ugl n

o Wuunmmz Statr Writer
. AWe neegl some sort.of infor-
Imation-gathering.. system; but
-we:-don't. need ., > like |
our Special Service Staff,” In-
- Revenue 'Service Com-
Imissioner Donald C. Alexan-
der testified recently.

| Former Sen.”Sam.J. Ervin
4Ir., - (D-N.C) has heartily
‘|lagreed, warning in Décember.
that operations, of the Special
Service Staff represented “a
dangerous abuse of the enor-
mous powers Americans have
given ta the tax collection arm
of government.”
Ervin's comments. “came ln
|the introduction to a’ report
{prepared by the staff of the
Constitutional Rights Subcom-
‘mittee he had headed that
found * IRS’s. secret’ Special|.
Service Staff compiled files.on
1,458 ‘politically; active’ otgam-

mdlv!duals

Ewm "found + that ‘the' SSS!£
was involved in politiesf stir-
veillance™ " *umauthorized. ~ by
law, unnetessary to the' admin-
istratién of’ the: tax- laws, and,
at the “very'léast, a waste of
ithe thxpayers’:money.”

Ervin said, “the purpose of
the IRS is to entoree the ‘tax

9:

"S55 I August,. 1
14 .:monﬂu after hi:took of
fice, “as" soon a3 I found out
about its functions and its at-
titudes.”
'I'hough the sss is now part
the  history ‘of the Nixon
Admlnlstntion, there recently
have been renewed charges
that the IRS has continued to
abuse its authority and politi-
cal dissidents’ right to privacy.
Miami and Philadelphia
newspapers. accused IRS’s In-
telligence Gathering. and Re-

o

- ftrieval System (IGRS) of be-

ing interested in much more
than tax violations, such as in-
dividuals’ sex and drinking
habits " and - political - prefer-
ences.

IRS officials have defended
IGRS as providing legitimate
and necessary - intelligence
“relating to .individuals or en-
tities involved in illegal activi-
ties. and having potential as
tax violations.”

They have. said that the
IGRS—whose files contain
more than 465,000 names—was
not started secretly four years|,
ago, as chargéd. -

The statf of Congress‘ Joint
‘Commtttee dp Internal Reve-
-nue Taxationis completing an:
Investigation. of the SSS and
beginning‘ one of the IGRS.

- Meanwhile, the Ervin sub
eummittees staff report sheds
’llght on the ‘SSS. It says the
/' SSS was established on July 2,
/1069, “apparently in response|3ays.
to pressures. emanating from| :
the - White. House . and from
Congress to insure that. dissi-
dent groups were complymg
with the tax laws.”

Randolph Thrower was IRS
commissioner then. The SSS
also operated under IRS Com-

888 during—its four- year-exlst-
ence, the report 88y -

only a passive repository of in:
 formation . on tax-exempt or.

mrsslonex' J’ohmﬂe Walters.'.“
“|Paul H. Wright headed the

The report challenges IRS”' !
contention that the SSS was|part.

ganizations and individuals as-

megting in 1969 when the SSS
was being organized.

- “What we will attempt to do
is to gather intelligence data
-on the organizations .in which

- | we are Interested and to use a
‘strike-force’ concept whereby| -

all (IRS) complitnce. divisions
and all other IRS functions

fort,” the minutes said.
Ervin’s staff found that the
$SS-“appeared to function on)

‘of the SSS' had ‘seen 0{‘ heard
‘the name somehweére
_ For example, :
says, “The file set up under
the name of a promme\t con-
servaﬁve newspaper ::¢olums-

mss-refet&nee to:'ai FBI re-

1pore ' which Hited' soine 250{cl
pérsbns ‘arrested :at.a peace- E

protest in the Midwest.~*

rested.‘peace protésters; but

only on  those few : ‘whose|

‘names apparently. ‘rang a bell*
in the minds of SSS employ.
ees. Among these was the’
name of a protester who coin-
cidentally had ‘a name similar
to that of the prominent con-
servative newspaper: - colum-
nist. . .

“Despite the fact that other
information about the arrés-
tees indicated that,this partic-
ular person was. 19 years old
and resided half-a.continent
away from where the promi.
nent conservative newspaper
columnist was living,”. a file
on the columnist was created,
the report says. 4

It says that a survey of 224
randomly selected SSS files
found that 55 per cent were
created because of . informa.
tion obsained from the FBI,.7
per cent because of informa-
tion coming from elsewhere in
the Justice Departthent, 18 per|
‘cent because of items_in news-
papers or maagazines and ' 20
per cent because of informa-
tion. coming: from - - other

‘sources.

The SSS would check on the
tax-exempt sutus of any or-
it was in-

empt mﬁu,. tmm pro-
Vide ans mﬁc‘fx‘oé auditing
@

the -orgamzation, eport

" Actisities of. Hie SSS,. which
hnd ‘at- least. eiélll‘lix tﬁﬁme
employees;
&f rauch-additional e nge,
Che: report; says: thial 1972

182 out.of 9,800/ cases had
en referivd 67 RSN -or
.

qulegﬁ m, .

|sociated with.them. The report| i
quotes the minutes of an IRS},

will participate in & joint ef-| .

what can Be best descﬂbed g}
would_his estnhushed'on 15
indi “ot

s!lnply ‘ecause s'ome member fb

"the™ report Zatiofs:

nist” contained néthhig but tg listed

T 4588 files were: notsesta- )
d hished“on alk: 280 of - the apdt

anm‘brm‘msodaﬁon
Common ‘Cause, - Friends - of
the -FBI, “National Organiza-
tion of Women and U.S. Com-
mission on Civil Rights. .-

-According. to. ABC' News,
names in the -SSS files in-
cluded those of actressés Eliz-
abeth ‘Taylor and‘ Julie ‘An-

dian “Jose Jimenez” and bas-
keétball star aKreem :Abdul
Jabbar (listed under "his for-
mer name, Lew dor).
Thereport gave these exam-
ples.of otherwise unidentified
arganizations on which the
SSS collected intelligence: “A
conservative student group, a
radical student group, d radi-
cal think tank;.an organization
of. lawyers,

"""I‘Ee argd al canses,.;a" éon-
conected or eolleetxble was v _'maﬂve»arganizathn; an--or-
64, 00" for -the; thi; e’j yeﬁi&," ganizaﬂomoppgsedh thé Vic

¢ SSS ‘ﬂlea ;o**u‘*“nnaﬁle to de-
termin:

ﬂm ‘hear: b:gainxtz the; ‘indtviduals|-

- {which-has: authority-to.review |

: mnﬁ&enﬁal uxm.items, has|:
been making su.

 staff report found “An.inter-|.

T, cial. Service data at the. high:
lest level ‘of the “TRS.”*A. fo

S prevent a recurrence of such a
e

drews, actor Tony . Randall,|"
singer Connie Stevens, come- |

an. organization| . -

Aot tH'QWed to exam-
- matters in the

& through- its-examina-
‘tion-whiether any: adverse tax
actions.were-later brought tc

Yonsidentified.” |;
‘I‘he i 1ofnt ° committee’s . staff,

est in and

utilization of Spe- |

mer subcommittee staff,: mem- o

not set administrative ralesto|:

tem, ho-matte
devised, can protect fully|
aainst abuse.” ) g

concerned. with the Protection
of individual rights.”

‘Als0, “A medical organiza
tmn1 'a; tax-exempt student
group, 'a’ State” tniversity, an
underground = newspaper,. &
conservative - organization, a
professional. association, a con-
sérvative foundation, a reli-
Agious crganization act;ve in
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