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The Central Intelligence 
Agency is concerned that 
current investigations may 
pursue the alleged involve-
ment of the agency in three 
assassination plots aimed at 
foreign political leaders, Fi-
del Castro in Cuba, 'Rafael 
Trujillo in the Dominican 
Republic and Patrice Lu-
numbs in the Congo, ac-
cording to a reliable source. 

The CIA, which refused to 
comment on this report, has 
repeatedly denied over the 
years that it ever had a pol-
icy of directing,  the murder 
of foreign leaders. 

The agency maintains that 
position; according to the 
government source, but it 
as acknowledged privately 

that in two episodes—Cuba 
nd the Dominican Republic 
attempts may, have been 

arried forward by people 
ho were in close contact 
ith CdA. officers. 
In the Congo, accordiii to 

the source; the agency re-
portedly acknowledged that 
an assassination Of theleft-
oriented leader was dis-
cussed in some agenci cir-
cles, but no action was 
taken and Ltimumba's' mur-
der in,1961 was done by oth-
ers not connected with the 
U.S. intelligence agency. 

Trujillo, the DiziminicEM 
dictator for 31 years and for 
many years a close ally of 
the United States, was' shot 
by assassins in late May of 
1961. 

Castro and his supporters 
claim to have squelched sev-
eral assassination  pla 
Wine Ili* In 
1960s, for' which the, 
blamed the'CIA. 

premTer of the 001Y-Incre• 
Lumumba, the depOsoll 

pendent Congo, died myste 
riously in . February of 1981: 
and the, secessionist , Ka-
tanga Province governiapin 
that opposed him gave cashq 
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thin on their own. 
It is well known, for in-

stance, that the CIA sent 
various Cuban emigres back 
into Castro's Cuba during 
the early 1960s, but the 
agency insists that none of 
them were sent there to kill 
the Cuban premier. One for-
mer CIA official, who 
served in a key post super-
vising Caribbean activities, 
suggested that the talk of 
"assassination -teams" may 
be nothing more than the 
emotional bravado of the 
Cuban exiles who often 
boasted that they would top-
ple the Castro government. 
, "The people who went 

oL
to Cuba frankly never got 
ose enough to Havana to 

anything like that," the 
-official said. "It all has a 

ble air of unreality." 
On the other hand, colum-

nist Jack Anderson reported 
in a 1971 column that he had 
established that the CIA 
sponsored six assassination 

: CIA, From Al 
- rev/aids to the village tribes-
men whom it credited with 
the killing. 

Last Weekend, the ques-
tion of CIA involvement in 
assassination .surfaced in a 
news report by CBS re- 

• porter Daniel Schorr who 
said that CIA Director Wil- 
liam. E. ,Colby briefed Presi-
dent :Ford on. the subject 
last December' when Colby . 
was reporting to him on the 
CIA's domestic surveillance 
activities. The activities are 

'now the subject of three. 
separate investigations. 

In theory at least, the as-
sassination issue could be- 
come a subject before the 
Presidential commission in-
vestigating CIA domestic ac- 
tivities if investigators es- 
tablish thdt non-agency peo-
ple were recruited and 
equipped in the United 
States to commit the crime 
of murder in another coun- 
try Conceivably, that could 
be Construed as a "domestic 
Conspiracy" and thus fall 
Within the limited scope of 
the eight-member investigat-
ing commission chaired by 
Vice President Rockefeller. 

Government officials are 
concerned, the source said, 
that at the very least a pub-
lie airing of these episodes 
could greatly complicate for- 

tun relations, particularly 
with Cuba. 

Secretary of State Henry 
A. Kissinger recently sug-
gested that the United 
State* should strive to re-
open relations with Cuba, 
target of a U.S. embargo 
since 1961 because of its af-
filiation with Moscow. 

Rumors and published 
allegations of CIA involve-
ment in various 'political as• 
sassinations have circulated 
for many years, always de-
nied., by, the •intelligence 
agency, but sometimes sup-

-: ported by iragmeats of evi-
deep, never conclusively 
aubitantiated or refuted. 

Line top official who ap-
parently believed the stories 
was the late President John-
son. A former Johnson aide, 
Leo Janos, in a 1973 article 
in Atlantic magazine, said 
Johnson once declared that 
after he took office in 1963 
be discovered that "we had - 
been operating a damned 
Murder Incorporated in the 
Caribbean." 

Another former associate 
Of IaBJ corroborated that re. 

yesterday, relating that 
ident Johhson "believed 
e was an attempt to 
ck off Castro, but he 

never proved it to me." 
. A high-level CIA official, 
when he was asked about as-
sassination several weeks 
ago in a not-for-attribution 
interview, gave anambigu. 

°us reply. He saict it is oasi-
cally correct that the CIA 
never assassinated anybody 
but he slanted to be careful 
how he phrased that. 

.."?I'd rather not talk about 
it without doing my home-
work rather carefully," the 
official Said 'What's) hick-
cally right, fundamentally 
... right, but I don't want to 
make a flat statement that 
we never had anything to do 
with any such' thing. There 
were some things that were 
a little close.to the edge." 

. Sens. Frank Church (D-
Idaho) and :John: G. Tower 
(11-Telc.), who. head the See 
ate's select committee Inves-
tigating the CIA, met yester-
day -with President Ford to 
discuss executive branch co-
operation with the Senate 
investigation. Afterwards, 
Church said that he had 
raised the question of Col-
by's oral 'briefing on assassi-
nations and the President 
"indicated that when the 
time came, this would be a 
matter he would be willing 
to discuss with me and Sen. , 
Tower." 	 • 

e1
One of the many ambigui-
s that surround the sub- 

j ct is the question of 
ether, the CIA could be 
ld responsible if lt never 
chilly directed a killing, 

b t trained; equipped and 
couraged foreign,  agents 
o pursued an assassina- .,  

attempts in Cuba, the last in 
the spring of 193. The 
"teams" were recruited 
from among Cubans in Mi- 
ami by John Roselli, alleg- 
edly "a top Mafia figure" 
whom the CIA had recruited 
to direct the murder mis-
sions, according to Ander-
son. 

RoseM could not be 
reached for comment but 
his lawyer, Leslie Scherr, 
said, "Johnny won't talk to 
you about Cuba under any 
circumstances. He won't 
even talk to me about -it. His 
favorite guy is G. Gordon 
Liddy. Johnny says he 
knows how to keep his 
mouth shut." 

However, an ex-CIA oper-
ative named Bradley Ayers, 
a former Army captain who 
helped train CIA agents in 
tropic survival, related yes- 
terdy that he discovered by 
accident that at least one 
group, a team of marksmen 
trained in the Miami area in 
early 1963, "was to have the 
role of conducting an assas-
sination effort against Cas-, 
tro." He described Roselli as 
the CIA's "case officer" for 
the team. 

Ayers said he usually disc 
counted the assassination 
talk among CIA agents at 
the Miami station as loose 
banter until he encountered 
'the marksman team on a 
tour of secret CIA training 



bases in south tiornia. "I 
was told that (Castro's 
assassination) was what they 
were practicing for," Ayers 
said. "The team leader made 
jokes about it, quite 
frankly." 

Ayers hinted that Rosen' 
subsequently confirmed to 
hint that assassination was 
the team's assignment, but 
Ayers would not discuss the 
particulars of whatever Ro-
Belli told him. 

A third, less definite ref-
erence to assassination at-
tempts in Cuba is included 
in "Inside the Company," 
the recently-published diary 
of ex-CIA officer Philip B. 
F. Agee, who said he trained 
an agent named Luis To-
roella to penetrate Cuba 
from Quito, Euador, in 1961. 
Agee said he did not know 
the agent's mission because 
the CIA's Miami Station was 
going to direct the agent by 

The agent and his col-
leagues were arrested and 
the wire services reported 
the Havana government's 
announcement that they 

tad confessed. 
"I hadn't known they 
ere planning to assassinate 

Ia
astro," Agee wrote, "but 

he press report reveals a 
tailed plan using bazoo-
s in an ambush near the 
evens snorts complex." 
Agee's book, published in 

Britain and Canada, also in-
cludes a second-hand ac-
count of how the CIA aided 
in the assassination of Tru-
jillo in 1961. Agee writes 
that the plot was described 
to him four years later by 
Ned P. Holman, who was 
CIA station chief in Uru-
guay and served on the Car-
ibbean desk at the time of 
Trujillo's death. Holman re-
tired in 1967 to his home. 
town of Guthrie, Okla., and 

' died in 1971. 
Agee said he was golfing 

with Holman on a Saturday  

afternoon in 1965 during the 
Dominican uprising when 
the station chief explained 
the background of that 
country's civil strife. 

"Holman says it all goes 
back to the agency's assassi-
nation of Trujillo," Agee. 
wrote. "He was chief of the 
Caribbean branch in head-
quarters at the time and 
was deeply involved in plan-
ning the assassination, 
which was done by Cuban 
exiles from Miami using 
weapons we sent through 
the diplomatic pouch. The 
weapons were passed to the 
assassins through a .U.S. citi-
zen who was an agent of the 
Santo Domingo station and 
owner of a supermarket. He 
had to be evacuated though, 
after the assassination, be-
cause the investigation 
brought him under suspi-
den." 

Rumors and suspicions 
have surrounded the death 
of Lumumba in the Congo 
for many years, though not 
aimed exclusively at the 
CIA..Officials close to Afri-
can diplomacy in that period 
said there were a variety of 
different parties who might 
have launched the plot to 
kill the premier. 

Sen. Church, in his meet-
ing with the President yes-
terday, sought a White 
House directive instructing 
the various intelligence 
agencies to cooperate with 
the Senate investigation. 
Church also hoped to get a 
copy of CIA Director Col-
by's 50-page report to Mr: 
Ford on domestic activities. 

Church said he did not get 
either but was satisfied with 
the President's assurances  
of cooperation.' "He ind'- 
cated that • our requests 
would have to be taken up 
on a case-by-case basis," 
Church said 


