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A Central Intelhgefxée!
Agency operatxve posing !
as a private’® detective,
investigated the personal
life of a top aide to former’
President Richard M.
Nixon during the 1968 cam:-
paign for- the Republican;
presidential- ‘nomination,}
according to well- placed
federal officials: "~ :

The - operative;’ j:gnkl}p
R. Geraty, reportedly con-
dueted ™ ite . investigation.
under the auspices of a
nonexistent. New York City
detective firm that the offi-
cials said had been set up
as a- “front’’ -for  CIA
domestic operations. "u

_The alleged target. of the

affairs expert: who shortly
before had resigned from

.Stanford University’s

Hoover Institution to join]
Nixon as.a natxonal secunty !

]

contirmed that his agency
had ordered -a_clandestine
investigation ‘of Allen, but
he said it was entriely unre-
lated to Allen's work in be-
half of Nixon. .~

_ On June-25, 1868, bately
two weeks after Allen said
he -joined” the -Nixon cam-
paign staff, Geraty appear-
ed at the ditice of a bankér
in Palo Alto, Calil., the city

ing, and ‘displayed a
credential indentiying him-
self as a representattve of
the Fidelity Reportmg

O

- THE BANKER; whOr
asked that his name not be:

vnew that Geraty said he!
was seeking whatever per-‘
‘sonal information he might;
have on Allen. When asked|
the reason for the inquiry, !
the banker said, Geraty|
replied that he had been re- |
tained by ‘the Repubh-§
cans' to conduct back-
ground checks on some
Nixon aides. {
The banker, who was no
unkniown in high Republi- |
can circles, said that he be- |
cames suspicious and sent..
Geraty away with a request
to call back later. Then, he|
said, he telephoned Rose|

“matter had been referred to

securtty for Nxxon

“Johnson to. more enthusias-

?r@md by CIA

(~75T

Mary Woods, Nixon’s per-
sonal secretary, to verify
the - mysterious mvest:ga-
tor's purpose.

According to the banker,
Miss  Woods checked and
informed him. that no such
investigation of Allen or
anyone else had been
commissioned by the leon
campaign. ..

+ Sources famxhar thh the
1968 campaign - said - the

John.J. Caulfield, a former
New York City polxceman
who.was then chief of staff

B Caulheld who Tater gam- :
‘ed- prominence “in the

Watergate scandal through
his role as a White House
mvestxgator, reportedly
made “inquiries about ' the
Fidelity Reporting Service
and said that it appeared to
be - a “CIA. outfit,” the
sources saxd :

THEY ADDED how-
ever, that the agsertion that
the CIA had investigated a
top Nixon aide was not
made public in the course of
the 1968 campaign for fear
that an attack on the John-
son administration would
move President Lyndon B.

tic support of Hubert H.
Humpnrey, ihe Democratlc
nominee.

The investigation of Allen
was first mentioned public-
ly- by William Safire, a
former Nixon speechwriter
and now a columnist for the
New York Times, in *‘Be-|
fore the Fall,” Safire’s re-
cently published history of
the Nixon presidency.

An “independent, month-
long investigation by the

e o . A R

Allen joined Nxxon s staff
he had approached the CIA
for assistance on a research
project. = -

Allen, 39, was then a sen-
ior staff member of Stan-
ford's Hoover Institution on;
War, Revolution and Peacen
and editor of-its yearbook
on mternattonal Commumst]
affairs. :

In that capaclty, the CIA
official said, .Allen met in
JanuAry 1968 with Richard
Helms, then the director -of
the CIA, and asked to see
various unclassitied agency
reports on the strengths of
natxonal Commumst
partteF B

HELMS ‘AGREED, . thel

official said, to make the
materials . 'available,_ and
Allen continued to deal with
the agency on an-informal
basis during the_ spring of

1968.

On March 27 of that year,
the official said, the CIA
decided independently that
it wished to make available
to Allen certain classified
publications 'that _bore on
his work.

A background investiga.
tion was -ordered, the offi-
cial said, “and we farmed
the job out to one of our
investigators m -the San
Francisco area.”. - ¢ ~

The CIA man produced a
docurment - relating i the:
investigation that" carried;
the March 27 date. and
showed the name of the
investigator’ as Franklm R i
Geraty. - - l

Geraty, is now sald to be
a  Delense - Department
! investigator, repeatedly deq
clined to answer questions
about the’ Allen investiga-|

Following g Nixon’s vlctory .

in 1968, "Allen joined the;

Times established a num-'staff of Henry A. Kissinger,!
ber of details about the|then Nixon's national se-|
incident, including Geraty’s | curity adviser. - ‘

true identity, all,of which
were subsequently confirm-
ed by high officials of the
CIA.

One CIA offxcxal conceded !
that it might appear, on the !

surface, as though “we!
were watching the other

side’” during the 1968 1;»1-esl-i

dential campaign. .

He pointed out, however,:

that six months’ before.

Allen later became d pu-
ty assistant to Nixon for'
international economic af-:
fairs. He now operates a
iprivate economic consult-i
-ing firm here. .



