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Senate Probe

Staff Repor

Cites CHAOS

By George Landner Jr,

‘Washington Pot Btaff Writer ' ‘\
contrasted with f.he findinss

Senate investigators said '
yesterday that -the Cenul'dl
Intelligence . Agency's do-
mestic spy work represented
“a step toward the dangers
of a domestic secret police,”
but they shied away, from
calling it illegal.

of the Rotkefeller Commis- .
sion, which last year labeled -

some of the C.I.A.'s domestic
activities unlawful.

Dealing primarily ‘with

the . -CIA’s Operation

The mildly worded report T CHAOS,,the ‘Senate intelli-

gence committee staff study
said that the CIA amassed
files on thousands of Ameri-
cans under pressures from
Presidents = Johnson and
Nixon to check out their sus-

" picions of “foreign iqﬂuenca

upon American dissent.”
The 51-page study, written

primarily by staff .lawyer

Burton Wides, was the first

devoted to the CIA out of a

series of staff reports that

the committee began mak- -

ing public more than a week

go as the Senate began de-

bating creation of a perma-
nent new oversight commit-
tee..

The study, which glossed
over a number of the details

brought to light by the .

Rockefeller Commission,
pointed out that Operation

CHAOS was the centerpiece

of a major CIA effort begun
in 1967 to gather and evalu-
ate “all available informa-

tion about forging links to -
! ‘racial, antiwar and  other

protest activity in the
United States.”

Before it ended in- 1974,
‘the pruject compiled acom-

puter - called
“Hudra)” * incl'udlng “7 the
names of - some; ' 300,000

American individuals 'and
o&gmlnt!ons and aeparate

ty" files on some
'fm L

por{"ﬂhat 'ft eould find ﬁo
mtemntional‘ ct_:nsp_h:u;'y_!:‘e-
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domesﬁmncﬁvity. :

hind the protests ot tne jate
1960s and early 1970s, the re- |
port said. One 1988 study,
entitled “Student Dissent,”
concluded:

YExcept on the issue of
Selectt e Service, the stu-

y unity.  appears -

hmormhudv

fﬂ!ﬁﬂ?’"‘?‘e‘-‘"
.-garded the spying as'a viola:
Jtion ‘of the -mgency's 1947 °
charter, ‘provision prohihit-
ing it from’ exercising any
“police, subpoena, law en-
forcement or interna.l “cu.,
rity functions.™ . 10
qu a 12?]9 letter. trnnsm{t. B
‘Ung “another study ‘on stu-
dent dis&idsu:: to 'White
House national security ad.
viser Henry Kissinger, then-
CIA Director Rteha.rd Helms
cautioned: '
- “This is an area not '~
dwithin the charter of . thig.
-agency,.so I need not'em-

Inhasize how extremely sen- |

sitive this makes the paper.

| Should anyone learn of its

existence, it: would prove

' most embarrasing for all
. concerned.” :

The Rockefeller Commls-
sion sald last June that
“some domestic activities of
Operation CHAOS unlaw-
fully exceeded the CIA’s
statutory authority” and sin-
gled 'out such items as exces-
sive’ collection of domestic
data and the ‘use of agents
to_collect information within
the “United . States ‘“on
atﬁhtl:,‘ Hnmestie matters.”

_Mtich thore guarded in its

comciuslo&m.;wfha -Senate

o) t.CHAOS

viﬁ 8 came ! “close to pro--
mnetion:

. internal, ~ gecurity." |
tﬁxtmai-mauuh“:mted to..

. ~to'the extent = |
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