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partisan fray, like the one that split |
the- Judiciary Committee ‘over- the {}
. Thomas . nomination.’ That -tradition’ ||
“broke down during the Gates hear-
ings as ‘GOP members—who- all"{}
voted for Gates—attacked the tes- ||
timony of three former -CIA ana-’
lysts who accused the nominee of
slanting mtellxgence estimates to fit
the anti-Soviet views of then-diréc-
tor. Casey and other Reagan’adi
_xstratwn pohcymakers durmg
1980s....
Several times. dunng th
mation hearings, ‘Boren 'said
hoped ‘the testimany. woiild ~help:
educate the pubhc about the-CIA sor:
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;o mer analysts who accused Ga
o cookxng the books opene(_l_

- process about, G_atqs.s -role: in.the -}
Iran-contra affair, which had been
expected to-be the main issueswhen:

. studymg Gatéss ‘record th' “des
“termine lsn'ttheman, ‘rthei_;‘:-p

- :.,related charges. and
8S ;closed Gates was: a “Sll‘_JeC'

hlm, depéndmg on’ the outlge
1 the wewer. Even two of the
: 'ho voted for Gates
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Most. .of -the allegatwns against
Gates thatcay;}g wk:atstheconfirs 41
mation- heamgis——oi alantmg intels a:
hgence_‘est:mates, suppressing-dis- -
sent and -going along-with an..at--
tempted:-cover-up-of the:Iran-contra:. .. ;.
scandal---stemmed from those days:

of calls on | Thomas bixt_thow on'the:
intelligence comxmttee have.
counted only ‘a_handful on Gate ]
‘for' - Intelligence; - déspite the" internal’

homas, wﬂl mustet the enel

when' the:Soviet :Uniom was viéwed - another floor fight.. 'dxsputes uncovered at the hearings,
as an evrt empire,” not-a: collapsed . The intelligence: committge -has * is still an arcane business closéd to-
T ; y “fong pnded xtself in bemg abope the  all but the expert.
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