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Memo llnises Possibflity ot Crhninal Cl;arlges

(A1l Trled to CoverUp Mail Sus

By Romud eesler
Washington M Statf Writer

y Central Intelligence :

Agency dfficiala. (ovet the':
years have been aware ‘that|
practice _of |

the ‘agency's
, opening mail violated crimi-
nal laws but took ;teps to

cover up the practice so that’
it copld cantinue. the Presi--

‘dent’s: CTA on re-
port raleased yestardxy' s
.uhnws:

. In a memo randum cited
by the Rockefeller commis- ',
sion teport, the CIA’s then- .

deputy chief of counterintel-

ligence wrote in ‘1962 that @

diaelnam of ‘the mail-open:

ing program would “give

rise to grave charges of
eriminal misuse of the ma.i;_
by government agencles.”

“Unless the charge of crimi-
nal conduct) is supported by
the presentation of interior

items from the project, it

1 should be relatively easy to |
'huah . up the enttre

Desp.ite the possibﬂity of
criminal prosecution, a deci-
sion had been made that the
“effort was worth the risk"

the report quotes the mema ;
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As in othep. references.

e s

. nal offense,

panded to indutlz
However, the memo sald,'

‘the report says, the CIA exam. | Wain, ma
X o ‘m_gge, _kn_uwn to fthree Post:
‘ined the outside of 2.3 million’ ) At the maikaprojecti was: ap- |
i Mﬂm Dﬂ%mm :ln‘i

" .pleces, and.opened and apa-’
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‘5 *thraughmat. the ‘Rnckefeller. uwas stored in-a- compnter wlth

‘report, the individual who _nearly 2 million entrlas,\ the
iwarote the  memo -was not report said. .

IO
: The targets ‘of the mail sur!,
T CLA Di.vectob W’il]iam E.

Colby admitted last January vei.ﬂanﬁes 533

U:intl?t States and tw'; Com- !+

m ecuntries. ur i ;

"years, ending in 1973. - 3, i5ity office over a 34'?%!
Detal.‘uing Eha scope ot tha-

project and-the level of au- 11188

thority under: which it oper- ' |55

::!eg, the R.m-.kei’elle:t:;ua report,r,r

: wumufpenh?g ; “1’93016 "leﬂm'a‘:-‘f‘,sfﬂe of envelopes. Mail

“the Soviet are legal if
Union. Opening mail jwith~ m
‘outa court ordet,in a crimin e A7

" The opera
% ' VAltho n:gh most of these sur-
veﬂlnnces were, aimed " at CTA

from the FarEast.‘tﬂe repo , some ~were ‘di-

s Euchhfrm thmre& e T / “":omx ' nationals or
e o try: " ati
_mvolved_ ] I:‘Es; T m 7| persens unconnected with the

/'In the last year of the pro: Cld, the report says. i

e existence of the CIA’s,
‘gram’s operation in New York, : ﬁamh % operation mis

‘pieces of mail-to and from the s
Soviet Uhion, . photographed :10IT g el
- th tsid 000 of these. -

S uice. of AN 9f Ahese gree of their knowledge !s

lyzed the: contents of 8700

changing and ‘totaled 600 at Dulles ha
fthntfheCI:A.hadnpenedtheandgo‘fnlm 0, 2
‘1nail between ejtizens of the 3, : {

cdm
carried out in a se-
, limited mariner. ..TM idnm
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Dxrector Richur& Helma,r
then chief of operations in|

Hi 1V.l:e Plans: Di.ree!;orate, wrote
"4ina 1961 memo that he and
aonstanﬂymm "CIA Director (Allen

d briefed then
er. Genaral J. Ed:
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S But mony
‘hu'aa}d Dul]éé' ]

tua‘t‘héna "§ '@%
secret”’ to
Day never ‘fe ’c‘“ﬂ"‘

was 'because‘he.’ res?oudedu

he did not! want’*to' Know"

about ity t.pﬁ.!!f Il u_m R
The CIA found itself in a

" dilemma - when' William J.

Cétter,. ai former: CIA - em- |
ployee wij,hukmﬂledge. of |

11,1969,
Alt.hough Cotter first said

oy aicdammdiet oy

in cﬁsputp the repo-l:t jndf‘ he would ignore the pmlecf,

pleces of mail. - [ cates. o ‘.hekterhadﬂdiseonﬂnued,
Information ﬁ'om the mail. - For axample fm:mer CIA the‘!eport says. | J
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