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The select Senate committee

investigating the Central Intel\- i

ligence Agency and the FBI has
imposed airtight seécurity on its
operations. We have learned
that the committee has been ri-
ven by dissent, has hired few
real investigators and has
scarcely scratched the surface
Lof the CIA and FBI scandals. -

A senior committee worker
who will be fired if he is caught,
has composed an explicit memo

lems.

| Chairman Frank Church (D-
Idaho) “is under a delusion he
will be able to conclude the

months,” the handwritten memo
reports. “He lacks investigative
staff to do it and has no way of
knowing if the prelxmmary in-
formation given is either accu-
rate or complete.

“I it is not, it means the com-
mittee will have to start from
scratch again, with competent
investigators to find out what
the true facts are.”

.The memo complains that the
committee has ignored the mili-
tary and anti-drug agencies it is
supposed to investigate. “The
main preliminary work done so
far has been in reference to the
FBI and CIA with virtually noth-
ing else being done concerning
the rest of the committee man-
date,” the memo reports.

At “virtually every step of the

'able,

for us on the committee’s prob-|:

probe within the next few)

" falmost nonexxstent investiga-

tion, Church has bent over back-
ward to please the C " it con-
ludes.

Church is. one of the most
conscientious senators.,
But we have confirmed that
some of his committee col-
leagues have complained to
their staffs that Church, in his
zeal to be faxr-mmdod has
sided most often with the views
of Sens. Barry M. Goldwater (R-
Ariz.) and John G. Tower (R-
Tex.)

Goldwater and Tower have
'taken a stern stand against sen-
ators — including Howard H.
Baker Jr. (R-Tenn), Gary Hart
(D-Colo), Phil Hart (D-Mich.),
Walter F. Mondale ' (D-Minn.),
and Richard S. Schweiker (R-
Pa)—who favor an as-open-as-
possible investigation.

Some committee sources have
insisted that sweetness, light
and unanimity have prevailed
in the secret sessions. This am-

bienve apparently-can be atirin-

uted to traditional Senate civil-
ity. ) )
. At one closed meeting, for ex-

.ample, Sen. Robert B. Morgan

(D-N.C.) urged that details of
CIA assassination plots be kept
from the American public, our
‘sources report. Another source
said Morgan, after speaking
-about assassinations, left it up
in the air whether facts should
be suppressed.

There have been .complaints
that Church and Tower, ‘the

2

‘committee’s vice chairman, con-|
fer secretly with the CIA on a
wide range of subjects but don’t
fully share their information

. {with other senators.

Finally, Gary Hart and
‘Schweiker visited CIA head-
quarters recently, meeting with
Deputy Director Carl "Duckett,
whose staff gave théem a brief-
ing. .
- Nervous CIA officials spread
the wordl that the visit had to do
with reports that Duckett was
going to t{e named CIA director.
Actually, ‘Duckett stayed with
the senators a few moments,

. The Church committee, mean-
while, has had trouble recruit-
ing crack investigators. A re-
cent bid was made to hire Wash-
ington's prime private eye,

tling the FBI for 15 years.

Commitee aide Patrick Shea
secretly contacted the detec-
tive, explaining: “We need some
top-flight investigators.”

Shea, who said he was speak-
ing for staff director William
Miller, invited ‘Bast to hire “a
couple other people that you
trust . . . who would be super-
vised by you.”

Descmbmg the work, Shea
said: “There are four taskforces
right now—domestic intelli-
lgence, military (intelligence),
technological intelligence, and
then ‘command and control,’

|which focuses largely on the

White House.”

ing to information and materin

[the committee’s hea\ul
fguarded office, where he Ioun%
.a Capitol police officer loggifi

- levery visitor. The police, Bast .

7| said.

Richard Bast, who has been bat-|

ldon’t want my name linked tg:’

Shea stressed that “it’s not go-|-

ing to be a witch hunt. We’ re -

which show good law enforce-
ment and good mtelllgenee op-
erations were conducted e g {4
goes both ways.” - : . '.

Bast made a follow-up visn todbn ,,,,

___-_-_,_

noted, aren’t above suspicion as

informants for the -intelligence..
community. “You don’t. get,, ol
heavy informers coming to see, r, !
you with a setup like that,” Bast., ‘

TR |

He learned that the commit.:. 'r:
tee had been workjng for two
months  on staff -kredeiitials.».
-“That’s something that couId bem;
done intwo days,” he said. LR o ‘l.

ST el
“I decided they mostly were a
bunch of pussycats and some "
were interested in a cover-up.. I;

thatkind of investigation.” o

Footnotn - Church declmed
comment, but a spokesman de-»
fended the committee as “mo
ing along on course.”. He said,
the charge that the probe is Iim
ited to the FBI and the CIA is:uu
“utterly wrong,” and that more ,,,'f
investigators will be brought ini- 4
when needed. At present,- he -
said, the need is for skilledlaw-. ;'
yers to question witnesses.who..
have been identified. There iz -
some dissent in every group; he+.ir
said, but “so far we've avoided:i .,
splits. We've been able to’sho [
unanimity.” :
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