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P
ractically n

o on
e, from

 th
e A

d
m

in
istra-

tion
 on

 d
ow

n
, com

es ou
t of th

e cu
rren

t 
C

en
tral In

telligen
ce A

gen
cy flap

 look
in

g 
good

. T
h

ou
gh

 it is too early to assess th
e 

d
am

age. it is p
lain

ly con
sid

erab
le. T

h
e 

C
IA

 h
as again

 b
een

 con
firm

ed
 in

 its role 
as fall gu

y an
d

 fair gam
e for reb

els an
d

 
an

tiestab
lish

tn
en

tarian
s of every strip

e. 
A

ctu
ally, th

e agen
cy h

as d
on

e p
retty 

w
ell at w

h
at it is su

p
p

osed
 to d

o: p
rod

u
ce 

intelligence. Its blunders—
the B

ay of P
igs, 

for exam
p

le—
h

ave b
een

 h
eavily p

u
b

li-
cized, w

hile its trium
phs in w

hat Secretary 
R

u
sk

 calls th
e "

b
ack

-alleys w
ar"

 h
ave 

n
ecessarily gon

e u
n

su
n

g. W
ith

ou
t th

e 
C

IA
's dogged and ingenious w

ork the U
.S. 

w
ou

ld
 k

n
ow

 less an
d

 b
e in

 a far sh
ak

ier 
p

osition
 in

 th
e w

orld
 tod

ay. 
Its fu

n
ction

 as aid
 an

d
 com

fort to as-
sorted

 h
on

est b
u

t in
d

igen
t cau

ses, on
 th

e 
other hand, is questionable in the extrem

e. 

C
on

sid
erin

g th
e C

IA
's rep

u
tation

, it is 
su

rp
risin

g th
at m

an
y of th

e organ
ization

s 
it h

as covertly su
p

p
orted

 ten
d

 to b
e lib

-
eral (even a project under N

orm
an T

hom
-

as got funds). Som
e of the activities are so 

sp
ectacu

larly w
orth

w
h

ile in
 th

em
selves 

th
a
t a

lm
o
st th

e o
n

ly
 w

a
y
 to

 d
iscred

it 
th

em
 w

ou
ld

 b
e b

y associatin
g th

em
 w

ith
 

in
telligen

ce op
eration

s. It is reason
ab

le 
to ask

 h
ow

 th
is w

as p
erm

itted
 to h

ap
p

en
. 

F
ifteen years ago the political clim

ate in 
W

ashington w
as such that the easiest w

ay 
to feed

 govern
m

en
t fu

n
d

s in
to certain

 
p

rojects (su
ch

 as sen
d

in
g stu

d
en

t d
elega-

tions abroad) w
as by subterfuge. C

ongress 
w

as in no m
ood to give the m

oney openly. 
T

he C
IA

 being in the subterfuge business, 
th

e A
d

m
in

istration
 ap

p
oin

ted
 it b

agm
an

. 
S

u
b

seq
u

en
tly, th

e C
IA

 took
 ad

van
tage of 

its position in som
e eases to recruit agents 

an
d

 oth
erw

ise u
se th

e d
ep

en
d

en
t grou

p
s. 

N
ot everyon

e w
as so ab

u
sed

. R
u

t n
ow

 
th

at th
e w

h
ole th

in
g is b

low
n

, everyon
e 

involved has been com
prom

ised. 
T

h
e C

IA
 m

ay b
e fau

lted
 for d

oin
g a 

job
 th

at it sh
ou

ld
n

't h
ave b

een
 d

oin
g in

 
the first place, and for doing it m

uch too 
lon

g. H
ow

ever. th
e root b

lam
e 

is 
not 

w
ith

 th
e agen

cy b
u

t w
ith

 th
e h

yp
ocriti-

cal A
m

erican
 u

n
w

illin
gn

ess to 
sec cer-

tain
 typ

es of in
d

ivid
u

als or activities lose 
th

eir "
am

ateu
r"

 statu
s even

 w
h

en
 th

ey 
can

n
ot afford

 it. A
ll for th

e sak
e of p

re-
servin

g a m
yth

 of in
d

ep
en

d
en

ce, th
e of-

ficers of a large num
ber of groups, to say 

n
oth

in
g of fou

r P
resid

en
ts an

d
 a h

ost of 
public officials, have found it necessary to 
cou

n
ten

an
ce an

 extraord
in

ary d
egree of 

d
eviou

sn
ess. T

h
e C

en
tral In

telligen
ce 

A
gency should stick to intelligence and let 

oth
er govern

m
en

t agen
cies, on

 an
 op

en
 

basis, bankroll the good w
orks. 
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