
TH
E W

ASH
ING

TO
N PO

ST 
W

EDNESDAY, 
ED

N
ESD

A
Y

, O
C

TO
BER

 2, 1991 

ureaucrac 
In novels, m

ovies and m
iniseries, sw

ath- 
duckling spies com

e out of the cold to cap-
e the public im

agination, but yesterday 
a sedate Senate cham

ber the tables w
ere 

k
ivas h

ith
erto faceless career an

alysts 
Im

pressive academ
ic credentials-7the 

of the perm
anent-bureaucracy—

w
ho 

	
stripped aw

ay the C
IA

 veil of 
vsis  secrecy to air em

b
arrassin

g 
secrets a

n
d

 m
a

k
e serio

u
s 

pas against the operatives of the intel- 
agency. 

h sense, it w
as the revenge of the bu-

*racy th
at h

igh
ligh

ted
 th

e S
en

ate in
-

en
ce com

m
ittee's h

earin
g yesterd

ay 
P

resident B
ush's nom

ination of R
obert 

r G
ates to head the C

IA
. 

T
h

e com
m

ittee h
eard

 testim
on

y from
 

etelin
 analysts about m

anipulation of in-
ence analyses and agency personnel, 

bO
ttt_ suppression and slanting of intelli-

data, all done to support the ideolog-
:agenda of W

illiam
 J. C

asey, the late C
IA

 
or. In

 th
e p

rocess, it w
as alleged

, 
en

t R
on

ald
 R

eagan
 received

 "
m

is-
'trig and false inform

ation" that had "dev-
rM

g consequences" on U
.S. policy ini-

*
O

s. 

T
h

e sen
ators *eft;:told

' th
at n

early all 
in

telligen
ce issu

es con
n

ed
:0 to covert 

tion w
ere politicized inside the C

IA
 duritie..i. 

the R
eagan efaxot the 1980i. T

h
iie inelud 

ed
 op

eration
al com

m
itm

en
ts :d

aiey rad
e 

regarding Iran, N
icaragua and A

fghanistan. 
"A

ll those issues w
ere politicized," form

er 
top C

IA
 analyst M

elvin A
. G

oodm
an, a schol- 

arly sounding m
an in a dignified dark pin- 

stripe snit; told the com
m

ittee. "T
he second 

area concerned C
asey's other m

ajor concern, 
his w

orld view
 of the Soviet U

nion. T
hat is, 

th
e S

oviet U
n

ion
 as th

e sou
rce of all U

.S
. 

problem
s. C

asey seized on every opportunity 
to exaggerate the Soviet threat." 

G
oodm

an, a Soviet expert now
 w

ith the 
N

ational W
ar C

ollege, w
as one of four w

it- 
n

esses to testify yesterd
ay. H

e stru
ck

 a 
note of quiet, prideful defense for the pro-
fessional view

s of the career civil servant. 
I have spent m

y entire professional life in 
governm

ent service," he said in a low
-key, 

alm
ost professorial tone, "and I am

 proud of 
that fact. I've spent nearly 30 years in the 
U

nited States A
rm

y, in the State D
epart- 

m
ent, the C

IA
 and the D

epartm
ent of D

e- 
fense. I learned the culture and the craft of 
intelligence from

 people I respect, adm
ired 

and . I take the intelligence business very 
seriously, both its ethical dim

ensions and its 
analytical dim

ensions." 
A

s he told it, it w
as the career analysts as  

A
pposed to the cotrert 	

fs w
 

fulfilled the'thottn of 	
Y

e t 
T

rtith;";.T
hat m

otto, he A
dded, "goei..righk.? 

t4.4.116 *art tit the profesgoifil ethic of 'that,  
in

telligen
ce officer. N

od
!, fitiveB

&
Id

ea 
w

hat you m
ay think of the w

ork:W
e do, but <I 

w
ant to .assure T

M
 that our itandardi:are 

high, and w
e believe that our only unique 

contribution is in term
s of independent anal-

ysis, done w
ithout fear or favor." 

B
u

t yesterd
ay's h

earin
g also d

em
on

-
strated

 an
oth

er tru
th

 ab
ou

t th
e m

u
rk

y 
w

orld of secret intelligence operatives and 
analysts: that the "truth" is easier to assert • 
than to determ

ine. 
T

he senators heard as w
ell from

 another 
analyst w

ho testified in support of G
ates by 

offering a rebuttal to G
oodm

an's critical 
view

s about the perversion and corruption 
of intelligence data. G

raham
 E

. F
uller, for-

m
er vice chairm

an of the C
IA

's N
ational 

Intelligence C
ouncil, w

hile acknow
ledging 

C
asey's "strongly felt" ideological C

old W
ar 

beliefs and saluting the professionalism
 of 

an
alysts lik

e G
ood

m
an

, also d
isp

araged
 

m
uch of their analysis as being inclined "to-

w
ards, yes, a highly benign vision of Soviet 

intentions and goals." 
F

uller, w
ho has been credited as provid-

ing m
aterial that led R

eagan N
ational Se-

cu
rity C

ou
n

cil op
eratives to argu

e th
at 

there w
ere Iranian m

oderates in Iran w
ith 

B
y H

aynes Johnson 
Washington Post Staff W

riter 



ihoif the4tes, con. del; said he 
grorira "unY appyi;::With':t11tict:that I re-
ceived!' 4=Oin many Solet:Third World an-
alYsta4 "lV,Asiiis1iberak4ersus.conservative 
bias,* helaki.7“Not Nisealthirt,  situation, I 
scarcely Ueed add."' 

The problem for the aenators, and for the 
Atherican people wataiing the,liearings on 
television, is how to sift through. these di-, 
rectly conflicting claimi afitfairive at'a 
sensus on whether Gates should be Con.:-: 
firmed as the person to lead the U.S. intel=. 
ligence community into the 1990s. 

These hearings come at a critical mo-
ment for the CIA and for American policy-
makers. In the past, Congress focused on 
CIA involvement in assassinations and 
coups during the Cold War era. Lawmakers 
attempted to rein in the covert operators. 
Congressional :oversight was, supposedly, 
strengthened; so were legal requirements 
for presidents to report to Congress 
through formal "fmdings" of the need for 
U.S. covert operations. 

But the Gates hearings have focused not 
on the CIA's old "dirty tricks" department 
but on its analytical branch because that is 
where Gates has his roots. That is also 
where the agency is expected to concen-
trate its energies in the future. 

Now, in a time both of military reductions 
and new economic constraints, the United 

In that new world, the intelligenee analysts 
will play ever important roles. It is the par-
adox of the current confirmation hearhigs 
that while Gates is a veteran analyst, he is 
now being accused of having'akewed analysis 
to suit the ideological views, of covert oper-
ators who have presided over the CIA. 

To a Fuller, the serious charges against 
Gates of politicization of intelligence. re-
ports are unfounded. "Whileil know and re-
spect Mei Goodman as a very knowledge-
able and experienced Soviet analyst," he 
said yesterday, "in all frankness I d'o not 
readily recognize the Bob Gates de4ribed 
in his testimony." 

To a Goodman, Gates ShoUld not be con-
firmed because of his record as Casey's 
deputy during the Reagan years. "Gates's 
role in th.s activity was to corrupt the pro-
cess and the ethics of intelligence 66 all of 
these issues," he charged:-  . . . He pandered 
to Casey's agenda. . . . dates's other' con-
tribution was to ignore and suppress signs 
of Soviet strategic retreat, including the 
collapse of the Soviet Union itself." 

States needs to depend on the kinds of 
sound economic and political assessments 
that will help it forge -policies to deal with 
different complex problems—among them,. 
rising ethnic and racial turbulence and the 
prospect of internal chaot, within the borr,_ 
ders of the old Soviet empite. 


