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Senate Probe

Staff Report
Cites CHAOS

By George Landner Jr,

‘Washington Post Btalt Wrlter A

Senate investigators said '
yesterday that .the Cenui-él
Intelligence = Agency's do-
mestic spy work represented
“a step toward the dangers
of a domestic secret police,”
but they shied away !rom

calling it illegal.
The mildly worded report

contrasted with the ﬂndings \,
of the Rotkefeller Commis- |
sion, which last year labeled
some of the C.LA.'s domestic
activities unlawful. 2
Deallng primarily -with
the . CIA's Operation
CHAOS, the Senate intelli-
gence committee staff study
said that the CIA amassed’
files on thousands of Ameri-
cans under preasures from
Presidents Johnson and
Nixon to check out their sus-

" picions of “foreign influence

upon American dissent."™

The 51-page study, written
primarily by staff lawyer
Burton Wides, was the first
devoted to the CIA out of a
serles of staff reports that
the committee began mak- -
ing public more than a week
go as the Senate began de-
bating creation of a perma-
nent new oversight commit-
tee. .

The study, which glossed
over a number of the details
brought to light by the
Rockefeller Commission,
pointed out that Operation
CHAOS was the centerpiece
of a major CIA effort begun
in 1967 to gather and evalu-
ate “all available informa- ‘
tion about forging links to -
racial, antiwar and . other
protest activity in the
United States.”

Before it ended in- 1974,
the project compiled a com-

puter system -
“Hudra,”  including™" the
names  of some:

300,000

American individuals 'and

5Mauons and aeparate

“¥persanality” files on some

e Phiges CLA repeut re-
"portédthat It Gould

international consp_l:gcy_he-
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hind the protests or tne jate
1960s-and early 1970s, the re-
port said, One 1968 study,

entitled “Student Dissent,” |

concluded:

4#Except on the issue of

56 elective Service, the stu-

seommunity- appears

. stpport the ad-
Jnore. L L0

=rTie” CIA™ evidently “v&

mgan!ed the spying as a viola-
U tion ‘of the -agency's, 1847
“charter, ‘provision - p‘rohiblt-

*“ing it from’ ‘exercising any

“police, subpoena, law en-
forcement or internal secus
rif.ytunctions ST o
.. In a 1060 Ietter trlnnmib
‘ting another study on st
dent “dissidence ‘White

House national sacmrfty ads

viser Henry Kissinger, then-
CIA Director Richard Helms
cautioned: /!
+ “This Is an area nof
*withi.u the charter of thig
fngem:y,ﬂso I need not 'em-
. Phasize how extremely sen-
! Sitive thls makes the paper;
Should anyone learn of its
| existence, it: would prove

tmnst -embarrasing - for all
. concerned.” : -

The Rockefeller Commis-

sion sald last June that
“some domestle activities of
Operation CHAOS unlaw-
fully exceeded the CIA's
statutory authority” and sin-
gled out such items as exces-
sive/ collection of domestic
data and the ‘use of agents
to collect Information within
the -United - States “on

E Mtﬂr&omema matters.”

,,M{:ch Mmore” guarded in its
conclusions, «the Senate
study. said only'that. CHAOS "

.-activities came “close to pro-+

 Hififted ¥ Internal, * security..
functions , . .s:‘ta?tha ‘extent «
tHat iu!ﬁl'matton rglated to.
,dnmnsﬁs-:cﬂvltv“
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