17 June 19565

MEMDRANDUM FOR Tha Cirector of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT

s

Book Review: Fortrait of the Aszasain by
Congrasamaa Carald 8. Ford with Jobn R.
Stilas .

1. This memorandum is for information only to bring to your
attantion a {orthcoming book concarning Lea Harvey Tawald by
Congreasman Garald R. Ford with John R, Etilas, ertitled Poxrizals of
the Aszsassln (Wew York: Simon and Schuatazr, 13835).

2. My, Stiles is a long time political asszociate of Congresaman
Ford and waa his spacial assistant thronghout tha Congreaaman's tenusa
as a mambar of tha Warsen Commission establishad to report on tha
assassination of Frasident Xeonsdy. This book iz writtsn not so much
{0 tall ths atory of the asaaasinaiion of the Prasidan® as to present a
study of Qswald aa a person and to describe his tripa and activitiss
insofar as they are kaown, Tha book is comprisad in vary large measaore
of extendsd extracts from tha published Tecords of the Comrniassion. The
testimony and views of Cswald's mether, wife and brother, a3 weil as
others who Xnaw him, arz set forth in some detail. Somae emmphasis ia
laid on Dswald's stormy relaticns with his wile and his forceinl rsactions
to difflcult pariods ina thal ralationahip,

3. Congressman Ford tells of some of the problems the Com-~
mission faced in developing the evidanca in the case, but the book is not
eritical of the Commiasion or of ita canclusioas. Fozirait of the Asasassin
coataias very faw reisrencas to CIA {pages 13, 17-19, 2, 23-24, 61, 152-3,
291, 352, 460), and these ara uncbjectioaabla. Oaly slight menatioa ia made
of ths chargs put forth by Cswald's moiher and oihers that Cswald may
have been o CIA agent. In his conclusions, Ford atressas tha importaace
of “maeaaingfal bumaa rslationships’, and that thasa are what Owwald lackad.
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4. Tha first chaptar of Fortrait of tha Assassin, entitiad
The Caomrijasion Gata Ita First Shock, deals with the charge, seriocusly
advancad by Toxas law soaiorcament officials, thal Oawald waa in fact
an ¥DI agent and sets {orth some of ike Commission's deliberations as
ta how bast to prova tha trath or falsity of this claim which waz alao
bejng raised by certain other jndividuals and padlic madia. A3 Conjgrssi-
nan Ford and tha Comamissioa Raport and taatimony poiat ont, the charze
was never suistained. Howevsr, sorca of the writing in Chaplax 1ia pas-
sibly loosa encugh to allow for guciation oul of contaxt for those who Seak
t> damaya the image of the FBL Io Febmary, #han ClA saw the gallay
uroois of thia book, this infarmation was callad to tha aitsntion of the
721 on a coniidential basis. Howavsr, a0 action waa probably takaa by
tham, because thara appears to be no changa ia tha publizsbad varsioa
fromm the text of the gallay preoiu.

Cistribution:
Orig & 1 w/book - DCI
1 w/book - DDCI
1 w/book - Ex. Dir
1 w/book - DDP|

) 3 -

1 - T/ Sacurity|
1 - )
1 - CGC




