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T

he bi-
zarre tale o

f C
IA

 ag
en

ts p
ro

. 
teeting B

ritons from
 their ow

n 
security negligence today blew

 
u
p
 in

 th
e letters co

lu
m

n
 o

f 
T

he T
im

es of L
ondon. 

T
h
e
 d

e
stru

c
t b

u
tto

n
 w

a
s 

pushed by 141111conejan,d. the 
A

m
erican source of the origi-

n
a
l a

c
c
o
u
n
t a

n
d
 a

 se
lf-d

e
-

serib
ed

 "co
n
su

ltan
t" fo

r th
e 

C
entral Intelligence A

gency. 
C

opeland w
rote T

he T
im

es, 
"I h

ad
 n

o
 facts o

f m
y
 o

w
n
 to

 
co

rro
b
o
rate th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
" 

h
e
 g

a
v
e
 th

e
 p

a
p
e
r. B

u
t, h

e
 

w
en

t o
n
, if h

is sto
ry

 w
as n

o
t 

true, it should be. 
T

h
e cu

rio
u
s cap

er b
eg

an
 

last F
rid

ay
 w

h
en

 T
h
e T

im
es 

ran
 at th

e to
p
 o

f p
ag

e o
n
e a 

story headlined: "C
IA

 m
en in 

B
ritain

 ch
eck

in
g
 o

n
 su

b
v
er-

sion." 
T

h
e tale, essen

tially
 an

 in
-

terv
iew

 w
ith

 C
o
p
elan

d
, d

is-
closed that "betw

een 30 and 40 
ex

tra A
m

erican
 in

tellig
en

ce 
m

en have been drafted to B
rit-

ain
 sin

ce th
e p

resen
t state o

f 
em

ergency w
as introduced." 

• T
h
eir m

issio
n
, C

o
p
elan

d
 

told C
hristopher W

alker, T
he 

T
im

es rep
o
rter, w

as to
 ferret 

o
u
t su

b
v
ersiv

es, p
articu

larly
 

in B
ritish trade unions. 

"R
ightly or w

rongly," C
ope-

lan
d
 w

as q
u
o
ted

 as say
in

g
, 

"th
e to

p
 m

en
 in

 th
e C

IA
 b

e. 

T
h
e T

im
es d

id
 n

o
t rep

o
rt 

that C
opeland, 57, m

akes a liv-
in

g
 in

 L
o
n
d
o
n
 ad

v
isin

g
 w

h
at' 

h
e
 sa

y
s a

re
 m

u
ltin

a
tio

n
a
l 

A
m

e
ric

a
n
 c

o
rp

o
ra

tio
n
s o

n
 

"secu
rity

 p
ro

b
lem

s." N
o
r d

id
 

th
e n

ew
sp

ap
er d

isclo
se th

at 
C

o
p
elan

d
 h

as co
-au

th
o
red

 a 
novel entitled "B

lack S
eptem

-
ber" for w

hich, he says, S
im

on 
&

 S
ch

u
ster h

as p
aid

 an
 ad

-
vance of 670,000. 

W
h
en

 T
h
e T

im
es sto

ry
 ap

-
peared, the A

m
erican em

bassy 
here said that it "is so•outside 
th

e area o
f tru

th
 th

at It m
u
st 

be denied categorically." 
T

h
e n

ex
t d

ay
, L

o
u
ts H

eren
, 

T
h
e T

im
es' d

ep
u
ty

 ed
ito

r fo
r 

fo
re

ig
n
 n

e
w

s a
n
d
 fo

rm
e
r 

W
ashington 	

correspondent, 
w

rote a signed front-page arti-
cle describing such denials as 
"au

to
m

atic an
d
 u

n
d
erstan

d
a-

ble." 
H

eren
 su

g
g
ested

 th
at th

e 
C

IA
 w

as o
n
ly

 d
o
in

g
 its d

u
ty

, 
th

at "F
ro

m
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
, B

rit-
ain m

ust now
 be beginning to 

lo
o
k
 lik

e a C
en

tral A
m

erican
 

b
an

an
a rep

u
b
lic,. . . It m

u
st 

seem
 th

at th
e G

o
v
ern

m
en

t is 
in

cap
ab

le o
f g

o
v
ern

in
g
. M

ili-
tan

t trad
e u

n
io

n
ists are in

 d
i-

rect co
n
fro

n
tatio

n
 w

ith
 au

-
thority." 

T
o
d
ay

, h
o
w

ev
er, C

o
p
elan

d
  

co
n
fessed

 th
at h

is tale w
as a 

classic case of the w
ish father-

ing the thought. 
H

e w
rote: 

"O
n the evening of January 

1
6
, I rev

iew
ed

 w
ith

 C
h
risto

-
p
h
er W

alk
er th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

w
h
ich

 p
ro

v
id

ed
 th

e b
asis fo

r 
his story on C

IA
 m

en in B
rit-

ain
.' A

lth
o
u
g
h
 I h

ad
 n

o
 facts 

of m
y ow

n w
ith w

hich to cor-
ro

b
o
rate th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
, it 

m
ade sense to m

e in the light 
of m

y background know
ledge 

of T
he w

ar of the spooks' ... 
"I h

av
e ch

illin
g
 su

sp
icio

n
s 

th
a
t th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s e
m

 
b
assy

 m
ig

h
t b

e sp
eak

in
g
 th

 
tru

th
 in

 th
at p

o
m

p
o
u
s d

en
ial 

it issu
ed

 o
n
 F

rid
ay

 an
d
 th

at 
th

e C
IA

 really
 is in

 th
is in

 
stan

ce as d
elin

q
u
en

t in
 th

 
p
erfo

rm
an

ce o
f its assig

n
ed

 
d
u
ties as th

e d
en

ial claim
s. I 

h
o
p
e m

y
 su

sp
icio

n
s tu

rn
 o

u
t 

to
 b

e
 u

n
fo

u
n
d
e
d
 . . . B

o
th

 
B

lack S
eptem

ber and the IR
A

 
have boasted that 1974 is to be 
'the year of the killing' ," 

M
o
re p

ro
saic In

tellig
en

ce 
sources here never took C

ope-
lan

d
's y

arn
 serio

u
sly

. T
h
ey

 
said that even the C

IA
 w

hich 
so

m
etim

es acts w
ith

o
u
t co

n
- 

sidering 	
political 	

conse- 
q
u
en

ces, m
u
st k

n
o
w

 th
at in

-
dustrial action by coal m

iners 
an

d
 railw

ay
 en

g
in

eers h
ere 

does not reflect a plot to over- 

th
ro

w
 th

e
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t b

u
t 

sim
ply a w

ish for m
ore m

oney 
in the ease of the m

iners, and 
p
reserv

atio
n
 o

f th
e en

g
in

eers 
as a separate craft in the case 
of the railw

aym
en. 

T
hese sources, how

ever, did 
a
y
 th

a
t C

o
p
e
la

n
d
 h

a
d
 re

- 
ealed

 a b
u
reau

cratic fact o
f 

arginal significance, that the 
IA

 o
ffice h

ere h
as p

u
t o

n
 a 

few
 ad

d
itio

n
al  m

en
. B

u
t th

is 
tx

p
aitsu

rir w
as attrib

u
ted

 to
 

the im
portance of the new

 sta-
tion chief, C

ord M
eyer, rather 

th
a
n
 a

n
y
e
t

ra
rtitt a

c
tiv

ity
. 

M
eyer is the high C

IA
 official 

credited w
ith the ill-fated plan 

in
 th

e
 1

9
6
1
3
s to

 b
u
y
 u

p
, 

th
ro

u
g
h
 fo

u
n
d
a
tio

n
 fu

n
d
s, 

lead
ers In

 th
e A

m
erican

 N
a. 

to
n
al S

tu
d
en

ts A
sso

ciatio
n
 

an
d
 sev

eral A
m

erican
 trad

e 
unions. 

A
s fo

r C
o
p
elan

d
, h

e first 
ach

iev
ed

 n
o
to

riety
 w

ith
 th

e 
p
u
b
licatio

n
 o

f "T
h
e G

am
e o

f 
N

atio
n
s," a p

u
rp

o
rted

ly
 fac-

tual account of his derring-do 
on behalf of the C

IA
 in E

gypt 
an

d
 elsew

h
ere in

 th
e M

id
d
le 

E
ast. 
T

o
d
ay

, C
o
p
elan

d
 say

s h
e 

w
as b

u
t is n

o
 ten

g
er a m

an
- 

a
g
e
m

e
n
t sp

e
c
ia

list fo
r th

e
 

agency, som
etim

es w
orking on 

th
e C

IA
 p

ay
ro

ll an
d
 so

m
e- 

tim
es w

orking under contract 
for a prom

inent m
anagem

ent 
firm

. 

liev
e th

at th
e p

resen
t sp

ate o
f 

strikes in B
ritain has far m

ore 
sinister m

otives than the m
ere 

w
inning of extra w

ages. T
hey 

b
e
lie

v
e
 th

a
t th

e
 a

im
 Is to

 ' 
b
rin

g
 a

b
o
u
t a

 situ
a
tio

n
 in

 
w

hich it w
ould he im

possible 
fo

r th
e
 k

in
d
 o

f d
e
m

o
c
ra

tic
 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t y
o
u
 co

n
tin

u
e to

 
en

jo
y
 h

ere. . . . T
h
ere Is n

o
 

d
o
u
b
t at all th

at it [th
e C

IA
] 

h
a
s a

g
e
n
ts o

p
e
ra

tin
g
 in

sid
e
 ' 

th
e B

ritish
 lab

o
r u

n
io

n
s. . 

T
h
e C

IA
 h

as b
een

 try
in

g
 to

 
convince the B

ritish for som
e 

tim
e ab

o
u
t th

e p
o
w

er o
f su

b
-

v
ersiv

es w
ith

in
 th

e u
n
io

n
s. 

. . T
h
e p

resen
t state o

f B
rit-

ain
 m

ak
es it a p

ro
fessio

n
al 

troublem
aker's dream

." 


