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Mr, Les Wnitten
¢/e Jack Anderson
1612 K St., NW
Washington, D.C.

Dear Les,
In haste and in outrage I write to protest the wherehouse

Journalism in the today's column you co-bylined, particularly thoge
words someone at the WxPost had the decency and Journalistic ethies

to eliminates
L believe is wvhy Robert Kennedy, tormented by
grief, wen to semi-seclusion after his brother's assassination,
8r_the “ay of Pigs fiasso, President Kennedy t fobert

gasrge of the CIA ith instructions to shake it up. It 1s uniike
that the final (sic) attempts upon “astre could have been vi thhat
Robert's knowledge,

n & e agued by the terrible thought that the

CIA plot (sic), which he ~E‘§ t leas v 1ed, : Int
4 3 Beg ; : apon 3 W D B aurde ave

' 8 other thoroughly unprofessional content in this
column but for my immediate purposes 1 ignore it to foeus on this
and on vhat I've underscored not all of which needs explanation
even to an apprentice cub, il is the most reprehensible kind of
abuse of B pournalistic power and the most obscene snd irresponsible
kind of writing,

When I consider that a mutual friend has told me of your
previous CHA employment, there is also, whether or not Justified, the
obvious suggest of conriiet of interes% because some of this quoted
writing would préfane an over-used and under~cleaned barnyard.

sources?" What a reportorial gadget! Who, Fiorint

Yack told Jim Lesar was the originil source? (This crap also is
ngetition of earlier columns although not so ldentified, )Les
tten telling Jack Anderson? Anderson telling Whitto.s

Bobby went into semi-seclusion? With all that T exposure?

Having his brother gunned dogn vas not enough for genuine grief?

"After the Bay of Pigg....” ihigs refers to almost all JFK's ad=
ministration. “e had been President hen three months before that
erisis created for him by your former assoec ates., bBu e was killed

L@ _than two snd s half vears later) Delayed passien? Yelayed vengeance
hose whose hate never subsided?

Can expepienced men 1ike you snd Yack res believe thisg?

"eooput Hobert in charge of the CIA.... S92 ‘resident could do this.

Now assassinations sre not unknown in any spookery. 4in ours it is
my understending that there 18 & reguler chennel. it does not end with
any one man, not an Attorney “eneral or any other, Assuming there had
to be formai approval, Surely you kmew enough self-starters to know it
dld n?t have thls requirement, 4f not, read 4llen “ulles in my Whitewash IV

. (pp61), the book whose contents were, like all the earlier ones, not

worth the consideration of your readers,

Yéu give ne sourfe for "It is unlikely that the final attempts
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upon Castro could zhe have been without Hovert's knowledge."

(You sugrest prior knowledge but with the imprecision that
typifies this idecent propaganda do not say.)

No source. For bullshit there is but one source.

Not true,.either. The least likely thing is that he'd have
been involved. Or taking you slﬁnt allowed himself té be.

Assume fof @ moment thet obéy had some awareness of or even
involvement in any or all (end you fail to report all) attempts known
to have been made against Castro. What possible basis is there for
telling the people that it is reaction %o the Bay of Pigs - to the
exclusions of all else = that caused the JFK assassination?

iTo say mothing of what is lmown of Castro's attitude of that
time toward JFE, which in itslef mskes even cheaper and more slickening
propaganda of your colummn.,)

But can enyone past & kindergarten beléeve that ifx all this
fabrication were true or even possible that “agsro would have used a
man utterly inexperienced in shooting, a men who had to be nudged
into hia;mum qualification In tre Marines, a man officisl described
bp the “ommandent of tte Marine Cerps as a "rather poor shot," a men of
whom there is po record of the shoot of » rifle for yearp, as his
assassin with the whole worid of professionals Irom whom tochose?

You say, "...Kennedy was gunned down bYeesOswald, a fanatlc who-«
had been active in the pre-rastro movementeeve™

I challenge you to pé%vo any and every pert of this statement.
S8ther themthe spelling of Usweld's name. -

Hell, Les, even the Warren “ommlssion didn't say this! Or Hoover.

So, I nave to ask myself, at a time when the CIA 1s under attack
end on political assassinations, why you have to have # column of
undiluted bullshit, thst so deperts from Journalistic norms, and 1s so
inherently 1ncredifle.

Bobby killed his own brother, did he?

This is what you §a§.
Now I'd e you to question my use of "obscene."

;his is a shameful business.
ou have done a completely wretched thing.

Who is -in-your debt for 1%? Whe benefits? o

Tiose who d1d kil1\JFK and with that turned the country around.

And those authoritdrien-minded in the CIA who heve raped the
gonstitutudéA and any rational concept of freedom and of 1laws and the
observance of law, :

1 can better understand and more easily tolerate all the corruption
I nave found in officialdom for the past decade than 1 can this depgig
this total;abdication of the responsibilities and indeed duties in
society that calls itself feee.

Shame, man, shamel

Harold Welsberg

vity,
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WASHINGTON — Press accounts
have identified Cuba’s Fidel Castro as
the target of an unsuccessful CIA
assassination plot. The headlines
couldn’t have come at a worse time for
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger. He
is in the thick of ‘“most delicate
negotiations,” according to our White
House sources, to restore some kind of
diplomatic . relationship with Cuba.
Actually, we reported as far back as Jan.
18, 1971, that the CIA had arranged six
assassination attempts against Castroin

- the early 1960s. Now that the story has

been revived, it might be useful to
recount the details. .
The plot began as part of the

discredited Bay of Pigs operation. The

strategy was to eliminate the Cuban

leader before the CIA invasion force

landed on the island. Without the
charismatic Castro, it was thought, the
defenders would become demoralized
and disorganized. .

To carry out the assassination, the CIA
selected an underworid figure who could
be disowned. He was hawk-faced John
Roselli, identified in confidential FBI
files as “a top Mafia figure” who
watched over “the concealed interests in

Las. Vegas casinos of the Chicago-.

underworld.” ,

Rogelli’s CIA contacts were William

" Harvey' and James O’Connell, who

accompanied him on hush-hush trips to
Miami to line up the assassination

teams. No one else was told, however, of

the CIA’s role in the murder mission.
Roselli represented himself as an oil
man seeking revenge against Castro for
his seizure of oil holdings. The
assassination weapons were also
carefully selected from [oreign makes,

mostly Belgian, to-prevent any link to.

the United States. )
Each attempt to kill Castro was

meticulously. planned, like an episode

from the TV drama, *“‘Mission:

“Impossible!”. For the first try, the CIA

furnished Roselli with special poison
capsules toslip into Castro’s food.

The poison was supposed to take three

days to act. By the time Castro died, his
system would throw oft all traces of the
poison, so he would appear to be the
victim of a natural if mysterious
ailment.

" Roselli arranged with a Cuban, related

to one of Castro’s chefs, to plant the
deadly pellets in the dictator’s food. On
March 13, 1961, Roselli delivered the
capsules to his contact at Miami Beach’s
glamorous Fountainebleau Hotel.

 .A couple weeks later, just about the

with LES WHITTEN

right time for the plot to have been
carried out, a report out of Havana said
Castro was ill. But he recovered in time
to rout the Bay of Pigs invasion on April
17, 1961.

Although both the murder plot and the
invasion failed, the CIA continued trying
to get rid of Castro. The Cuban who had
sneaked the poison into Havana was
never seen again. Therefore, the CIA,
unsure whether the plotters had failed or
the poison hadn’t been strong enough,

decided to try again with a more

powerful dose.

Roselli arranged for triple-strength
capsules to be slipped into Castro’s food
several weeks after the Bay of Pigs. But
once again, the plot. failed ‘and the
conspirators disappeared.

Four more attempts were made on
Castro’s life, thereafter using

assassination téams -equipped with

highpowered rifles, explosives and
two-way radios. Roselli personally made
midnight powerboat dashes to deliver
the teams at secret landing spots on the
Cuban coast. Once Roselli’s boat was
shot. out from under him, but the
occupants were quickly fished out of the
murky water by companions in .an
accompanying boat. S ;
The assassination teams never got a
shot at Castro, although the CIA learned

motion forces that brought about his own

‘brother’s murder? The last surviving
brother, Sen. Ted Kennedy, D.-Mass.,
told us his brothers had never spoken to
him about any assassination attempts
against Castro.

Footnote: Sources familiar with the
secret review of the CIA’s activities have
now acknowledged that Castro, as we
reported four years ago, was marked for
.assassination by the CIA. A CIA

* spokesman refused to comment.

that the last group reached a rooftop
within range. This occurred around the

last of February or first of March 1963.
Nine months later, President Kennedy
was gunned down in Dallas by Lee
Harvey Oswald, a fanatic who had been
active in the pro-Castro movement and
had paid a mysterious call upon the
Cuban embassy in Mexico City a few
weeks before the dreadful day in Dallas.
Sources familiar with the CIA
conspiracy can’t shake a nagging
suspicion — unsupported by the Warren
_Commission’s findings — that Castro
may have become aware of the U.S. plot
-upon his life and, therefore, may have
recruited Oswald to retaliate against

President Kennedy. -~ R

Some sources believe this is why
fRobert Keanedy, -tormented by grief, -

iwent into semi-seclusion after -his

{ brother’s assassination. After the Bay of
.Pigs fiasco, President Kennedy had put
Robert in charge of the CIA with
instructions to shake it up. It is unlikely
that the final attempts upoa Castro could
have been made without Robert’s
knowiedge. ‘ R

Could he have been plagued by the |

terrible thought that the CIA plot, which
" he must at least have condoned, put into
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target of an unsuccessful CIA
assassindtion plot. .
_ The headlines couldn’t have
come at a worse time for Secre-
taryof State Henry A. Kissinger.
He is in the thick of “most.deli-
cate negotiations,” according to
our White House sources, to re-|-
store some kind of diplomatic
relationship with Cuba.
Actually, we reported as far
back as Jan. 18, 1971, that the
CIA had arranged six ;’assassina-
tion attempts against. Castro in
the early 1960s. Now that the
story has been revived, it might
be useful to recount the details.
The plot began as. part of the
discredited Bay of Pigs opera-
tion. The strategy was to elimi-
nate the Cuban leader Jbefore
the CIA mvasxon force landed
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the defenders ‘would become
demoralized and disorganized, .
To carry out the assassmahon.
the CIA selected an underworld

figure who could be disowned.
He was hawk-faced John Ro-}

selli, identified in confidential

FBI filesas “a top Mafia figure”
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_|cealed- interests in' Las Vegas

casinos of the Chicago under-
world.”

Roselli's CIA .contacts were
William. Harvey and J
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him ush hush trips to Miami
to line. up the .assassination
teams, No one else was told,
however, of the CIA’s role in the
murder mission.. - . -

.- Roselli represented hxmself
as, an cilman seeking revenge
against Castrg for his seizure of
oil holdings. The assassination
weapons were also carefully se-
lected from foreign - makes,
‘mostly Belgian, to prevent any
linktothe United States. - .- :

Each attempt to kill: Castro
was meticulously planned, like
an episode from the TV drama
“Mission Impossible.” For the
first try, the CIA furnished Ro-
selli with special poison- cap-
sules to'slip into Castro’sfood.

The poison was supposed to
take three days to act. By the
time Castro died,.his system
would throw off all traces of the
poison, so he would appear to

 be the victim of a natural if mys-

terious ailment.
Roselli arranged with a Cu-
ban, related to one of Castro's

chefs, to plant the deadly pel-
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lets in the dlctator's food On
March 13, 1961, Roselli dehv-
ered the capsules to his contact
at Miami ~Beach’s Fontaine-
bleau Hotel.

"A couple “of weeks later, just
about the right time for the plot
to have been carried out, a re-
port out of‘Havana said Castro
was ill. But he recovered in time
to rout the Bay of ngs mvasxon
on April17,1961.:

Although “ both the murder
plot and the invasion failed, the
CIA continuéd trying to get rid
of Castro. The: Cuban who had
sneaked the poison into Havana
was_never seen again. There-
fore, the CIA, unsure whether
the’ plotters had: failed or the
poison ~hadn’t: been -strong
enough, decided ‘to try again
with a more powerful dose.

_Roselli- arranged- for" triple-
strength capsules to be slipped
into Castro’s food several weeks
after the Bay of Pigs. But once
again, the plot failed and.the
conspirators disappeared.

Four more attempts were
made on Castro’s life, théreafter
using. assassination teams
equipped with high-powered
rifles, explosives and. two-way
radios. Roselli personally made
midnight. powerboat dashes to

deliverthe teams at secret land-
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mg spots on'the Cuban coast. .

The - assassination - teams
never got a shot at Castro, al-
though the CIA learned that the
1last group reached a “rooftod
within range: This occurred
around the last of February or
first of March, 1963.

Nine months later, President
Kennedy was .gunned down in
Dallas by Lee Harvey Oswald,
a fanatic who had been active in
the pro-Castro movement and™
had paida mystenous call upon
the Cuban Embassy in -Mexico
Cxty a few weeks before the
dreadful day in Dallas. _

Sources familiar with the CIA
'conspiracy can't shake. a nag-
ging suspicion—unsupported by’
the Warren Commission’s find-
ings—that Castro may have be-
come aware. of the U.S. plot
upon his life and; therefore,
may have recruited:Oswald to
retaliate agamst Presxdent Ken-
nedy i ‘
: Footnote Sources famlhar
with the secret review. of the
CIA's activities have now ac-
knowledged that Castro, as we
reported four years ago, was
marked for assassination by the
CIA. A CIA spokesman refused
to comment. A
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