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Poking Fun at CIA 
Americans in London Of- fr 
Tour of 'Stately Homes' 

By Clay Harris 
hoectal to The Waahtnirton Post 

LONDON, May 20 -
When Britain's newest tour 
of "stately homes" began 
earlier this week, the house-
holder at the only stop on 
the first day's tour wasn't 
at home to his guests. 

So the 60 or so Partic-
ipants stood a curbside vigil 

• across the street from the 
• 

 
Belgravia home of Cord 
Meyer Jr., chief of the U.S. 
embassy's political liaison 
section and widely reputed 
to be the Central Intelli-
gence Agency's station chief 
in Britain. 

If Meyer had answered 
the door, be would have been 
presented with a mock his-
torical p la q u e like those 
that adorn the houses of 
the famous. His was a blue 
frisbee with the lettering: 
"CIA — 1970-7" 

The invitation to "see how 
the underhand live" marked 
the introduction of street 
theater as a tactic in the 
growing campaign against 
the presence of CIA agents 

-in Britain. 
A group of Labor mem-

- bers of Parliament is ex-
pected to call soon for the 
expulsion of as many as 50 
U.S. embassy employees. 
Names, and in some cases 
seven home addresses, of 
embassy officials reputed to 
be CIA agents have been 
printed in publications rang-. 
ing from London Times to 
the leftish weekly, Time 
Out. 

The tours have been or- 

ganized by- the Concerned 
Americans Abroad, a group 
of American residents in 
London which was originally 
formed in 1908 to protest 
the Vietnam war. 	• 

The group commissioned_ 
the F a th er Xmas Union 
under the direction of 
American Ed Berman  to 
present the "Guided Tour 
of CIA Operatives' Stately 
Homes." 

Each day this week, Ber-
man and a supporting cast 
from a London th e a t er 
group lead the curious to 
the home of an alleged CIA 
operative. The tour is light-
hearted in tone, intended 
humorously to focus public-
ity on the embassy person-
nel claimed to work for the 
CIA. 

The tour begins in Sloane 
Squire, where on the first 
day two black-clad members 
of the company conspicu- 
ously hid behind their cloaks 
as they perched on a monu-
ment to Chelsea's war dead. 

Berman himself  was 
dressed in a Santa Claus 
suit 

Berman's jokes, in most 
cases, were more music hall 
than revolutionary, and 
much of his monologue 
kept up the pretense of a 
guided tour. This was cal-
culated, Berman revealed 
as the police began to make 
their inquiries, since bull-
horns may be used without 
license if the occasion is 
"commercial." 


