Interview with Seymeur Hersh by Peter Jennings on A.M. Ameriea, 3/20/75

(Tape begins while Hersh answers firat question)

seeseand they (CIA) went areund trying to cenvince the publishing industry,
the newspaser industry that it hadn't been blown, that the L.A. Times
didn't write it, the Ryssians didn't knew abeut it., Yeu knew, it head
already he2n published, the L.A. Times stery about the break-in and

the CIA eperation XXX were published in New York and all ever the werld,

Ji IHXXHH¥N Isn'’t it very difficult te imagine that the Seviet
Unien weuld net have knewn what was goinz en eut there?

H: Yeah, sure, -

Ji And what®s the big deal abeut all ef this?

H: I never thousht it was that big. I theuzht--think it's a
laugh riet. It always reminis me ef the Tem Lear (?) Jeke abeut Wernsr
ven Brown, he almed for the mesen but eften hit Lenden, yeu knew, with
his missiles, you knew, they tried semsthing msretty intzresting and 1if
it worked we prebably weuld have said "Coel®. We might net have, I
den't knew what I weuld think--Af I had been an American what I weuld
think if the Russians came by and pleked up the Thresher (?), rsmember
the American submerine that went dewn eff Kew Hampshire, and buried some
of our dead at sea., I wander if I'd ask questions like, hey, we're se
worried abesut the missing in aetion in SE A3la d1d we give the Russians
a 1list of who was dead? Se they dan tell their familles abeut it. You
knew, 1t ralises these kind of questions, ,

J1 It raises seme other questions toe abeut this whole campalign
that's surrounding the CIA new. There's the automatic reactien en
Cengress abeut these whe said they weren't in it. Of course the over-
sight committee was. There's the involvement of the press and why
Celdby went areund town tellimg that he weuldn't like te publish the
story. Why de you think that he did? '

H: I think they're all in grave treuble and I think they realize
1t. I think we're gelng to see the end of the initials "CIA®. I think
we're stlll gzoing te have an intelllcence function but we're going to have 41
have different initials. You knew there was a story out of Lenden the

W esher day telling that the Lenden government, or seme members of Parliament
v were geinz to eust members of the CIA whe are under cover-- '

Ji Who are werking--

Ht Everybody knews we've been deing that for KUEE 25 years. The
president of Mexlee, (name) the ether day was denouncing the CIA and the
CIA knew he was president befores he d1d, I mean we had sn awful let te
de with that election and the eontrel. You know we've had--Mexiso's
always been a side pooket of eurs. Se when our swn flesh and bleed
start dencuncing us, England, Mexlse, its valus is gene, I think. And
80 here's the CIA--you want to aveld as such-~-you want teo get the stuff
you want to pick it up to shew everybedy you ean deo useful things. I
think it would/have bean reassenably useful te have it, '

‘ probadbly

J3 Do you think all the eoverage that's been glven ¢® it has bmsa
kind ef queered golng back next summer? : :

H: Oh yeah. If they want to go baek they mizht as well invite
the Russians te go with them and make it a goint venture. I mean leek,
‘one of the things--we ge into space jointly, why not go down there? Yeu
knew, we're not twe seorpians in a bottle any more, The twoubles is the
beys ever there, the plckle faetory as they semetimes say the CIA, they
like to think this is 1953, sut it's nets it's 75,

J3 I netised that in your artiecle and eertainly in ethers this has



angle

Boen~-the ramifisations ef this have been at least vempared te the U=2
that it is pessidble this might queer detente (unintsllizible). De
you belisve that?

H: No, detente’'s much mere important than thias, The twe ceuntries
really want teo de semething abeut the meney and arms rasce, ete., this
is an episode, this is an ineldent.

J¢ Do you think the CIA is rapidly beconing outm@dod? What will
become ef it, what shaduld replace 1t?

H: Oh, I don't know. They'll Jjust get semething else with different
initials., *NIS", Natienal Intelligzenes Service. I think the old 1initlals
ars genna have to ge.

Jt Why Heward Hughes invelved in this?

H: Well, I'11 tell ysu, ons ef the thiigs that bothered me about
net publishing this story, one of the rsssons, I henestly bsliave the
CIA wanted this for what they bslleved to be valld sesurity--natinsnal
sesurity reasons. I desagree with 1t, but you sould I think alse gsive
them their point. I den’t think they ha& any galns. To them getting a
1958 submarine was manna. I den'te...uh...1 was bethared by the Hughes
XNXXKE. All during Watergate, we new diseaver, pubilcatien of a story a
few days aze, the White Heuse hed 2 reasen te be worried abeut Howard
Hughes. TYeu knew, of eosurse, that Heward Hunt, E. Heward Hunte-I'm
®eginning to sound like a Kennedy Assassinatien mut, a UFO, I'll start

- talking absut these next, but anyway (laughs), the point is that Howard

Hunt, the cenvicted watergate Burglar, ex~CIA guy, was working fer a
Hugheg public relatiens flrm. uh, and, uh, you wender absut that, Yeu
wender abeut all this talk abeut, eh, Larry OBrien, ths guy they were
wiretanping also had done some publie relations work for Hughes, and here's
HENAXE Huches working sa a projJect we described--the papsrs described as
the most secret of the Poard and Nixen adminiatrations. Tou wender what

-Ampact this had on any way the Presidsnt er people in the White House

or people in the zovornment whe were briefed on the proegram weuld have
gone. ‘

(Commarcial wreak--back jeinsd by Blll Beutel (sp?):

B: I84 1like to ask you, Mr, Hersh, ene of the things behind this
ia the proper frele eof the prezs in a story eof thils sert., Apparantly
the newspapers knew a leng time--I'm net goling to ask you hew leéeng ysu
specifically knew ahout &t, but a let of peopdle did knew abeut this
and held 1t baek, Now, 80 many peopls say wae den't think in the press
about the interests of the sountry. What do you think is the proper
role of the press in a stary like this?

H: Well, jJust zenerally I think the rele of the press 1s te..ls
to find out, and 1t's the rele of the government to ksep Lt secret, and
I think ene of the problems hapnens when the presa fiands esut semsthing

‘1ike this and the government says ne, keep it secret. It's a very

important clash besause after all, we end up in a pesitien of hecomlng
part of natlioenal sesurity, Je=smmbag part of declsien making. Whether
we publish it has something to do with whethsr the beat goes out--the
CIA zoes osut and tries to get the rest ef the submarine., I'm afrald I
take a pretty hard line en it. I prebably should have published the
story right awvay. I made that...uh, I'm a reporter (unint=111gible) and

Af I 4didn't think that there'd be semething wreng %ith me, I alse ean

- undergtand and regpeet the deeisien ef the editors of ths Times and ether

newspaners net te publish it en greundsthat it's a centinuing operatlon,
#n srounds that the CIA made a persenal appeal te them, suggested alse
that men's lives esuld be endangered. The way we left it at the Times,
I and the managing editer, A.M. Resenthal, was that it was up te me

te keep on working en it and find reasens for him to publish the story
abeve and beyend the reasens for not publishigg 1t ziven te him by Mr.



. Colhy. . :

' Jt One thing that was interesting, theuzh, in seme inatanees
Celby apparently asked people Xk net to publish the story whe hadn't
heard the full detalls of the stcory. Why that?

H: What's even mere enraging is that he, you knew, I have knewn abeu
some detells of this XNNXK operatien for a leng time., I really didn't
begin workling en it until about 6 or 8 weeks age, and I got, I weuld
get enraged to find sut he was briefing people on semething I had been
digging eut. Ua was just giving them briefings. And en ene of thenm,
net this ene, and others. He would drive around and visit thelr efflces
and I know at least ane Senater whe was furious abeut 1t...uhe..t® be
‘honest it's Senator Symingten, was quite angry abeut the idea, yeu knew
newspaper nen aren’t exaotly neterieus natlenal seeurity keepers of -
seerets, you knew, we tallk, . :

J1 (laughs) right.

H: So I thought what he did was ceunterproductive and frankly
almest -allEDs ilmmature.

B3 If Jack Andersen had net gene en the radle the other night and
released this stery heow leng de you think this sWery weuld have been
kept seerst?

H: Uh.e.I think it was en, everyboedy in town was hearing it. There
was a fellew named Charles Morgan of the ACLU here in Washingten whe was
making it his number ene ebjestive te get the stery published and he =aald.
that if the American press would let the CIA tell it what te do, he sald
he was gonna do whatever he could, even publish it in the ACLU Journal,

Se I den't think it would have s8ayed seeret very leng. Tooc many peeple
knew abeut it. It was a ridiculeus idea once the Los Anghlez Timea breke
the story and told enough ef the facts so that the Russians certalnly
knew. I think thsm what you de 1s you throw in the towel, you den't

go trylng to put it back in the jar.

J# Can I ask for a secend what the CIA sheuld be doing in ysur view?
You talked earlier abeut what you theurht might replace it. You wrote
extenslively on the story abeut spylnx en Americans, new we have this one,
We've had Chlle ad infinitum. What sheuld the CIA be deing, in your view?

H:  Well I think right now it sheuld be spendinz a lot more time
eooperating with Congressienal cemmittess and the White House in their
various investizatiens and shouldn't be in ?ZQsition, as Mr. Celby was
a menth ago, of having to tell Cengress they'vs destreyed files when they'v:
assured ethers they haven't, me included wh=a-'I wrote my first story. Se
I think the CIA has a terrifioc role in analyzing and providing assessnents
of intelligense informatien, loeking at the sattelite data, previding a
eounterpoint t> the military eopiniens on intalligence. We certailnly need
an objestive--a nen-mlllitary, let's put it, orilented intslligence community
and the CIA eertainly does a geod Jjeob on that. But 1t's really a '
sahigephrenies thing. On ene side it's the intelligence side; on the
ether side it's the eperational side, and I frankly think if the CIA in
1970 or 71 had zene to a committes that wasnt't eonpaged of patsles liks
~mest of the watehdog cemmlttess are-~-there's ne sther werd for them--
and laid out thils whels operatien, I think somebody would have leoked at
the cest benefit and sald what the hell are you gonna get out of a deisel
eugine. You know, I was eenvinsed 1t was nuclsar mpowsred.

‘ . B3 That's a peint that you ralsed, Senator Chursh said yesterday
the CIA sheuld be held te a cest-¥NXXK benefit ratie, whieh I think ia
translated into more eellequial terma, more bang for ths buck. Can
intslligenes be held tegether that way? Can yeu really leok at intelligens
on a cost-benefit ratie? o ‘

H: Well what do youe-what ars you genna find en a submarine that
was bullt in *58 that may have been medified. What are they genna have
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fer you. IYou knew the sede Booke..uh..maybe not. Look, that's ene of
the great debates, and as a jeurnalish and semebedy who's basiely
very antagenlstic these days te the intelligence gathering epsration en
the basis of first hand experiense with nething but lies, really, and
distruths--not from Celby; I think Celbf's been quite honerable, and the
people around him right now, But frem the predeeessors and othars there
that Bunch of guys I think we simply have te put to = higher standsrd.
We have to put the intelligance community to Rhe szame standard we weuld
to a group wanting to put mere food stamps out. :

J: Qy, thank you very much for ceming. Nice having yeu.



