rce w
ith

in
 th

e o
ffls 

v
ial U

.S
. A

ir F
o
rce. T

h
e clan

d
estin

e 
air co

rp
s n

u
m

b
ered

 as m
an

y
, as 2

0
0
 

p
lan

es o
f all ty

p
es an

d
 th

o
ro

u
g

h
ly

 
co

n
fu

sed
 reg

u
lar A

ir F
o
rce b

u
reau

c-
rats W

h
o
 w

ere n
o
t to

ld
 o

f its ex
ist-

ence. 
• • W

hen a special m
ilitary air liaison 

g
ro

u
p

, called
 th

e "B
 T

eam
," w

as set 
u
p
 in

 th
e P

en
tag

o
n
 at th

e u
rg

in
g
 o

f 

fo
rm

er C
IA

 D
irecto

r A
llen

 D
u

lles, it 
d

isco
v

ered
 th

at h
u

n
d

red
s o

f m
ilitary

 
u

n
its h

ad
 b

een
 created

 o
v

er th
e y

ears 
solely for the convenience of the C

IA
. 

• T
h

e
 C

IA
, in

 o
rd

e
r to

 h
a
n

d
le

 
large scale illeg

al reg
istratio

n
s o

f its 
p

lan
es, p

lan
ted

 its o
w

n
 ag

en
ts in

 th
e 

F
ed

eral A
v

iatio
n

 A
d

m
in

istratio
n

 an
d

 
th

e T
reasu

ry
 D

ep
artm

en
t—

w
ith

 th
e 

k
n

o
w

led
g

e o
f th

e h
ead

s o
f th

o
se d

e-
partm

ents. 
• T

h
e C

IA
 u

sed
 th

e so
 called

 "em
-

b
assy

 ru
n

s" th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t o

f th
e w

o
rld

 
—

reg
u
larly

 sch
ed

u
led

 co
u
rier flig

h
ts 

by the M
ilitary.A

ir T
ransport S

ervice 
to U

.S
. em

bassies around the globe—
to cover its ow

n param
ilitary air oper-

ations. 
A

 spokesm
an for the C

IA
 yesterday 

said
 th

e in
tellig

en
ce ag

en
cy

 w
o
u
ld

 
m

ake no com
m

ent on the allegations. 
T

h
e C

IA
 an

d
 th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t 

h
av

e fo
u
g
h
t G

A
C

 req
u
ests fo

r in
fo

r-
m

atio
n

 ab
o

u
t th

e air o
p
eratio

n
 o

n
 a 

num
ber of grounds, including national 

security. 
T

he law
suits w

ere filed last N
ovem

-
ber in

 U
.S

. D
istrict C

o
u

rts in
 W

ash
-

in
g

to
n

 an
d

 A
lex

an
d

ria, V
a., an

d
 in

 
U

.S
. C

ourt of C
laim

s In W
ashington. 

N
am

ed as defendants are form
er C

IA
 

general counsel L
aw

rence R
. H

ouston; 
fo

rm
er A

ir A
m

erica h
ead

 G
eo

rg
e A

. 
D

ocile. Jr.; tw
o C

IA
 air proprietaries, 

A
ir A

m
erica and A

ir A
sia C

o., and the 
n

o
n

-C
IA

 firm
s B

ird
 an

d
 S

o
n

s In
c., 

C
o

n
tin

en
tal A

ir S
erv

ices an
d

 F
air-

child Industries. 

tio
n
s, th

e u
n
co

n
stitu

tio
n
al tak

in
g
 o

f 
private property and dam

ages caused 
b
y
 so

m
e o

f th
e d

efen
d
an

ts ag
ain

st 
G

A
C

. 

In
 its co

m
p
lain

t filed
 in

 V
irg

in
ia, 

G
A

C
 ch

arg
es th

at th
e C

IA
 h

elp
ed

 
m

ark
et co

m
p
etin

g
 aircraft an

d
 en

-
g
ag

ed
 in

 "a co
n
certed

 cam
p
aig

n
 car-

ried on w
ith foreign governm

ents and 
th

e U
.S

. D
ep

artm
en

t o
f D

efen
se to

 
m

alig
n

, m
isrep

resen
t an

d
 o

th
erw

ise 
d
en

ig
rate th

e w
o
rth

 an
d
 q

u
ality

" o
f 

G
A

C
 products. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e co

m
p
lain

t, A
ir 

A
m

erica ch
ief D

o
o

le d
em

an
d

ed
 in

 
1961 that 

all serv
ice an

d
 sales w

o
rk

 
fro

m
 G

A
C

 In
 A

sia b
e tu

rn
ed

 o
v

er to
 

A
ir A

m
erica. U

nless the dem
and w

as 
. _

 
m

e
t, th

e
 c

o
m

p
la

in
t sa

y
s D

o
c
ile

 
w

arned, the com
pany "w

ill never sell 
another plane in A

sia." 
T

h
e M

assach
u

setts firm
 said

 th
e 

th
reats w

ere m
ad

e "to
 p

ro
v

id
e m

ean
s 

fo
r a clan

d
estin

e o
p

eratio
n

s b
y

 C
IA

 
ag

en
ts an

d
 to

 p
ro

v
id

e in
d
ep

en
d
en

t 
sources of revenue for C

IA
 operations 

an
d

 fo
r th

e in
d

iv
id

u
als co

n
n

ected
 

w
ith those operations, w

ithout the ne-
cessity

 fo
r reco

u
rse to

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates governm
ent." 

T
h
e aircraft m

an
u
factu

rer claim
ed

 
that C

IA
 specialists had obtained cop-

ies o
f its p

lan
s an

d
 m

ad
e th

eir o
w

n
 

v
ersio

n
s o

f its six
-p

assen
g

er C
o

u
rier 

S
T

O
L

. T
h
e p

lan
e w

as u
sed

 ex
ten

-
sively in C

IA
-operated clandestine op-

eratio
n
s in

 L
ao

s an
d
 S

o
u
th

east A
sia 

as w
ell as in

 S
o

u
th

 A
m

erica an
d

 A
f-

rica, according to the G
A

C
 com

plaint. 
O

fficials o
f G

A
C

 refu
sed

 to
 co

m
-

m
ent on the suits. O

ther sources said, 
h
o
w

ev
er, th

at th
e co

m
p
an

y
 h

ad
 o

b
-

tain
ed

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 fo

r its alleg
atio

n
s 

fro
m

 so
u
rces fam

iliar w
ith

 th
e C

IA
's 

clandestine operations. 	
- 

 
In

 its co
m

p
lain

t, G
A

C
 said

 th
at at 

least fiv
e p

ro
p

rietary
 co

rp
o

ratio
n

s 
h

ad
 o

p
erated

 fro
m

 th
e late 1

9
5

0
s to

 
the early 1970s in W

ashington to clan-
destinely purchase planes for the C

IA
. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e co

m
p
lain

t, th
e fiv

e 
w

ere: 
A

ir V
entures w

hich allegedly fronted 
fo

r th
e C

IA
 fro

m
 th

e 1
9

6
0

s in
to

 th
e 

1
9

7
0

s; A
tlan

tic G
en

eral E
n

terp
rises, 

w
hich lasted from

 1960 to 1972; A
vis- 

tion Investors Inc., w
hich operated from

 
1962 to 1968; C

onsultair A
ssociates Inc., 

w
hich operated from

 1902 to 1971, and 
the K

ing.H
urley R

esearen G
roup, w

hich 
w

ent from
 1955 to 1969: 

F
orm

er A
ir . F

orce C
A

I. L
. F

letcher 
P

ro
u

ty
, w

h
o

 W
as m

ad
e h

ead
 o

f th
e 

P
en

tag
o

n
 liaiso

n
 team

 an
d

 serv
ed

 in
 

th
at ro

le fo
r eig

h
t y

ears u
n
til 1

9
6
3
, 

said
 in

 an
 affid

av
it filed

 in
 th

e V
ir-

g
in

ia
 c

a
se

 th
a
t a

t th
e
 tim

e
 o

f th
e
 

C
IA

's B
ay of P

igs invasion in 1961 he 
counted about 100 agency proprietar-
ies involved in air traffic. 

P
ro

u
ty

 said
 th

e C
IA

's m
ain

ten
an

ce 
shop, on T

aiw
an, w

as able to provide 
to

ta
lly

 u
n

m
a
rk

e
d

 p
a
rts fo

r C
IA

 
planes. 

"T
h
e ag

en
cy

 h
ad

 d
ecid

ed
 th

at 
b
e 

cause those planes w
ould from

 tim
e tc 

. tim
e b

e u
sed

 o
n

 really
 d

eep
 clan

d
es. 

tin
e m

issio
n
s th

e en
g
in

es h
ad

 to
 b

e 
deniable, w

hich m
eant they could nisi 

h
av

e th
e u

su
al m

ark
s an

d
 lab

els an
ti 

d
ecals an

d
 d

ie stam
p
s o

n
 th

em
," h

e 
said. 

R
ath

er th
an

 tru
st th

e p
lan

es to
 su

s 
p

in
io

n
s n

o
n

-C
IA

 m
ech

an
ics. h

e said
 

th
e in

tellig
en

ce ag
en

cy
 m

elted
 d

o
w

n
 

en
g
in

es an
d
 o

th
er p

arts w
h
en

 th
ey

 
m

alfunctioned. U
nder that system

, he 
said

, th
e p

lan
es "ju

st cam
e fro

m
 n

o
-

body." 
them

 w
ith past-on A

ir F
orce decals to 

P
ro

u
ty

 said
 h

e su
p

erv
ised

 th
e o

p
er-

ation of the C
IA

's air force w
ithin the 

A
ir F

orce. C
IA

 planes carried kits on 
them

 w
ith paste-on A

ir F
orce decals to 

in
stan

tly
 co

n
ceal th

eir real o
p

erato
rs, 

he said. 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 P
ro

u
ty

, h
e assig

n
ed

 
' B

arq
u
in

 to
 first v

isit th
e M

assach
u
-

setts com
pany. B

ecause the A
ir F

orce 
had no S

T
O

L
 counterpart to the G

A
C

 
p
lan

es, h
is "B

 T
eam

" m
an

u
factu

red
 

false p
ed

ig
rees. T

h
e p

ed
ig

rees w
ere 

n
ecessary

, h
e said

, to
 acco

u
n
t fo

r th
e 

n
ew

 p
lan

e w
ith

in
 th

e A
ir F

ro
ce fleet. 

In
 ad

d
itio

n
 to

 th
e C

IA
's A

ir F
o

rce 
p

lan
es, th

e in
tellig

en
ce ag

en
cy

 also
 

m
ain

tain
ed

 its o
w

n
 sep

arate fleet b
y
 

u
sin

g
 p

ro
p
rietaries, h

e said
. 

H
e said

 th
e A

ir F
o

rce n
ev

er flew
 a 

p
lan

e fo
r th

e C
IA

 o
n
 a h

o
stile m

is-
sion. "W

hen w
e knew

 such a m
ission 

w
as co

m
in

g
 w

e'd
 tu

rn
 it o

v
er to

 th
e 

C
IA

 and let them
 do it," he said. 


