
Inform
ant 

Says P
olice 

D
.C

. P
olice U

rged T
hefts, Inform

er Says 

U
rged .,T

heft 
B

y Paul W
. V

alentine 
and L

ee D
aniels 

W
ashington P

ost Staff W
riters 

A
 form

er D
.C

. police inform
-

a
n
t c

o
n
te

n
d
e
d
 y

e
ste

rd
a
y
 

that he w
as instructed by his 

supervisor to steal m
ail, break 

into buildings and disrupt le-
gitim

ate dem
onstrations of the 

antiw
ar m

ovem
ent here in the 

early 1970s. 
H

is assertion contrasts w
ith 

thoie in a D
.C

. police depart-
m

ent report released W
ednes-

d
a
y

 th
a
t sa

id
 in

fo
rm

a
n

ts 
"w

ere instructed to engage in 
no illegal activities" and no 
such activity is know

n to'have 
occurred. 

T
he inform

ant, E
arl R

obert 
M

erritt, 30, says he w
as a $50. 

to
-$

7
5

-a-w
eek

 "sp
ecial em

. 
ployee" of the police depart. 
m

en
t's in

tellig
en

ce d
iv

isio
n
 

and infiltrated antiw
ar groups 

from
 1970 through 1972. 

In
 ad

d
itio

n
 to

 m
o
n
ito

rin
g
 

an
d
 rep

o
rtin

g
 ro

u
tin

e activ
i. 

ties of antiw
ar groups and in. 

d
iv

id
u

als, M
erritt to

ld
 a re. 

p
o

rter th
at o

n
 in

stru
ctio

n
s 

from
 police, he: 

*
B

ro
k
e in

to
 th

e C
o
m

m
it. 

nity B
ookshop, form

erly 
at 

2028 
p

 
S

t., N
W

, in
 M

ay
, 

See PO
L

IC
E

, A
6, C

ol. 4  

P
O

L
IC

E
, F

rom
 A

l 
1971, and stole a quantity of 
antiw

ar petitions containing 
nam

es and addresses of activ-
ists and supporters. 

• S
to

le a p
ap

er b
ag

 filled
 

w
ith

 m
ail fro

m
 th

e In
stitu

te 
fo

r P
o

licy
 S

tu
d

ies, an
 in

d
e-

pendent public policy research 
cen

ter th
at h

as attracted
 a 

num
ber of leftist scholars. 

• H
elp

ed
 d

isru
p
t sev

eral 
street dem

onstrations by giv-
ing protesters false inform

a-
tion about tim

es and locations 
of rallies. H

e also yanked out 
the w

ires and tubes from
 tw

o 
sound system

s at the M
ayday 

encam
pm

ent in W
est P

otom
ac 

P.ark in early M
ay, 1971, he 

said. 
Police C

hief M
aurice J. C

ul-
linane could not be reached 
y

esterd
ay

, an
d

 A
sst. C

h
ief 

T
h
eo

d
o
re Z

an
d
ers, w

h
o
 h

as 
headed a recent house clean-
in

g
 o

f in
tellig

en
ce d

iv
isio

n
 

records, refused to com
m

ent. 
M

erritt, w
ho "w

ent public" 
in m

id-1973 and has spoken 
p

rev
io

u
sly

 ab
o

u
t h

is u
n

d
er-

cover activity, has been con-
firm

ed by police officials as a 
one-tim

e inform
ant. 

Z
an

d
ers said

 h
e d

id
 n

o
t 

w
ant to com

nient on M
erritt's 

p
resen

t claim
s b

ecau
se o

f 
pending litigation betw

een the 
police departm

ent and the In-
stitute for P

olicy S
tudies. 

T
he Institute last year sued 

tw
o F

B
I agents, form

er A
ttor-

ney G
eneral John N

. M
itchell 

and "unknow
n" em

ployees of 
the D

.C
. police departm

ent for-
alleged illegal infiltration of 
the institute. M

erritt is a key 
w

itness in the litigation.  

ducted surveillance of cam
pus 

antiw
ar activity. 

H
e stressed that the officers 

already had independently de-
cided to enroll as full-tim

e stu-
dents and entered through the 
reg

u
lar ad

m
issio

n
s p

ro
cess 

w
hen the police departm

ent 
asked them

 also to m
onitor an-

tiw
ar groups. Z

anders did not 
sp

ecify
 w

h
ich

 u
n
iv

ersities 
they attended. 

Z
anders said the officers re-

ceived credit for the courses 
taken, w

ere paid regular sala-
ries w

h
ile atten

d
in

g
 sch

o
o

l 
an

d
 h

ad
 th

eir tu
itio

n
 p

aid
 

from
 the departm

ent's confi-
dential fund. 

O
fficials of area universities 

co
n

tacted
 said

 th
ey

 d
id

 n
o

t 
ro

lled
 in

 lo
cal co

lleg
es co

n
.,  know

 w
hether undercover po- lice officers had operated on :1 

their cam
puses.  ' 

T
he officials said they w

ere 
n

o
t ap

p
ro

ach
ed

 b
y

 
...anyone 

fro
m

 th
e W

ash
in

g
to

n
 p

o
lice

.,  
d

ep
artM

en
t regard

in
g su

ch
 

placem
ents. 

W
illiam

 A
bIstroni, an A

m
eri-

can U
niversity vice-president, 

said, "W
e w

eren't approached, 
a
n

d
 w

e w
o
u

ld
n

't h
a
v
e a

p
-

proved` such an operation 
if 

w
e w

ere . It w
ould be antitheti-

cal to the spirit of the univer-1 
sity and of a free society." 

A
hlstrom

 added, how
ever,' 

that it w
ould probably be im

-: 
possible to determ

ine w
hether' 

undercover agents did O
perate 

on the:cam
pus because of th

e 
fluid nature of the university 
com

m
unity. 

P
o

lice o
fficials in

clu
d

in
g

 
Z

anders and C
ullinane gener-

ally have declined to elaborate 
on an extensive report issued 
by the departm

ent W
ednesday 

o
n

 activ
ities o

f th
e in

telli-
gence division from

 1967 to 
the present. 

T
he report described in gen-

eral term
s undercover opera-

tions by both police officers 
and paid civilian inform

ants 
an

d
 in

clu
d
ed

 ack
n
o
w

led
g
e-

m
en

ts th
at p

o
lice b

o
rro

w
ed

 
electronic equipm

ent, cars and 
m

en from
 the C

entral Intelli-
gence A

gency on som
e occa-

sions. 
In

 o
n
e o

f h
is few

 d
etailed

 
discussions of the report, Z

an-
ders described how

 three po-
lice o

fficers w
h

o
 w

ere en
- 

-1
7
-77

 
-- 


