U.S. Citizens
Spied On by
CIA Abroad

nhl

By Warren Brown'
Washington Post Stafl Writer

Some Americans living overseas have been targefs
of U.S.-approved break-ins and electronic surveillance,
Central Intelligence Agency Director George Bush.
said in a sworn statement made public yesterday.

Bush’s disclosure is believed to be the first official
acknowledgment of U.S. spying on Americans abroad

Hig statement was con-
tained in a two-part davit
taken July 1 at CIA head-
quarters in Langley, Va. It
wag filed yesterday in U.S.
District Court in New York
City in connection with a
suit seeking $37 million in
damages filed by the Social-
ist Workers Party against

- the CIA, the FBI and other
federal agencies.

In the suit, the party
charges that in its pursuit
of legitimate political activi-
ties it has been the target
of illegal harassment by the
federal .government. It also
is seeking a court order
against government surveil-
lance of the party.

Bush’s sworn statement,
given in response to- gues-
tions from lawyers handling
the party's suit, said:

“The files of the CIA do
contain information indicat-
ing that certain of the indi-
vidual plaintiffs . . . were
overheard by means of elec-
tronic surveillance conduct-
ed abroad; and that certain
other information, apart
from the conversations that
were overheard, was ac-
quired as a result of several
surreptitious entries that
were made into premises
abroad . . . which certain of
the named plalutlﬂ's had reg-
ular access [to] or [in which
they] may have had a pro-
prietary interest.”

It was not gclear from
Bush's statement whether
CIA agents themselves con-
ducted the break-ins and
eavesdropping. - Nor was it
clear whether the govern-
ment has discontinued  its

surveillance of Americans
living abroad.

Bush said in the stabement
that the CIA files contained

no information “indicating .

that the SWP . . . [or] any
of the individual plaintifis
. . have been the subject
of electronic surveillance
conducted by the CIA in the
United States.”
The CIA refused to com-
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ment yesterday on any as-
pect of the affidavit,
“I am not able, under any

circumstances, to add to or
subtract from an affidavit
that is before the court . . .
And I'm obviously not going
to comment on any affidavit
by the director of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency,”
said Andrew Falkiewicz, an
agency spokesman.

Specifics on the govern-
ment’s spying on Americans
overseas were contained in
a Separate “top secret”
sworn statement Bush gave
to Assistant U.S, Attorney
William 'S. Brandt in New
York.

The CIA director said in
a legal memorandum defend-
ing his separate statement
that secrecy was needed to
“protect ' the sources and
methods of the CIA . . . be-
cause one of the CIA's prin-
cipal purposes is to gather
intelligence information.” .
. He added: "Dis¢losure of
covert npemtwns would un-
dermine the 'very operation
which is assertedly taken in
the national interest. Disclo-
sure may - endanger ~future
relations [with foreign coun-

tries] as well as expose the ~

particlpant.s to  personal
risks."
Bush's contentions were

attacked by Cathy Perkins,
an official of the New York-
based Political Rights De-
fense Fund, which is finane-
ing the Socialist Workers
Party suit.

“The CIA doesn't have the
right to burglarize Ameri-
cans overseas. . .We believe

that Americans don’t give"

up their rights when they
c.ross the borders of the
U.S.” she said.

Though Bush's public atfi-
davit contained no specifics,

CIA files released last Janu- |

ary shiowed that the agency
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kept track of virtually all

~ the overseas movements of
.party leader Peter Camejo
from about 1871 to 1974.

The files were released to
Camejo under the Freedom
of Information Aect, which
gives citizens the right of ac-
cess—with certain exemp-
tions—to guvernment docu-
ments, =

Camejo is the party's 1876
presidential candidate. The
CIA said in the heavily cen-
sored files he received that
the agency monitored his
overseas meeting with other
Socialist leaders and circu-
lated information about his

* activities to one of its over-

seas stations. i

A Socialist Workers P‘arty
spokesman said yesterday
that since the 1960s, and

continuing today, party offi- |

cials “have traveled abroad

-'and rented apartments, in-

cluding in' France and Bel-
glum.” -
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