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C
IA

 E
laborate 

B
y T

im
othy S

. Ito A
nson 	

•- •'''F
lelm

s, cat lunch w
ith a 'm

an kntiw
n 

W
ashinticm

 P
c.t. S

taff W
rilorr 	

in the project under the code nam
e of 

	

F
o
u
l. C

en
tral In

tellig
en

ce A
g
en

cy
 	

"B
randy." B

randy w
as nationally syn- 

operatives m
oved secretly to tables in (H

eated colum
nist Jack A

nderson, w
ho 

th
e ex

p
en

siv
e M

o
n

tp
elier R

o
o

m
 o

f th
e w

as b
ein

g
 sp

ied
 o

n
 b

y
 th

e C
IA

 in
 a 

M
ad

iso
n
 H

o
tel h

ere ab
o
u
t n

o
o
n
 o

n
 th

ree-m
o
n
th

, u
n
su

ccessfu
l ag

en
cy

 at- 

	

M
arch 17, 1972, as part of 

w
h

at th
e 	

tem
pt to determ

ine the sources of his 

	

C
IA

 then described as an "extrem
ely 	

new
s stories. 

	

sen
sitiv

e" o
p
eratio

n
 called

. "P
ro

ject 	
A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 th

e h
ig

h
ly

 classified
 

M
udhen." 	

rep
o

rt th
e ag

en
ts filed

 o
n

 th
e lu

n
ch

: 

	

T
h

d
 ag

en
ts w

ere th
ere to

 w
atch

 	
"... (T

)h
ey

 lu
n

ch
ed

 an
d

 en
g

ag
ed

 in
 a 

b
o

ss, C
IA

 d
irecto

r R
ich

ard
 rath

er an
im

ated
 co

n
v

ersatio
n

...B
ran

d
y

,  

and th6 director departed the restau-
rant at 1338 hours. B

randy returned, 
on foot, to his office." 

A
d

d
itio

n
al ag

en
ts p

o
sted

 o
u

tsid
e 

th
e h

o
tel d

u
rin

g
 th

e lu
n
ch

 said
 th

ey
 

found "no indication of possible hos-
tile ccnintersurtleillance. N

either pa-
tro

n
s n

o
r th

at estab
lish

m
en

t's staff 
ex

h
ib

ited
 an

y
 p

articu
lar in

terest to
-

w
ards the director or B

randy." 
T

h
e d

etails 
O

f 
th

e sp
y

in
g

 o
n

 th
e 

lu
tith

eo
W

ietin
g
 are in

clu
d
ed

 in
 files  

that have been turned over to A
nder-

son under a F
reedom

 of Inform
ation 

request by the colum
nist. H

elm
s w

as 
aw

are of the spying on the lunch and 
had approved it beforehand to m

ake 
certain that A

nderson w
asn't bugging 

him
. 

T
hd"stack of C

IA
 files com

piled on 
A

n
d
erso

n
 is m

o
re th

an
 fo

u
r In

ch
es 

thick and included vast am
ounts of in-

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

n
 th

e b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
s pd 

• S
ee M

U
D

H
E

N
, M

, C
ol. 1 

M
U

D
IIE

N
 F

rom
 A

l 
m

o
v
em

en
ts o

f A
n
d
erso

n
 an

d
 o

th
er 

m
em

bers of his reporting staff. 
T

h
e
 n

o
te

s o
f th

e
 su

rv
e
illa

n
c
e
s, 

m
ade in hand on previously prepared 

"lo
g

s" o
n

 w
h
ich

 m
o

v
em

en
ts o

f p
er-

eo
n
s are ch

arted
 in

 h
o
u
rly

 seg
m

en
ts, 

in
c
lu

d
e
 o

b
s
e
rv

a
tio

n
s
 fro

m
 a

 
"p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
ic o

b
serv

atio
n
 n

est" at 
1
6
th

 an
d
 K

 S
treets N

W
, n

ear th
e o

f-
fice A

nderson w
as using at the tim

e. 
A

n
d
erso

n
 is u

sin
g
 p

o
rtio

n
s o

f th
e 

m
aterial as ev

id
en

ce h
i a $

2
2
 m

illio
n
 

civ
il su

it h
e h

as filed
 ag

ain
st R

ich
ard

 
N

ixon and other past and present gov-
ern

m
en

t o
fficials, as w

ell as ag
ain

st 
governm

ent agencies such as the C
IA

. 
H

e
 is c

la
im

in
g
 in

 h
is su

it th
a
t th

e
 

agencies and officials com
m

itted vari-
ous Illegal acts and violated his consti-
tu

tio
n
al rig

h
ts to

 free sp
eech

 an
d
 p

ri-
vacy. 

T
he suit is pending before U

.S
. D

is-
trict Ju

d
g

e G
erh

ard
 A

. G
esell, w

h
o

 
h
as o

rd
ered

 th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t ag
en

"ies 
to

 an
sw

er q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

eir sp
y
-

ing activities against A
nderson. G

esell 
also

 h
as raised

 q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e 
p

ro
p

riety
 o

f th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t's 
legal representation of various form

er 
governm

ent officials w
ho m

ight have  

d
ifferin

g
 in

terests in
 th

e civil suit. 
R

egardless of the ultim
ate outcom

e 
of the pending litigation, the C

IA
 files 

released
 so

 far p
ro

v
id

e u
n

u
su

al d
e-

tails o
f a d

o
m

estic su
rv

eillan
ce o

f a 
U

.S
. citizen

 b
y
 th

e n
atio

n
's o

v
erseas 

intelligence agency. 
T

h
e files are co

m
p

lete w
ith

 co
d

e 
nam

es and other term
inology. associ-

ated
 w

ith
 th

e sp
y
 sy

sterd
, an

d
 o

cca-
sionally include som

ew
hat huthorous 

acco
u
n
tin

g
s o

f in
cid

en
ts su

ch
 as th

e 
tim

e m
em

bers of A
nderson's ow

n fam
-

ilq 
	dow

n and took pictures of 
th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t ag
en

ts w
h
o
 w

ere as-
sig

n
ed

 to
 m

o
n
ito

r th
eir activ

ities. O
n
 

an
o
th

er o
ccasio

n
, ag

en
ts d

ecid
ed

 o
n
 

their ow
n to stop w

atching A
nderson's 

m
ovem

ents because of "bad w
eather." 

A
lso included in the files are hand-

d
raw

n
 m

ap
s o

f n
eig

h
b
o
rh

o
o
d
s w

h
ere 

A
n

d
erso

n
 an

d
 h

is em
p
lo

y
es liv

ed
, 

w
ith

 c
e
rta

in
 lo

c
a
tio

n
s m

a
rk

e
d
 a

s 
"p

o
ssib

le o
b

serv
atio

n
 p

o
sts," P

h
o

to
-

g
rap

h
s tak

en
 b

y
 h

id
d
en

 su
rv

eillan
ce 

squads also are included in the docu-
m

ents. 
T

he spying operation w
as approved 

by the C
IA

 D
irector of S

ecurity, H
ow

-
ard

 O
sb

o
rn

, in
 Jan

u
ary

, 1
9
7
2
, after 

A
n
d
erso

n
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 m

aterials b
ased

  

on classified docum
ents in his nation-

ally
 sy

n
d
icated

 co
lu

m
n
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 
the files. 

It continued until A
pril 12, 1972. A

t 
that tim

e, the- C
IA

 concluded that the 
su

rv
eillan

ce sh
o

u
ld

 h
e sto

p
p

ed
 b

e-
cause it had been carried on too long, 
w

as u
n

fru
itfu

l, an
d

 th
e ag

en
cy

 w
as 

"su
sp

icio
u
s th

at A
n
d
erso

n
 w

as aw
are 

of the operation," 	
- 

O
n
e o

f th
e stated

 p
u
rp

o
ses o

f th
e 

o
p

eratio
n

 w
as to

 co
llect in

fo
rm

atio
n
 

files. T
o accom

plish the task of w
atch-

o
n

 th
e "b

eh
av

io
rial p

attern
s" o

f A
n

-
d
erso

n
 an

 d
h
ia staff, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e 

ing A
nderson and his staff, the agency 

assigned as m
any as 16 agents in eight 

cars o
n

 an
y

 g
iv

en
 d

ay
 to

 g
lean

 su
ch

 
inform

ation as the fact that A
nderson 

asso
ciate L

es W
h

itten
—

co
d

e-n
am

ed
 

"C
o

rd
ial"—

"leav
es o

ffice, p
ick

s u
p

 
lunch, eats alone at F

arragut S
quare," 

acco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e lo

g
s o

f th
e su

rv
eil-

lances. 
A

n
d
erso

n
 secretary

 O
p
al G

in
n
 b

e-
cam

e "S
h

erry
" in

 th
e C

IA
 co

d
e sy

s-
tem

, A
nderson reporter Joseph S

pears 
b
ecam

e "C
h
am

p
ag

n
e," an

d
 rep

o
rter 

B
rit H

u
m

e b
ecam

e "E
g
g
n
o
g
." A

l-
though the agents w

ere seeking infor-
m

ation on the personal lives of the re- 

p
o
rters, th

e m
o
st th

ey
 co

u
ld

 d
eter-

m
ine about S

pears and his w
ife w

ere 
th

at th
ey

 "ap
p
ear to

 m
ain

tain
in

g
 a 

rather routine pattern of professional 
activities." 

T
he M

ontpelier R
oom

 luncheon ex- • 
em

plIfles the steps the C
IA

 took in its 
m

onitoring of A
nderson. T

he agency 
co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
at sin

ce A
n
d
erso

n
 h

ad
 

b
een

 seen
 u

sin
g

 sm
all, v

isib
le tap

e 
reco

rd
ers, "h

e w
o
u
ld

 read
ily

 u
se au

- 
dio capabilities. T

his w
ould certainly 

in
clu

d
e b

o
d

ily
 co

n
cealed

 reco
rd

ers, 
an

d
/o

r co
n

cealed
 tran

sm
ittin

g
 d

e-
vices," the agency 

added. 
T

h
e rep

o
rt o

n
 th

e lu
n

ch
eo

n
 also

 
noted that A

nderson parked his car in 
th

e M
ad

iso
n

 H
o

tel an
d

 "it co
u

ld
 b

e 
c
o

n
c
lu

d
e
d

 th
a
t B

ra
n

d
y

 , . c
o

u
ld

 
read

ily
 en

list th
e co

o
p
eratio

n
 o

f P
er- 

tain
 h

o
tel em

p
lo

y
ees in

 effectin
g

 
h
is 

en
d
eav

o
r," T

h
e p

u
rp

o
se o

f th
e lu

n
ch

 
w

as an
 attem

p
t b

y
 H

elm
s to

 talk
 A

n
- 

derson out of printing classified infor-
m

ation in a book A
nderson w

as w
rit-

ing, the agency said. 
A

nderson and other m
em

bers of his 
staff w

ere described in the C
IA

 docu-
m

e
n
ts in

 c
o
lo

rfu
l te

rm
s su

c
h
 a

s 
"flam

boyant, 
brash, 

'stentorian, and 
com

m
itted." 



For example, Whitten, according to 
CIA agents who followed him, 
"operates his personal automobile in a 
fast, impatient manner and will devi-
ate from normal routes In order to 
avoid minor traffic delays." 

The only Information the CIA said 
it passed on to other agencies con-
cerned a contact between Anderson's 
secretary- Ginn and someone who 
worked for the Air Force. Although 
the source of that information was the 
CIA stakeout, the Secretary of the Air 
Force was informed only that the con-
tact had been observed by chance by a 
CIA employee who happened to recog-
nize Ginn and took down "out of curi-
osity" the tag number of the car she 
was entering.' 

Although most of the surveillance 
of Anderson and his staff occurred in 
Washington, agents followed him to 
Seton Hall College in New Jersey to 
monitor a speech in which they said 
he "never singled out the agency for 
particular attention." 	. 

In fact, the agents reported to their 
superior, Andecgon "concluded his dis-
course by declaring that our govern-

,--ment is the best in the world." 
- 


