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... "there are alternatives" 

McCurdy: 
Gates Should 
Withdraw 

By Bob Woodward 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Rep. Dave McCurdy (D-
Okla.), chairman of the 
House intelligence commit- 
tee, said yesterday that 
Robert M. Gates should 
withdraw his nomination as 
director of central intelli-
gence amid the public con-
troversy this week over how 
Gates handled intelligence 
reporting in the 1980s. 

"If he puts the interests of 
the intelligence community 
first, and if he cannot with 
absolute certainty disprove 
the charges against him of 
slanting intelligence re- 
ports, the noble thing for 
him to do is withdraw his 
nomination," McCurdy said 
in an interview. "He would 
have to disprove these 
charges with certainty and 
disprove them convincingly 
. . . and that is almost im- 
possible because it now gets 
down to his word against 
that of the analysts who are 
testifying." 

McCurdy's remarks came 
as the Senate intelligence 
committee heard more tes-
timony from several former 
CIA analysts alleging that 
Gates politicized CIA re-
ports to suit his hard-line 
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views and suppressed dissent, caus- 
ing a deterioration of morale among 
many in the intelligence director- 
ate. McCurdy said the Senate hear- 
ing "exposes a side and pat tern that 
can't be tolerated. . . . This criti- 
cism is of greater concern than 

• even the allegations of his involve- 
: ment in [the] Iran-contra [affair]. It 

affects the quality and objectivity of 
information that flows to the pres-
ident and the policymakers. 

"We need someone as director at 
the controls quickly who has cred- 
ibility. There are alternatives," 
McCurdy added. He declined to 
name possible alternatives but said 
there are individuals of proven in- 
telligence experience and stature 
who could be easily confirmed by 

• the Senate. 
The House intelligence commit- 

▪ tee reviews all intelligence budgets, 
covert actions and sensitive intel-
ligence operations much like its 
Senate counterpart but it plays no 
role in the confirmation hearings of 
senior intelligence officials. 

McCurdy said the Senate hear-
ings have opened up old, painful 
wounds from the 1980s that could 
not possibly be healed or resolved 
in the time a new director of central 
intelligence is needed. With the na- 
tion's intelligence agencies at a crit-
ical juncture, he said they must look 
forward, not backward. Already as a 
result of the prolonged confirmation 
process, he noted, action on the in- 
telligence authorization bill and on 
other sensitive and administrative 
intelligence matters has been de-
layed for weeks, amounting to a 
general "stalemate." 

"The intelligence agencies are 
facing reorganization," t e said. 
"The Soviet threat has completely 
changed, there are going to be less 
dollars, and the CIA is_getting it - • 

• from all sides from those who want 
■"•-• ;.1.o abolish it to those who think it is 
▪ not aggressive enough. Those are 

roji&the issues that need attention." 
According to Bush administration 

..„„Tofficials, some serious questions 
also have been raised internally 
about the performance of the U.S. 
:intelligence community during the 
Persian Gulf crisis. While technical 

• :Intelligence from communications 
• ...eavesdropping and satellite photog-
,:,raphy has been excellent, human in-

; lelligence has been weak to nonex-
: t°. istent, these sources said. 
▪ t: • In addition, the CIA has been un- 
• able to launch any meaningful co-

vert action to undermine Iraqi Pres-
ident Saddam Hussein, these 

•••- sources said. 
 • > Said one source: "We knew Sad-, • 

dam was a genuine menace to the 
region when he invaded Kuwait [in 

• August 1990], and we knew he was 
menace when we learned the de-

tails of his nuclear program this 
summer. This was a real opportu-
nity for the DO [the CIA's director-
ate of operations, which runs covert 
action] to deliver and show their 
stuff. It was a hard case, and it is a 
hard case, but they've shown al-
most nothing." 

Asked about this characteriza-
tion, McCurdy would only say, "In 
the Middle East, they don't have 
their act together." 

A CIA spokesman said last night: 
"We believe we do have our act to-
gether in the Middle East. We con-
tinue to cooperate with the House 
committee and will continue to co-
operate with them and answer any 
of their questions." 
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Discussing Gates, McCurdy de-
scribed him as "bright" and "a team 
player" whose performance since 
1989 as deputy national security 
adviser to President Bush "has been 
first-rate." But the congressman 
said his own experience with Gates 
does not provide evidence that 
Gates has the independence of mind 
needed to head the intelligence 
community. 

"An effective director [of central 
intelligence] has to demonstrate his 
independence and be willing to 
make tough calls, present dissent, 
present information that the pres-
ident doesn't want to hear," 
McCurdy said. 

McCurdy, 41, has headed the 
House intelligence panel since the 
beginning of this year. The Okla-
homa representative has indicated• 
he may seek the Democratic Par-
ty's presidential nomination, but 
said yesterday he had not yet de-
termined whether to run this year. 

McCurdy said that although he 
was reluctant to become involved 
publicly in the Gates controversy, 
he was speaking out now because 
the intelligence agencies need a 
leader who has not "suffered seri-
ous damage to his credibility?' He 
also said he is aware of the agony of 
his fellow Oklahoma Democrat, 
Sen. David L. Boren, who chairs the 
Senate intelligence committee and 
has supported the Gates nomina-
tion. 

"The Senate committee has done 
a remarkable job of an in-depth re-
view," McCurdy said. "It's a tough, 
painful position for them, and no 
one is going to come out a winner." 


