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Told of C.I.A. Castro Plot 
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'WASHINGTON, March 9. -- made a contract with the Mafia 
to hit Castro," Mr. Walinsky 
said. 	- 
- The:'Walinsky-Edelman ac-
count was initially provided 
The New York Times in sep-
arate off-the-record discussions 
in 1973..and restated Friday for 
direct attribution. 

On March-  3, 1967, Jack An-
derson, the . syndicated col? 
umnist, reported that.the 
may have plotted Mr. Castro's 
assassination and depicted Mr.. 
Kennedy as the official who.  
"may have approved the oper-
ation."•Mr. Anderson also cited 
what he 'termed persistent 
"rumors" to the effect that Mr. 
Castro may have become aware 
of the•American plot and de-
cided to' retaliate by having 
President Kennedy:assassinated 
in 1963. Because of that possi-
bility, thi.columnist-luggested; 
Senatoi - Kennedy'may '-have 
been blaming himself for the' 
deith.nf hie brother: 	" 

The column,. published at , a 
time of strained relations be-
tween • Senator Kennedy and 
President Johnson, "outraged" 
the Senator, Mr. Walinsky re-
called, and led to the discussion 
of the alleged C.LA.-Mafia as-
sassination attempt. 

remember him- saying, 
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Two former key aides to the 
late Robert. F.. Kennedy say 
that be told them in 1.967 that 
agents of the Central littelli-
geitoe-  Agency bad contracted 
with the Mafia in 'an aborted 
plot to assassinate Premier 
Fidel .Castro of Cuba before 
the Bay of Pip invasion in 
1961. - 
I Adam Walinsky and Peter B. 

Edelman, who were assistants 
to Mr. Kennedy when he was 
Attorney General and a Sen-
ator, said in 'interviews last 
week that Mr. Kennedy told 
them that be bad played an 
active role in stopping the as-
sassination attempt 

7A high official of the C.I.A., 
informed of . the Walinsky: 
Edelman . Account, said the 
agency 'would have • "no com- 
ment." ^ 	. 

lvlr. Walinsky, now a lawyer 
in' private , practice in New 
York, said that Mr., Kennedy 
disclosed that he had received 
"assurances in writing" from 
the C.I.A. that the attempted 
assassination had been abort-
ed. Those assurances came 
after Mr.. Kennedy discussed 
the issue with high officials of 
the agency, Mr. Walinsky re-
called the then-Senator saying. 
•"He told us 'drat he had dis- 



The New York Times/Genre* Tames 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy in 1968 with Adam Walln-
sky, right, and Peter B. Edelman, rear. They were then 
assistants to Mr..Kennedy. They revealed details on 

alleged plot against Premier Fidel Castro of Cuba. 
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CRITICAL OF C.I.A. 

Representatives Draw 800 

to East, Side Meeting 

By PAUL I.. MONTGOMERY 
Six Democratic Representa-

tives attracted an audience of 
.800 on the East Side yesterday 
for a town meeting on the con-
troversy over the Central In- 
telligence Agency. 	' 

The Representatives, all of 
-whom took anti-C.I.A. positions 
of varying severity, were pep-
pered with questions from the 
Audience about the current Con-
.gressional, investigations of the 
Agency, possible links between 
the C.I.A. and the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy, 

And the 6.5-billion in Federal  
funds spent annually for foreign 

.intelligence gathereing. 	- 
Representative Bella S. Ab-

zug, who found at a hearing 
last week in Washington that  
the C.I.A. had been keeping a 
dossier on her, was asked if  
the inteJligency agency ought to 
be abolished. 

`Government nto Itself' 
"The C.I.A. - has become a 

government unto itself," the 
;Manhattan Congresswoman re-
plied. "They seem to consider 

• themselves above the executive 
' branch of government, the judi-
cial branch, the legislative 
branch , and the Constitution. 

' That is the question—whether 
the C.I.A. in its present form 
should 'exist at all."  

The gathering at Julia Rich-
mond High School, 67th Street 
and Second Avenue, was spon- 

•sored ' by the Committee for 
Public Justice, a part of the 

• American Civil Liberties Union 
Foundation. It was founded in 
'1970 at the urging of Lillian 
Hellman, the playwright, to look 
into acts of the Administration 
of President Richard M. Nixon 
in domestic intelligence, secrecy 
in government and political 
trials. 

Members of the audience 
paid $10 fo'r reserved seats or 
$2 for general admission to the 
meeting. Warren Beatty, the 
actor,. who is a member of the 
Committee for -Public Justice, 
introduced the participants 
and apologized to Elizabeth 
Holtzman; the Brooklyn Con-
gressman, for saying that she 
represented Richmond. 

Questions on Assassination 
Several questions from the 

Audience concerned the assas-
sination of President Kennedy. 
John D. Marks, co:author of 
"The C.I.A. and the Cult of 
Intelligence," said: "I don't 
think there's anybody in this 
room who believes that Lee, 
Harvey Oswald acted alone." 
He said he had a "visceral feel-
ing" that some figures in the 
murder had C.I.A. connections. 

The Representatives on hand  
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blame myself?' Mr. Edelman 
reoalled. "I didn't start it [the 
Castro assassination attempt]: 
I stopped it."i 

Mr. Edelman, now - a vice 
'president for policy at the uni-
versity of Massachusetts, fur-
ther quoted 'dr. Kennedy as 
saying, "I found out that some 
people were -going to try an 
attempt on Castro's life and I 
turned it off." 

Mr. Edelman said that Mr. 
Kennedy had "mentioned the.  
Mafia." Mr. Edelman said that 
the inference he had then drawn 
from the conversation was that 
"someone associated with the 
CI:A. -had done' this, but not 
nedessarily. ',that it had been 
officially 'anctioned by the 
agency, whatever that means." 

Clue 'Found in Las Vegas 
Mr. Walinsky also recalled 

Mr. Kenneoy as explaining in 
1967 that he had learned of the 
alleged C.I.A.-Mafia link while 
working as an organized crime 
investigator for a Senate com-
mittee in the late-  fifties. 

"He was out in Las Vegas," 
Mr. Walinsky recalled Mr. Ken-
nedy as saying, "and a mobster 
told him, 'you can't touch me, 
I've got immunity.' he said 'who 
gave you immunity?' and the 
mobster said 'C.I.A.' " 

"He went back and he 
checked and -sure enough it!  
was -true," Mr. Walinsky said. 
"They had made a deal with 
this guy." 

Mr. Walinsky said that Mr. 
Kennedy did not say in his 
conversation in 1967 who had 
informed him of the alleged 
C.I.A.-Mafia ties. He also said 
that Mr. Kennedy apparently 
learned more about that rela-
tionship while serving at Pres-
ident Kennedy's request on a 
panel in 1961 that reviewed 
the C.LA.'s planning and prep-
arations for the unsuccessful 
Bay of Pigs invasion. 

Asked why Senator Kennedy 
did not try to make that in-
formation public, Mr. Walinsky 
said he could only speculate, 
but that he believed the Sena-
tor, who was assassinated 
while seeking the Democratic 
Presidential nomination, in 
1968, planned to take some 
corrective action toward the 
C.I.A. if elected to the White 
House. 

Briefing of Ford Reported 
A number of news organiza-

tions have reported that Pres-
ident Ford was briefed late last 
year , on C.I.A.-connected as-
sassinations or assassination 
attempts. The White House has 
refused to comment. 

Asked at a news conference 
last Thursday night what Wil-
liam E. Colby, director of 
Central Intelligence had told 
him about the allegations of 
assassination or assassination 
attempts on foreign leari,”, 

A number of past and pres-
ent , C.I.A. agents told The 
Times in interviews shortly af-
ter Mr. McCoy's allegations 
were published that agency of-
ficials repeatedly looked the 
other way in the nineteen-
sixty's because the Southeast 
Asian drug trade was consid-
ered to be helpful to anti-Com-
munist forces. 

San Giancana, a Chicago 
rackets chief with long-time 
connections to Cuba, is be-
lieved by some investigators to 
have aided the C.I.A: in spying 
efforts against Mr. Castro. 

In August, 1963, Sandy 
Smith, a crime reporter for 
The Chicago Sun-Times, quoted ,  
Justice Department sources as 
saying the C.I.A. had apparent-
ly. helped Mr. Giancana spy on 
his 'then girlfriend, Phyllis Mc-
Guire, one of the singing Mc-
Guire sisters, sometime in 1961. 

Mr. Smith, now a, Time meg-. 
azine reporter who ' is highly 
respected for his reporting on 
organized crime, wrote that 
Mr. Giancana had become con-
cerned because a prominent 
night club singer was becoming 
too attentive to Miss McGuire 
and the C.I.A. apparently de-
cided to help him re,rtf;...... 

The former C.LA. man, who 
told of monitoring the activi-
ties of radicals 'and other dis-
sidents in the late nineteen-six-
ties and early nineteen-seventies 
and whose knowledge of the 
C.I.A. _ seemed extensive, said 
that the Mafia was relied upon 
for exchanges of information 
and also to assault targets 
seected by the C.I.A. 

The former C.I.A. man re-
fused to name any such -vic-
tims or to permit his name to 
be used. In a recent statement 
to a House subcomfnittee, Mr. 
Colby said that he had ben un-
able to identify the man and, 
therefore, believed him to be 
"a fabricator." 

A number of high-ranking 
present and former Justice De-
partment officials with close 
involvement in • organized 
crime activities also expressed 
the belief in interviews last 
week that the full story of al-
leged C.I.A. involvement with 
the Mafia was not known. 

I 

t 

Mr. McCoy quoted Edward 
Lansdale, a high-level C.I.A. 
operative in Southeast Asia, as 
telling him in 1971 that he had 
met with Corsican mobsters 
and informed them he would 
take a hands-off attitude to-
ward them. 

-"We had some kind of truce," 
Mr. McCoy quoted-Mr. Lansdale 
as saying. 	- 

Aid on Spying Reported 
• 



.''ot in a position to 
factual account." 
_Mafia leaders have been 

linked to American intelligence 
efforts since World WarIl,whert 
Charles Luciano allegedly aid-
ed the planning for the Allied 
invasion of Sicily. 

A number of Mafia leaders 
had extensive gambling and 
syndicate holdings in Cuba dat-
ing to the late nineteen-thirties 
when Meyer Lansky opened his 
first casino in Havana. The 
Mafia also reportedly enjoy 
a close relationship with Ful 
gencio Batista, the Cuban dic-
tator whom Mr,Castro deposed. 

After the Castro revolution 
in 1958, the .gambling casinos 
and other activities were shut 
down by the Cuban Govern-
ment and the Mafia allegedly 
worked closely with C.I.A. op-
eratives in providing intelli-
gence, planning and other help 
for the Bay of 'Pigs invasion, 
according to a number of Fed-
eral investigators. 

In a book called "The Poli-
tics of Heroin in Southeast 
Asia:' Alfred McCoy, then a 
Yale student, charged in 1972 
that Coriican and American 
syndicate gangsters had become 
involved in the heroin trade 
from Laos, Burma and Thailand. 
He also wrote that such infor-
mation was well known to 
many officials of the Central 
Intelligence Agency and that 
they had done nothing to stop 
such activities. 

High officials of the Intelli-
gence agenby, including • Mr: 
Colby and Cord Meyer, now 
the station chief in . London, 
denied the allegation at the 
time. •  

as an 
vate detective agency in Flor-
ida was arrested by sheriff& 
police while prowling in Miss 
McGuire's hotel suite in Last 
Vegas. After persistent ques-
tioning, the detective agency 
told the police to get in touch 
with the C.I.A. 

Explanation Lacking 
The matter was apparently 

dropped without any formal 
charges being filed, but Mr. 
Smith wrote that neither the 
C.I.A. nor the detective agency 
ever offered the police an ex-
plantion of what the prowler 
had been doing in the' hotel 
suite. 

A former Justice Department 
official knowledgeable about 
such matters supported Mr. 
Smith's account in a recent in-
terview with The Times. But 
e said that a file on the mat-

ter, which also showed that a 
wiretap had been involved, had 
been removed by a Nixon Ad-
ministration appointee from 
the department's . organized 
crime division. 

The alleged Giancana-C.I.A. 
link became of concern to the 
Nixon Administration in the 
late nineteen-sixties, the source 
said, because there was a mis-
taken Initial belief that the 
wiretap on Miss McGuire's 
room had been authorized by 
Robert Kennedy when he was 
Attorney General. 

In a•series of interviews late 
last year, a former undercover 
agent . for . the C.I.A. in New 
York City alleged that he and 
other agents "had some deal-
ings" with the mafia. 


