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False Hysteria 
The :outcry following disclosure 

that the Central Intelligence Agency 
had helped finance the National 
Student,  Association has been almost 
hysteritally out of all proportion to 
the actual situation. 

All kinds of sinister motives have 
been read into the CIA's .connec-
tion with the student organization, 
with the implication that young .  
peo0 have been corrupted by Gov-
ernment subsidy and used as spies 
or in some other outlandish capacity. 

Not surprisingly, critics of Presi-
dent Johnson, whether those oppos-
ed to him politically or those who 
takelte' left-wing line in any mat-
ter halving to 'do with foreign policy, 
have seized upon the CIA-Student 
Association affair to make the Pres-
id* he target of new attack:, 

Alt' the same time, America's In-
telligence, Service has been made 
to appear as though it were engag-
ed in some nefarious conspiracy, 
with students as their tools. 

Onthe part of those who support.  

International Communism and who 
opme U. S. foreign policy at all 
times, such tactics are understand-
able. But there is no sensible reas-
on for others to join in this uproar. 
We hicepen to live ill a jungle world, 
not *seine Utopia where a coun-
try's nteiligence -iervice can op-
erate in full view of the public at 
Broad and Chestnut streets. 

A .calm appraisal of the over-
sensationalized disclosure of the 

National Student Association subsi-
dies will make the hullabaloo of the 
past week seem ridiculous. 

After questioning CIA Director 
Richard Helms, a subcommittee of 
the House Armed Services Commit-
tee issued a statement saying that 
the CIA aid was given, at the stu-
dents' request, to counter Commu-
nist attempts to take over foreign 
student organizations, by making it 
possible for American students 
holding independent views to par-
ticipate in international meetingi. 

"It is no secret," the statement 
continued, "that since the end of 
the Second World War, the Commu-
nists concentrated on student organ-
izations throughout the free world 
and by 1950 were successful to the 
point that. they-  had little opposition. 
Patriotic and  worried  students in 
the U. S. were quick to reco else 
the situation. ea ers o their or-
ganization.sought appropriate help. 
It was forthcoming, and has now 
served its purpose. Espionage was 
not involved: the survival of free-
dom was." 

The intent of the CIA aid was 
patriotic; to help resist the inroads 
made by international Communism. 
What is the intent of those who are 
trying to defame and to belittle the 
CIA, and to embarrass the Govern-
ment of the U. S. with their out-
cries over the student subsidy in-
cident? Certainly they . are giving 
aid and comfort only to our enemies. 


