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The Washington Merry-Go-Round
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. ® A determined small busi-
nessman named August Hebel
discovered a new way to de-
crease metal distortion. For
years, he made the rounds in
Washington seeking acceptance
for his process. But everywhere,
he was told to get the approval
of the American SocietyforTest-
ing and Materials, which

-seemed more interested in pro-

tecting the old established

'methods. Not until subcommit-

tee attorney John Ray threat-

ened the society with Serate ex-

posure did it agree to look at
Hebel's process. :

e The Watts Regulator Com-

v of Lawrence, Mass., devel-

1 backflow valve for pipes,

rould cut valve costs in

could save purchasers

° dollars. Yet the

‘tion Foundation,

dards for such

efused to'cer-

‘ly, three of

hich man-

iel P. Moynihan called t.he Co-
lumbia University Press in a
huff over the book, “Nixon’s
Good Deed,” which is mildly
critical of his role as President|
Nixon’s welfare adviser. As
publisher Robert Barnes re-
members the phone call, Moy-

nihan-told him hotly that the

book wasn't “appropriate for a
respectable umversxty press to
print.” Most reviewers, on the
contrary, have hailed it
‘Reached at Harvard, where he

.teaches, Moynihan told us he

had been sent the book for com-
ment and “as a scholar in the
field, I gave my scholarly opin-
ion.”

Kevin-Maroney, the deputy as-
sistant attorney general who is
examining . the question  of
whether former Central Intelli-
gence Agency Director Richard
M. Helms gave the Senate per-
jured testimony, represented

disqualify him from revie

the perjury charges. He ha(no

intention, he indicated, of wlth«

[drawing from the case ... -
Israeli geologists claim thr

have located an estimated 7!

lion barrels of oil in the Ra’

lah region of occupied Jo

Twenty years ago, Americ

man Edwin Pauley for

partnership with Philli

drill in this area. The'
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the CIA in a 1966 case. Maroney
worked closely with Helms on

the case and obtained an affi-|

davit from him. The Justice De-
partment official acknowledged
to us that he had worked with;
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““EHéims but insisted this du{p‘t‘

When Richard Helms was appomted
director of Central Intelligence, I,as a
former career officer and lawyer for
CIA, wrote my first “Letter to the Edi-
tor.” It was to The Post, and I praised
the choice.

This is my second-such letter, stimu-
lated by articles in The Post by Tom
Braden (February 3) and others. The
columnists seem consistently to miss a
distinetion vital to a sound approach to
the problems. created by the activities
of CIA and other “security” agencies:
The authority to conduct these activi-
ties versus the political and social wis-
‘dom of doing so. When we are of-
fended by certain instances of domes-
tic surveillance, we are quick to call
them illegal, -but what really bothers

are, but that they are offenses against
the national spirit.

' CIA’s authority and neither has any
other writer I have seen. Assuredly,

tled, but it seems clear that the author-

ity is broad indeed. Whether CIA has

' treated it as.being more broad than it
is remains to be seen.” If CIA has the
legal authority to try to overthrow Hit-
ler, then it hag the legal authority to
try to overthrow Trudesu, but the for-
mulation: of wise policy is not always

r S0 easy :as it is in this exaggerated con-
trast .

us is. not that they are illegal, if they.

Braden has not attempted to defme‘

some of the law on this point is unset-

' Defmz,tg the Authonty of ‘Secunty Agencies

In any event, if the policy is legal,
the policymaker bears the-responsibil-
ity. I am concerned about the public's,
recent overemphasis on the acquies-
cence by senior officials to political de-
cisions of dubious wisdom. Within the
framework of the.law, these officials
ought to either resign, if conscience de-
mands it, or acquiesce and be respon-
sive to the direction of . the elected
leaders. If they do neither, they “be-
come independent powers not even in-
directly subject to the will of the peo-
ple. And when they are responsive,
and the political directives they toltow
are bad, we can ‘throw the elected
rascals out, as, indeed, we have- done.
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One reads of the shocking. sabotage .

of a dissenting professor,  reportedly
an independent lark by agents who
still probably see Communists under
beds. Even more horrendous are the
celebrated clandestine operations con-
ducted at.the direction of the political
leadership. Happily, our  system has
means, although different means, for
dealing with both.

It is difficult to guess whether CIA’
more gquestionable adventures - have
been independently mounted or have
been counseled and even . directed by

the White House. Before we -make -

Ambassador-Helms the patsy, we should
find out which.

A.rlin-gton.-

‘-

- H, Rmhard Chew.: . ..



