
W
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 R
aspberry 	

if 
(461

  

So the C
IA

 T
utors W

hat's the B
ig D

eal? 
T

h
o
se read

ers w
h
o
 accu

se m
e o

f 
„being m

ore naive than a person of m
y 

age and upbringing should be w
on't be 

• surprised w
hen I confess that I don't 

understand the flap over the C
IA

 tutors 
at B

allou H
igh School. 

T
o put m

y naivete into perspective, I 
w

ill say that I am
 not a fan of the C

en-
tral Intelligence A

gency, prim
arily be-

. cau
se its lack

 o
f effectiv

e o
v

ersig
h

t 
m

akes it too close to being a govern-
, m

en
t u

n
to

 itself. I b
eliev

e, w
ith

o
u
t 

hard evidence to support m
e, that the 

agency, w
hose charter does not include 

dom
estic espionage, has done a lot of it, 

and for political rather than national 
security reasons. T

o repeat, I'm
 not a 

C
IA

 fan. 
I also believe that It w

as a big m
is-

tak
e, in

 lig
h

t o
f th

e w
id

esp
read

 m
is-

trust of the C
IA

, for B
allou's principal, 

R
euben P

ierce, to enter into the tuto-
rial arrangem

ent w
ith C

IA
 specialists 

w
ithout m

aking the com
m

unity—
and 

. m
ost especially his faculty—

party to 
the agreem

ent. 
H

aving said all that, I still m
ust say I 

d
o
n
't u

n
d
erstan

d
 th

e flap
. T

h
e p

ro
-

gram
, as I understand it, involved 10 

C
IA

 specialists helping a num
ber of 

B
allou m

ath and science m
ajors learn  

com
puter technology, photogram

m
etry 

{the use of photographs to m
easure geo-

graphical distances) and photo science 
(techniques for identifying objects in 
photographs that norm

ally w
ould not 

be visible). 
I don't know

 how
 m

any pragm
atic 

applications there m
ight be for the lat-

ter tw
o specialties, outside the intelli-

gence business, but I don't see the sinis-
ter im

plications that are being alleged. 
"B

allou has the D
istrict's best science 

and m
ath students com

ing here for the 
com

puter program
s, and w

e're feeding 
them

 to the C
IA

," said M
arilyn L

erch, 
the E

nglish 
teacher w

ho, apparently, 
w

as the m
ajor organizer of the protest 

ag
ain

st th
e ag

en
cy

's p
resen

ce at th
e 

S
o

u
th

east sch
o

o
l. "W

e feel th
at th

e 
risks involved ... outw

eigh any positive 
effects." 

T
he risks she cited include invasion 

of the privacy of students and faculty 
at B

allou and the possibility of covert 
recruitm

ent. 
W

illiam
 S

im
o

n
s, p

resid
en

t o
f th

e 
W

ashington T
eachers U

nion, echoed 
the recruitm

ent suspicions. . 
"W

e can't say w
e know

 exactly w
hy 

they're here," he said, "but w
e do know

 
th

at th
e em

erg
in

g
 p

art o
f th

e w
o

rld
  

that is attracting so m
uch attention is 

black. It doesn't take m
uch im

agination 
to figure out w

hy they're here." 
H

ere's w
here m

y naiveté com
es in. 

Suppose, to put the w
orst face on it, the 

C
IA

 specialists are In fact spies. W
hat is 

going on at B
allou that w

ould be of in-
terest to an agency concerned w

ith for-
eign, or even dom

estic, espionage? 
S

urely they aren't interested in the 
possibility of high school narcotics traf-
fic. S

tudent radicalism
? H

ardly at B
al-

lou. 
In fact, I find it difficult to com

e up 
w

ith any answ
er that is m

ore persua-
sive than the C

IA
's ow

n explanation 
that it is an exercise in im

age-im
prove-

m
ent. P

resum
ably success in that re-

gard w
ould enhance the agency's abil-

ity
 to

 recru
it m

in
o

rities fo
r C

IA
 ca-

reers. B
u
t w

h
at is so

 sin
ister ab

o
u
t 

that? 
If there w

ere agents in the building 
on a full-tim

e basis, and if they had the 
run of the place, and if their tim

e at 
B

allou w
ere not fully accounted for, I'd 

have som
e serious m

isgivings. B
ut ab-

sent even the slightest im
plication of 

any espionage activity at B
allou, I have 

trouble understanding the flap. 

It has long been m
y feeling that the 

presence of the federal governm
ent 

here represents a largely untapped re-
source for our local schools. T

rue, there 
have been governm

ent scientists w
ho

,  
have volunteered their spare tim

e to 
tutor local students, but nothing m

uch 
has happened on a large, official scale. 

I'd like to see governm
ent specialists 

regularly involved in high school tutor-
ing here. B

ecause of m
y ow

n prejudices 
against the C

IA
—

and m
ost particularly 

because of m
y outrage over the agen-

cy's involvem
ent in m

onitoring dom
es-

tic political protest-1'd prefer to see 
the tutors com

e from
 H

U
D

, H
E

W
 or 

A
griculture. 
B

ut If the C
IA

 w
ants to im

prove its 
im

age, and if W
ashington students get 

a chance at som
e solid, professional in-

struction as a result, I don't see w
hy w

e 
shouldn't leap at the opportunity. E

ven 
if there is som

e indirect recruitm
ent 

g
o
in

g
 o

n
, w

h
at's w

ro
n
g
 w

ith
 th

at? 
A

fter all, the decision to seek em
ploy-

m
ent at the C

IA
, like the decision to 

take advantage of the tutorial program
, 

is entirely voluntary. 
W

h
at is it th

at I'm
 o

v
erlo

o
k
in

g
? 

W
hat's the deal? W

hat is this flap really 
about? 


