‘that world. He headed the CIA’s
- Central American task force during the -,
" the career CIA analyst as opposed to
. covert operaty
- enable the int¢lliegence community to - -
. make the right kinds of assessments
* about this turbulent world. In such
. critical areas 3s reading, or misreading,
" conditions inside the Soviet Union and -
- Iragq, his recond is poor. Gates has been,
. as Sen. BxllB dley(D-NJ)Putlttlus

Charades in tq{le ?

_lan D. Fiers says he waited five
~ years to tell the truth about the
Iran-contra affair. When his

" chance came before the Senate Select -

Committee on Intelligence yesterday,
the former CIA covert operator
demonstrated only how difficult—if not -

‘impossible—it will be to determine t.hat

“truth.”

After listening to his fascmatmg
account of evasions, half-truths,
charades, intrigues, deceptions and
apparent outright lies, the senators
were left with an unsettling thought. If
so much dissembling and game-playing
were taking place among CIA officials in
private dealings with each other inside
their palace of mirrors, how could
Congress ever expect to learn the truth
in public testimony years later?

Fiers's account of the ever more
tangled Iran-contra affair provxdes a ‘
new twist to the old saying that, in the
land of the blind, a one-eyed man is 7
king. In the world in which Fiers -
operated, it seems that everyone was
blind when it was convenient to be so. . .
That, apparently, was much of the time
when it came to Iran-contra.

Not that Fiers admitted to outright
lies by fellow CIA operatives with . -
knowledge of the secret effort to
resupply the Nlcaraguan contra _
guerrillas at a time when such aid was
banned by Congress. He carefully :

. avoided that direct characterization.

Instead, he laced his testimony with
euphenusms to describe “the general
ambient that we lived in.”

It was an atmosphere, he explained,
or “a universe” of “an unspoken
understanding,” of “understandmg the -
framework but not the details,” of
appreciating that there “are thmgs you
shouldn’t know and don't want in your ..
head when you testify,” of not operatmg

" in “a black-and-white world.”

Fiers was in a key position to obs_erve

years that Oliver L. North was carrying -
out his extraordinary extralegal secret
operations for the Reagan
administration in which U.S. arms were
sold to Iran for hostages and proceeds
from those sales were diverted to fund
the contras. During that period, Fiers
developed a close relationship—similar
to that of a father and son, he
said—with William J. Casey, the late
director of central intelligence.

The Casey he described was mﬁmtely
complex and elusive. In the single most
riveting moment of his testimony; Flers
recalled an incident after he was

- contrary, was runnmg operations in .
l meetmg witl] Casey and North,

“Fiers testified.
= 1want you to understand you're notto

+.George turnef :
- “Somewhere in the dark of the night, Bill

Fiers in effe
for Gates yesterday that John M. -
Poindexter did four years ago for -
President Rogald Reagan when asked by -
' Iran-contra cangressional investigators
-about Reagan|s knowledge of the .
. dwersnon Poipdexter absolved him. -

-+ what and when about the diversionis

.never has be —‘ doubt that he is .

 his high position. Nor does the central
-question abou| Gates concern his murky
~ involvement with, and/or knowledge of,
- Iran-contra. «

| mbieht’_

North denials to the

informed tha

Central America. Fiers and his
immediate cqvert-operations superior,
Clair E. George, were summoned toa.

- According to Flers, Casey asked North
if he were operating in Central America. :
“Ollie looked ht the director and said no,”
“The director said, ‘Good.
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eptral America.’ ” After they - -
ting, Fiers recounted,
to him and said:

operate in C
left the mee!

Casey has saifl, ‘T'll take care of Central -
leave it to me.” ” When
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puzzle But when it comes to the purpose )
of the hearings -—whether to confirm

? Once again, focusing on who knew

-qualified by experience and training for

The key qug stion is whether Gates, , '
r, has the ability to-
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operators |
chaos. As eve; tsmlmqhave
demonstrated, fauity intelligence
analysis can be as much to blame.
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