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In =o<o_w. movies and miniseries, swash:
Ruckling spies come out of the’ cold to cap-

re the public imagination, but yesterday -

| a sedate Senate chamber the tables were

secrecy to air: aacmnn_mu:ﬁ
secrets Ea make ua:o:u

e agency.

.w sense, it was the revenge of the bu-
giticracy that ENEEE& the Senate in-
elligence committee’s hearing yesterday

n- President Bush’s nomination of Robert
. Omnﬁ to head the CIA.
A..ro committee heard testimony from
og._ analysts about manipulation of in-
igence »E_«.wmm and agency personnel,

snée data, all done to support the ideolog-
agenda of William J. Casey, the late CIA
or. In the process, it was alleged,
ent Ronald Reagan received “mis-

g and false information” that had “dev-

§tating consequences” on U.S. policy ini-

" stripe suit, told the Saa_zmm. aﬁ_a second
- ‘area concerned Casey’s other major concern,

stripped away the CIA veil of " his world view of the Soviet Union. That is,

tion-were vo__snsma Suamﬁ.
the Reagan era

ed operational oBB;Eo:G Quw@ nidde.
_ regarding 55. ‘Nicaragua and Afghanistan, -

“All those issues were politicized,” former
- top CIA analyst- Melvin‘A. 03._3.‘5. a'schol-

arly sounding man ina dig gark pin-

the Soviet Union as the source of all U.S.
problems, Casey seized on every opportunity
to exaggerate the Soviet threat.”

Goodman, a Soviet expert now with the
National War College, was one of four wit-
nesses to testify yesterday. He struck a
note of quiet, prideful defense for the pro-
fessional views of the career civil servant.

“I have spent my entire professional life in
government service,” he said in a low-key,
almost professorial tone, “and I am proud of
that fact. I've spent nearly 30 years in the
United States Army, in the State Depart-
ment, the CIA and the Department of De-

fense, I learned the culture and the craft of -

intelligence from people I respect, admired
and . .. I take the intelligence business very
seriously, both its ethical dimensions and its
analytical dimensions.”

As he told it, it was the career analysts as

ysis, done without fear or B«én.

But yesterday’s hearing also demon-
strated another truth about the murky
world of secret intelligence operatives and
analysts: that the “truth” is easier to assert
than to determine.

The senators héard as well from another
analyst who testified in support of Gates by
offering a rebuttal to Goodman’s critical
views about the perversion and corruption
of intelligence data. Graham E. Fuller, for-
mer vice chairman of the CIA’s National
Intelligence Council, while acknowledging
Casey’s “strongly felt” ideological Cold War
beliefs and saluting the profegsionalism of
analysts like Goodman, also disparaged
much of their analysis as vo:.m inclined “to-

wards, yes, a highly benign vision of Soviet’

intentions and goals.”

Fuller, who has been credited as provid-
ing material that led Reagan National Se-
curity Council operatives to argue that
there were Iranian moderates in Iran with
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‘Amencan people wat hmg the;

the senators, and

television, is-how 't
rectly conflicting claims ¢ :
sensus on whether Gates should bé ¢

firmed as the person to lead the U.S. intel~

e

ligence community into the 1990s,
These hearings come at a critical mo--
ment for the CIA and for American policy-'

- makers. In the past, Congress focused on

-CIA involvement in assassinations and

coups during the Cold War era. Lawmakers
attempted to rein in the covert operators.
Congressional. oversight was, supposedly,
strengthened; so were legal requirements
for presidents to report to Congress
through formal “findings” of the need for
U.S. covert operations.

But the Gates hearings have focused not
on the CIA’s old “dirty tricks” department
but on its analytical branch because that is
where Gates has his roots. That is also
where the agency is expected to concen-
trate its energies in.the future.

Now, in a time both of military reductions
and new economic constraints, the United

States ngeds to depend on the kinds of o
sound edonomic and pohtlcal assessments
that will fhelp it forge policies to deal with-
different complex problems—among them, .
rising ethnic and racial turbulence and the:
prospect [of internal chaos; within the bor;
ders of the old Soviet empire.

In that pew world, the mtellxgenceanal ts
will play gver important roles. It is the par- ‘

* adox of the current confirmation hearings

that while Gates is a veteran analyst, he js
now being accused of having;skewed analysis
ideological views: of covert oper-
ators who have presnded overthe CIA. : = .
Toa er, the serious charges agamst
Gates of| politicization of intelligence; re-
ports are|unfounded. “While:I know and re-
spect Me Goodman as a very knowledge-
able and expenenced Soviet analyst,” he
said’ yesterday, “in all frankness ' [ dp not

an, Gates should not be con-
cause of his record as dasey S
g the Reagan years. “Gates’s
s activity was to corrupt the pro-
cess and the ethics of intelligence on- alt of

these issues,” he charged. . . . He pandered
to Casey’ agenda Gatess other’ con-
tribution was to 1gnore and suppress signs

of Soviet| strategic retreat, mclud;ng_ the -
collapse of the Soviet Umon ltself ”




